
Japan Christian
sites added to
UNESCO World
Heritage list

Adozen Christian locations in parts of southern
Japan where members of the faith were once
brutally persecuted were selected for inclusion
on the UNESCO World Heritage list yesterday.

The 12 sites include 10 villages, Hara Castle and Oura
Cathedral, a Catholic church in Nagasaki that is dedicat-
ed to 26 Christians who were executed for their beliefs

over four centuries ago. The decision was announced in
the Bahraini capital Manama. In a press statement
UNESCO said that the 12 sites “bear unique testimony to
a cultural tradition nurtured by hidden Christians in the
Nagasaki region who secretly transmitted their faith”.

Christianity in Japan dates back to 1549, when
European Jesuit missionary Francis Xavier arrived in the
country with two companions and the religion began
spreading in western Japan. As more missionaries arrived
and the faith spread, Japanese military leaders became
increasingly suspicious of its growing influence and a
crackdown against Christians began from 1589. The
Christians commemorated at Oura — 20 Japanese and
six foreigners-were executed in Nagasaki in 1597 as the
persecution intensified.

For Japanese converts, hiding their religion became a
matter of life and death for the next 250 years, with
Christianity banned and Japan closed to the outside
world. As they practiced their faith but tried to blend in,
the Christians created a blended religion that incorporat-
ed elements of Buddhism. It wasn’t until 1865 that these
“hidden Christians” or Kakure Kirishtan became known
outside of their communities. A group of nervous peas-
ants approached a French priest at Oura Cathedral and
one woman whispered “our hearts are the same as
yours”, prompting the discovery of what turned out to be
tens of thousands of Japanese Christians who had kept
their faith a secret.

Gothic-style Oura, which was built in 1864 by French
priests and was known by locals as the “French temple,”
is the oldest Christian-related building in Japan. It was
designated a national treasure by the government in
1933, but was partly damaged by the atomic bomb
dropped by the US on Nagasaki on August 9, 1945, three
days after the bombing of Hiroshima. The other sites
added to the list include Sakitsu village in Amakusa, in
southwestern Kumamoto, where Christians practiced
their faith in secret in the Edo period. The martyrdom of
hidden Catholics and Jesuit missionaries in Japan in the
17th century was the subject of the 2016 Hollywood film
“Silence”, directed by Martin Scorsese. — AFP
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This undated picture shows the former Nokubi Church in Nagasaki. — AFP photos

This file photo shows a relief of Father Petitjean, a priest
of the French Societe des Mission, with a group of
Japanese ‘kakure kirishitan’ or ‘hidden christian’ dis-
played at a church in Nagasaki city in Japan’s southern
island of Kyushu on July 2, 2007.

Mumbai’s Art Deco buildings-believed  to be the
world’s second largest collection after Miami-
were added yesterday  to UNESCO’s World
Heritage List alongside the city’s better-

known Victorian Gothic architecture. The decision was
approved at a UNESCO meeting in the Bahraini capital
Manama. A not-for-profit team of enthusiasts are in the
process of documenting every single one of Mumbai’s Art
Deco treasures but they estimate there may be more than
200 across India’s bustling financial capital.

The majority of them, built on reclaimed land between
the early 1930s and early 1950s, are clustered together in
the south of the coastal city where they stand in stark
contrast to Victorian Gothic structures. “The Victorian
ensemble includes Indian elements suited to the climate,

including balconies and verandas,” UNESCO said in a
press statement announcing the decision.

“The Art Deco edifices... blend Indian design with Art
Deco imagery, creating a unique style that has been
described as Indo-Deco,” it added. The two vastly differ-
ent architectural traditions face off against each other
across the popular Oval Maidan playing field, where
enthusiastic young cricketers hone their skills. On one side
lie imposing and rather austere 19th century buildings
housing the Bombay High Court and Mumbai University,
with their spires and lancet windows.

On the other side stand sleeker buildings boasting
curved corners and balconies, vertical lines and exotic
motifs. They were built by wealthy Indians who sent their
architects to Europe to  come up with modern designs

different to those of their colonial rulers. “Mumbai’s Art
Deco buildings have always lived in the shadow of the
Victorian Gothic structures built by the British but this
recognition by UNESCO today helps elevate Art Deco to
its rightful place,” Atul Kumar, the founder of Art Deco
Mumbai, told AFP.

“Across a 22-acre stretch of playing field we have two
distinct architectural styles. One symbolic of India’s colo-
nizers. The other representing the aspirations of a new,
wealthy Indian class.” Mumbai’s Art Deco buildings house
residential properties, commercial offices, hospitals and
single screen movie theatres, including the popular Regal
and Eros cinemas. Their characteristics include elegant
Deco fonts, marble floors and spiral staircases. Most of the
Art Deco buildings, including along the three-kilometer

long palm-fringed Marine Drive promenade, are five
storeys high and painted in bright colors such as yellow,
pink and blue. Some of Mumbai’s most recognizable build-
ings are built in the Victorian  Gothic style, including the
city’s famous main train station, which used to be known
as Victoria Terminus.

The Bombay High Court, Mumbai University and the
headquarters of the city’s civic authority are other
examples of that style. They were built in the 19th cen-
tury as Britain strengthened its hold over India. Many of
the edifices boast tinted windows, flying buttresses and
ornate carved figures. — AFP

Mumbai’s Victorian Gothic and Art Deco buildings win UNESCO status

This file photo shows vehicles
passing by an Art Deco 
building on Marine Drive in
Mumbai. — AFP photos

T
aller than Danny de Vito but much shorter than
the average household refrigerator, child star
Isabela Moner is the first to admit that she hardly
cuts an imposing figure. But the five foot (1.5

meter) Cleveland native steals scenes alongside sea-
soned veterans like Josh Brolin and Benicio del Toro in
the brutal action sequel to 2015 crime thriller “Sicario.”
The actress, who turns 17 in a few days, got no kid-
gloves treatment filming her role as a kidnap victim in
the fierce, emotional and R-rated “Sicario: Day of the
Soldado.”

“Basically, I was treated the same way that the adult
actors were, which I appreciated a lot, because I can
handle it,” the actress told AFP in an interview in
Beverly Hills about her latest role. Filming for the high-
ly-topical story of drugs, terrorism and human traffick-
ing at the US-Mexico border began on a cold
November morning in late 2016 at a ramshackle adobe
house in Albuquerque. Moner soon discovered that
playing a victim of violent crime meant putting up with
all the privations that the adult actors endured, includ-
ing being bound and gagged. 

“It was really intense. For the first few takes of that
scene, they actually used duct tape on me because I
was okay with it for some reason,” she told AFP “Now
I’m like, ‘Why would I do that? Why would I agree to
that?’ But back then I was like, ‘Oh yeah, sure, let’s get
into it.’” Moner was best known for the Nickelodeon
series “100 Things to Do Before High School” before
she became a bona fide movie star with last year’s
“Transformers: The Last Knight.”

Big head 
In “Soldado,” which hit US theaters on Friday, she

plays the innocent but spoiled 12-year-old daughter of
a Mexican gangster leading one of the cartels suspect-
ed by the US of trafficking jihadists across the border.
The film reteams Oscar-winner Del Toro, as the myste-
rious attorney-turned-assassin Alejandro, with federal
agent Matt Graver, portrayed once again by Josh Brolin.
Del Toro, who shares most of his screen time with
Moner after kidnapping her, has a reputation for his
intense approach to his craft, but his young co-star says
this is just “his exterior.” “It took a bit for him to warm
up to me, and for me to warm up to him, kind of like in
the movie. It was kind of like sizing each other up, kind
of like, ‘What are you about?’,” she said. 

“But once the filming process happened we were
forced to be buddies, because we spent hours in the
Humvee, all of us. He’s not that hard to get along with, to
be honest. He’s just kind of quiet.” As for man-of-the-
hour Brolin, who has starred in “Deadpool 2” and
“Avengers: Infinity War” this spring, the first thing
Moner noticed, she says, was his literally, physically,
anatomically big head. “He’s so funny, oh my gosh. And
he’s like a little kid,” she said, breaking into a broad grin.
“I think he stopped aging at one point inside, and he’s
just like this really fun guy and I’m so happy for him.”

‘Little tomboy’ 
Moner grew up in Ohio and still lives in Cleveland,

but says she feels more in touch with her Peruvian
mother’s culture, despite her “Americanized” accent
when she speaks Spanish.  “I don’t think I related to the
Irish Catholic surroundings that was my environment
when I was growing up. (Mom) raised me speaking
Spanish in the household and we ate Peruvian food a
lot.” Moner’s transformation into a TV star was some-
what ironic, given that she grew up in a home where
cable TV was banned in favor of sending the young girl
and her brothers to play outside. 

“I was a little tomboy growing up but we had to go
to the library every weekend if we wanted some form of
entertainment,” she said. “And I would gravitate towards
the Shirley Temple, Judy Garland section of the library,
and I would just pop that in and watch on replay
because kids can watch movies over and over again.”
The family lost everything in a house fire around 10
years ago and, needing something to keep her occupied,
the younger Moner was signed up by her mother for an
am-dram performance of “The Wizard of Oz.”

“I wanted to be Dorothy but I got a munchkin,” she
laughs. “I fell in love with it. I don’t know when I started
getting good at it. But I mean I guess I’m okay,” she
says. Moner’s ambitions for the future include working
with fellow former child star Natalie Portman-”the best
part about ‘Star Wars’”-and, one day, directing her own
movie. “I think that would be an awesome opportunity
for sure, and I would give it my all, everything that I
have.”— AFP

Actress Isabela Moner attends the premiere of Columbia
Pictures’ ‘Sicario: Day of the Soldado’ in Westwood,
California. —  AFP 

‘Sicario’ star Isabela Moner on 
getting the measure of Del Toro


