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website, blog or electronic account of any person
with 5,000 followers or more”.  

It would also have the right to suspend or block such
accounts if they “publish or broadcast false news” or
information inciting “breaking the law, violence or
hatred”. “Every citizen will think 1,000 times before
they can write a post in which they criticize the action
of the government or the regime,” said Mohamed
Abdelsalam, director of research at AFTE. He urged
social media companies to “reject the practices of the
Egyptian government and stand on the side of the
rights (of citizens) and civil society organizations”.

In another move in early June, lawmakers passed a
law on cyber-crime that allows authorities to block any
website or account that threatens Egypt’s national
security or economy.  Those who administer such web-
sites face jail time or fines. Domestic and international
human rights groups regularly criticize violations of
freedom of expression by President Abdel Fattah El-

Sisi’s government. Sisi, then defense minister, led the
military’s July 2013 ouster of Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi after mass protests against his rule.
Following waves of arrests in the wake of Morsi’s
ouster, authorities have also detained activists and
bloggers on charges of “publishing false news”.  

Wael Abbas, a blogger and journalist, and Shadi
Ghazali Harb, a youth leader during the 2011 uprising
that toppled longtime president Hosni Mubarak, are
among those arrested. Lawyer Gamal Eid who heads
the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information told
AFP: “The problem is that the prosecution does not
elaborate on the nature of the false news in the accusa-
tions.” Khaled Elbalshy, a former press syndicate board
member, said the new bill was “a continuation of the
context of repressing the press and confiscating and
silencing speech”.

“It’s an attempt to silence everyone who tries to
speak, extending this control even to social media
users,” Elbalshy said. Several prominent activists, con-
tacted by AFP, declined to comment.  In its defense,
parliament’s media committee head Osama Heikal said
that “electronic accounts have widespread access,
more than some newspapers”.  Egypt, which ranks 161st
out of 180 countries on the World Press Freedom Index
compiled by Reporters Without Borders (RSF), was
“not the first country to go in that direction”.— AFP 
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After the pictures of her shuffling with difficulty
around the refugee camp made a huge impact across
the world, the Turkish Red Crescent intervened. The
father and daughter were evacuated from Syria by the
Turkish authorities and brought to Istanbul for treat-
ment at a specialized clinic. They had been living in
the countryside of the south of Aleppo region but had
to leave for Idlib at the start of the year as fighting
began to rage in their native region.

Maya, like her father, had been able to move around
more easily by crawling. But recent surgery, which fur-
ther reduced the length of her limbs had impeded this.
“After the operation, she was not able to move around
and was sitting the whole time in a tent,” Mohammad
told AFP in an interview at the Istanbul clinic. “In order
for her to move out of the tent, I had the idea to fix on
her limbs tubing, stuffed with a spongy material to
reduce the pressure. “Then, I added two empty cans of
tuna because the plastic was not strong enough to
resist the friction with the ground.” 

With these impromptu prosthetics, Maya was able
to walk outside of the tent and could even go on her
own to the camp’s school. Mohammad, who has five
other children none of whom suffer from the condition,
said he replaced the plastic tubing once a month and
the tins once a week. While her father spoke to AFP at
the clinic, Maya sat in his arms in his wheelchair, clear-
ly overwhelmed by the experience of the last days. Her
father will also be given prosthetic legs at the Turkish
clinic. But it’s above all the fate of his daughter that
worries him. “It’s more important that she can walk so
that she is autonomous. It would be like a new life for
us,” he said. “I dream of seeing her walk, going to
school and back without suffering,” he added.

Dr Culcu said that he had been “very touched” by
the pictures of Maya walking on her tins and had
decided to take on the cost of her prosthetic legs
and those of her father. “We have been contacted by
people all over the world who want to make the
donation. But this issue is closed and I will take on
the cost,” he said. He said the homemade limbs her
father had constructed in the Idlib camp were likely
to prove of huge benefit because they had got her
used to walking. “We can’t really call what she has
prosthetics,” Dr Culcu said. “It’s a kind of makeshift
system for her to walk. With the energy of despera-
tion, without any means, her father turned that suf-
fering into hope.” —  AFP 
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BHUBANESWAR: Bystanders help push a car through a water-logged area after heavy rain showers in Bhubaneswar yesterday. — AFP 

SANTIAGO: Prosecutors are revisiting one of the darkest
chapters of Chilean history, when under the Pinochet dic-
tatorship hundreds and possibly thousands of babies were
stolen from their mothers and given away just after being
born. On July 9, 1977, Margarita Escobar gave birth to a
baby girl at Santiago’s Paula Jaraquemade hospital. She
saw her daughter for only a few moments before staff took
her away. Four decades, Escobar hasn’t given up on meet-
ing the grown woman her daughter may have become,
buoyed by the prosecutors’ push for the truth about Chile’s
stolen babies, and under-the-table adoptions.

She told AFP hospital staff kept her sedated back
then. “Every time I woke up I asked about her again, until
a midwife told me, ‘your baby was stillborn.’” She wasn’t
allowed to see the body. “Nobody even gave me a docu-
ment. They sent me home. I don’t know how I got there. I
was totally doped.” Fast forward almost 10 years, to
February 1985, and Maria Orellana gave birth in the same
hospital to a boy she named Cristian. “I heard that he was
a boy, then they gave me an injection and that was the
last I knew about it,” she told AFP.

Like other mothers, she was told her baby had died
and, as it would be “too cruel” for her to see the body, the
hospital took care of the burial. “Keep the memory that
you had of your little boy,” she recalls being told.  Like
Escobar, Oreland was given no documentation “There is
nothing. It is as if I had never even been in that hospital,”
she recalls now, determined like thousands of other
mothers to find a child she never held.

The path of justice
Tasked with helping thousands of mothers in the same

situation, Chile’s Special Judge for Human Rights Mario
Carroza has been investigating the kidnappings since
January. Most occurred during the dictatorship of
Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990) but others have been
reported as recently as 2000.  Carroza has ruled out the
state using child stealing as a means of repression, a tool
commonly used by the military dictatorship in Argentina.
Instead, he says the ultimate goal was financial gain,
making Chile’s situation more reminiscent of Spain. 

The first trial in a case of “stolen babies” under
Francisco Franco’s 1939-75 regime has just begun. The
practice in Spain continued there long afterward for

monetary gain.”We have not established a link with a
policy of state repression. It appears more like a kind of
illicit association, an organization set up to make money
from illegal adoptions,” said Pablo Rivera, a lawyer of the
National Institute for Human Rights, who has filed com-
plaints on behalf of the mothers.  At the heart of the
scheme was a network of social workers, nuns, doctors
and municipal officials who identified mothers in vulnera-
ble situations.  

“In general, the cases are related to low income moth-
ers who gave birth to a boy or a girl and were later
deceived by hospital officials that they were dead or
sick,” Rivera said. A law, which remained in force until
1988, facilitated the scheme. It allowed the destruction of
all records of biological families after adoption, Karen
Alfaro, a historian at Austral University, told AFP.  For
Alfaro, the practice was “also part of the Pinochet dicta-
torship’s ideological struggle, a type of social violence
inflicted on the poorest.”

DNA testing
According to official figures, 26,611 adoptions were

registered in Chile between 1973 and 1987, but no regis-
ter exists for how many children went to families abroad.
Carroza has determined that at least 2,021 children were
adopted in Sweden between 1971 and 1992. Thousands
more went to Germany, France, Italy, Spain, Holland,
Switzerland, the United States, Uruguay and Peru. Each
adoption was worth between 3,000 and 5,000 dollars.
Without supporting documents, many mothers have
maintained a painful silence for decades. But as the first
cases were made public and search groups were formed
on the internet, they realized thousands of women shared
their experience.

One of these groups, the “Sons and Mothers of
Silence,” has 3,000 members on Facebook, children
seeking their biological parents, and mothers grasping for
any clue that could lead them to the baby who was
snatched from them. “What we need is for the files, the
hospital files, to be opened. For this to be done publicly
so that people who are outside Chile realize that they
could have been adopted illegally,” says Marisol
Rodriguez, spokesperson for the group.

In three years, the group has achieved almost 90
mother-and-child reunions.  The best way is through
DNA testing, which despite the cost, many mothers
undertake so their information is put into international
gene banks. “What I want to know is what happened to
my daughter and if my daughter is looking for me,”
Josefina Sandoval told AFP after undergoing a DNA test.
In theory, the daughter snatched from her at birth on
June 24, 1980, should have just turned 38 years old. “We
are looking for her and with this we will find her.”—  AFP 
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JOS, Nigeria: Some say it was the theft of 300 cows,
others the murders of five Muslim Fulani herders by
young Christian farmers. But exactly what sparked the
slaughter of more than 200 people in central Nigeria-
and who was behind it-remains a mystery. The only
certainty is that the attacks, conducted at dusk last
Saturday on a dozen villages in Plateau State, were
extremely well organized and coordinated.  

Multiple witnesses told AFP that hundreds of men
armed with assault rifles and machetes descended from
the surrounding hills on the villages below.  Most wore
black clothes, some had their faces covered with
scarves, while others wore bullet-proof vests. Alerted by
the first gunshots and residents screaming for help, “our
personnel moved to the location and came under fire
from the attackers,” said Major Adam Umar, spokesman
for the Safe Haven military operation in the area.

“We were able to repel them but then we started to
get information that there were other gunshots in oth-
er communities around,” said Umar, who described
the attackers only as “unidentified gunmen.”While all
the villagers said the culprits had “fair skin” and were
talking Fula, the language of the nomadic herders,
Adam refuses to disclose any more details about the
gunmen. Three men were arrested on Thursday. An
investigation is ongoing, said Umar.  Ethnicity and
religion, stoked by access to land, are at the heart of
the resurgence of violence.

The unrest is characterized by tit-for-tat attacks
between “indigenous” mostly Christian communities
and Fulani nomads, who are mostly Muslim and
described as “invaders”.  It is a volatile situation: over
decades cattle herders have come further south from
the Sahel to central Nigeria in search of water, where
the population density has rapidly increased, putting
pressure on already scarce resources. The conflict has
intensified across central states. Since January, more
than 1,000 people have been killed in clashes, accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch in a Thursday statement. 

The tragedy is that the state of Plateau has seen this
all before-it was the site of bloody clashes between

Christians and Muslims less than a decade ago. “We
have to go four or five years back to find an attack
with this scale of casualties,” said political analyst Chris
Ngwodo who is based in Jos, the state capital.

In 2001, tension began rising in Jos, a spiritual cap-
ital to both Muslims and Christians in Nigeria. It cul-
minated in 2008 in a series of attacks and mass riots
which resulted in 800 deaths in the space of a week.
In 2010, more than 1,000 people were killed between
January and March. Since then, the state has worked
to stop the bloodshed through reconciliation pro-
grams, such as financial compensation for cattle theft
and developing interfaith tin-mining initiatives.
Saturday’s killings, directed mainly against Christian
farmers, reawakened hatred and painful trauma in the
Barakin Ladi district.

Many people were burned alive in their homes.
Adults and young children were attacked with equal
brutality. At the Jos University Teaching Hospital,
where the wounded were brought, a three-year-old
girl’s neck was sliced by a machete. On the next bed
sat eight-year-old Plangnam Danjuma, who was shot
in the right shoulder and saved by her neighbor.
“When people started to run for their life, he hid me in
a house with three other children,” she said. “But they
saw him and shot him dead. After they targeted us. “I
am the only one who survived.”

Ngwodo said it was hard to pinpoint the precise
origin of the latest spike in violence. The conflict was
“multi-layered” and driven by not only ethnicity and
religion but a rise in organized crime and political dis-
enfranchisement. With less than a year to the next
general election, President Muhammadu Buhari, him-
self a Fulani Muslim, has been heavily criticized by
opponents fuelling anti-Fulani sentiment.

In the Nigerian media and across social networks,
front-page headlines like “Fulani herdsmen worse than
Boko Haram” have become common and divisive mes-
sages circulate daily on WhatsApp. Youth unemploy-
ment has reached record levels and there has been an
explosion in weapons across the Sahel from the war in
Libya. At the same time, Ngwodo said there has been
“a general breakdown of law and order (in Nigeria),
with parts of the territory completely abandoned to
banditry”. The inability of the Nigerian security forces
to curb the violence is prolonging the crisis, he said. “If
the perpetrators are not being arrested and punished,
people will start to take justice into their hands,” he
added. —  AFP 
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