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Beat the heat with 
a proper binge 
session on the latest
boxsets on WAVO

As temperatures in July soar, WAVO offers
the perfect reason to stay indoors, keep
cool and enjoy great entertainment any-
time and anywhere at your convenience.

With an all-new inclusive price of just $9.99 a
month for unlimited access, get ready for a hot ros-
ter of the latest boxsets including WAVO’s exclusive
library of content from HBO to set summer binge-
watching sessions on fire. 

New Binge-watching Boxsets
Westworld, S1-S2
Starting Sunday, July 1
Set at the intersection of the near future and the

reimagined past, explore a world in which every
human appetite can be indulged without conse-
quence. Westworld season 2 will be available as a
full boxset along with season 1 for sci-fi fans.

Marvel, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D, S1-S3
Starting Sunday-Tuesday, July 1,2,3
Phil Coulson (Clark Gregg, reprising his role from

The Avengers and Iron Man) heads an elite team of
fellow agents with the worldwide law-enforcement
organisation known as S.H.I.E.L.D (Strategic
Homeland Intervention Enforcement and Logistics
Division), as they investigate strange occurrences
around the globe.

True Blood, S1-S7
Starting Saturday-Monday, July 7,8,9
Telepathic waitress Sookie Stackhouse encoun-

ters a strange new supernatural world when she
meets the mysterious Bill, a southern Louisiana gen-
tleman and vampire.

Carnivale, S1-S2
Starting Thursday, July 12
A supernaturally slanted good-versus-evil series

set during the 1930s, focusing on a young man with
mysterious talents who is picked up by a carnival
crossing the Dust Bowl. At the same time, a
California preacher predicts doom while battling his
own demons. 

Agent Carter, S1-S2
Starting Sunday, July 15
An action-adventure series following Peggy

Carter (Hayley Atwell) as she does undercover work
for Howard Stark while also holding down a routine
office job for the Strategic Scientific Reserve.

Mildred Pierce, S1
Starting Monday, July 16
A five-part adaptation of James M. Cain’s 1941

novel about a Depression-era housewife whose hus-
band leaves her with two young daughters in
Glendale, California, forcing her to start her life
anew.

Rome, S1-2
Starting Tuesday-Wednesday, July 17, 18
A down-to-earth account of the lives of both

illustrious and ordinary Romans set in the last days
of the Roman Republic.

The Handmaid’s Tale, S1-S2
Starting Friday, July 20
The Handmaid’s Tale is the story of life in the

dystopia of Gilead, a totalitarian society in what was
formerly the United States. Facing environmental
disasters and a plunging birthrate, Gilead is ruled by
a twisted fundamentalism in its militarized “return to
traditional values.” Season 1 is currently available as
a boxset and will be joined the season 2 on July 20.

The Leftovers
Starting Saturday-Monday, July 21,22,23
In a global cataclysm, “The Sudden Departure,”

140 million people disappeared without a trace.
Three years later, residents of Mapleton, New York,
try to maintain equilibrium when the notion of “nor-
mal” no longer applies. 

Strike, S1
Starting Friday, July 27
Drama series based on the novel by Robert

Galbraith. Cormoran Strike (Tom Burke), an injured
war veteran turned PI, and secretary Robin Ellacott
(Holliday Grainger) seek the truth surrounding a
mysterious death. 

Ka’anouh Embarah S1 
Starting Tuesday, July 3 
Egyptian social drama series focusing on a mar-

ried couple whose life is turned upside down when
their young son is kidnapped.

Helow We Mor S1 
Starting Friday, July 6
Studying gastronomy and culinary arts at univer-

sity, aspiring professional chef, Nazli, wants to
become a master in Japanese cuisine and dreams of
opening her own restaurant. 

Strike

Visitors to Britain’s revamped Royal Air  Force
Museum opening on Saturday can fend off
cyber attacks, identify airstrike targets and
practice landing jets on flight simulators. The

north London attraction has been overhauled to mark the
RAF’s centenary this year, with celebrations culminating
in a spectacular flypast over Buckingham Palace next
month. Its three new exhibitions look at the force’s first
hundred years, modern conflicts such as its ongoing cam-
paign in Syria, and its future in the ever more hi-tech
decades to come.

The centenary “was the opportunity to develop exhi-
bitions that are much more engaging and up to date,” the
museum’s chief executive Maggie Appleton told AFP. The

“RAF: First to the Future” section includes joystick-con-
trolled simulator drone missions surveilling enemy move-
ments and installations on the ground. After identifying
potential targets, visitors can weigh up the risks, includ-
ing ethical and legal factors, before deciding whether to
launch precision missile strikes. The new exhibition fea-
ture could prove controversial.

Lindsey German, convenor of the anti-war Stop the
War Coalition, told AFP: “There is something wrong with
a museum encouraging simulation of precision bombing.
“We should be teaching these horrors, not imitating
them.” Visitors can also play cyber-attack defense simu-
lations, protecting information from falling into enemy
hands. The future section also showcases the F-35B

Lightning II stealth fighter, intended to be Britain’s main
strike aircraft until at least 2040. The first four arrived in
Britain earlier this month.

Royal chopper 
The new-look Hangar 1 focuses on the first 100 years

of the RAF from its foundation in 1918, with the emphasis
on human stories and interactive experiences. It features
the Sea King search and rescue helicopter used by
Prince William during his 2010-2013 years as a chopper
pilot in northwest Wales. It has flight simulators, jet
engine inventor Frank Whittle’s blue-grey uniform and a
giant Sunderland flying boat. Three big hangars house
the collection of around 120 classic planes such as the
Spitfire fighter and the Lancaster and Vulcan bombers.

The third new section, in Hangar 6, is called “The RAF
in an Age of Uncertainty”, looking at its role from 1980
onwards. The hangar has Tornado, Jaguar and Harrier
planes used in action in multiple recent conflicts. It looks
at the RAF’s role in Afghanistan and the current cam-
paign against the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria.
“It’s been a very busy period for the RAF over the past
40 years and the  story of contemporary conflict wasn’t
told anywhere,” Andrew Dennis, who curated the hangar,
told AFP. “It’s post-Cold War but how it will be seen in
the future, we’re not sure. It’s less nation state, more
counter-insurgency. It’s still a time of flux,” he said. The
RAF centenary celebrations will culminate on July 10
with a flypast over Buckingham Palace of 100 aircraft
from classic Spitfires, Hurricanes and Lancasters to mod-
ern fighter jets. — AFP

Cyber war, Syria airstrikes 
feature in revamped RAF museum

In this file photo a Royal Air Force (RAF) Museum employee
poses for a photograph with a World War Two (WWII) Spitfire
Mk XVI fighter plane, in London.

The Grizzly Giant sequoia tree, which is 96 feet in circumference and thousands of years old, is
seen under a starry sky at the Mariposa Grove of giant sequoias in Yosemite National Park,
California which recently reopened after a three-year renovation project to better protect the
trees that can live more than 3,000 years. — AFP photos

Sequoia trees, both standing and fallen, are seen under a star-
ry sky at the Mariposa Grove of giant sequoias.

Sequoia trees are seen in the Mariposa Grove of Giant
Sequoias.

The Fallen Monarch sequoia tree is seen in the Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias. A girl investigates the base of a sequoia tree in the Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias.

Visitors look at the Grizzly Giant tree in the Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias.

In this file photo a Royal Air Force (RAF) Museum employee
poses for a photograph with a World War One (WWI) Sopwith
Snipe fighter plane, in London. — AFP photos

T
he Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias, at the
heart of California’s Yosemite National Park, is
home to 500 of the towering trees-many at least
2,000 years old, having sprouted around the

time of Jesus Christ. One of the world’s 65 remaining
natural sequoia groves, and the largest in Yosemite,
Mariposa Grove reopened in June, three years after the
start of a $40 million restoration project to protect the
ancient giants for future generations. The oldest
sequoias can live for more than 3,000 years, their bark
resisting insect attacks and helping them survive count-
less wildfires over the millennia. 

Gone are the gift shop, suffocating fumes from a
chugging diesel tram and 115 spaces of parking lot
asphalt that once cluttered the site, a major tourist
destination four hours’ drive from San Francisco.  Only
a small parking lot remains alongside new restrooms.
The removal of asphalt helps protect the trees’ shallow
root system from compaction, allows water to flow
naturally again, and reduces damaging air pollution
from excess vehicles.

Four miles (6.5 kilometers) of new trails and bridges
have been constructed. A new boardwalk through part
of the grove is elevated over sensitive areas and facili-
tates handicapped access to view the trees. During
most of the day, free shuttle buses ferry tourists to the
heart of the grove from a new visitor center two miles
away. People stand in line to photograph one another at
the California Tunnel Tree, a surviving sequoia through
which a wagon-sized hole was long ago bored. But like
the rest of the forest, Mariposa Grove never closes, so
after the last shuttle bus returns and the road gate is
reopened, more adventurous visitors can drive to the
tiny parking lot and hike through the night in the ancient
woods. And as day becomes night, billions of stars shine
down on the 300-foot (90-meter) tall trees, the 1,800-
year-old Grizzly Giant and its age-old fellows towering
over the silent scene. — AFP

The ancient giants
of Yosemite, under

a billion stars


