
WASHINGTON: Demonstrations were expected across the
United States yesterday against President Donald Trump’s
hardline immigration policy, as calls grow by activists for abo-
lition of the country’s frontline immigration enforcement
agency. “We’re rallying in Washington DC, and around the
country,” organizers of the “Families Belong Together”
protest said on their website. The Washington protest was to
begin in Lafayette Square-directly across from the White
House-before a march toward the Capitol.

Starting in early May, in an attempt to staunch the flow of
tens of thousands of migrants to the southern US border
every month, Trump ordered the arrest of adults crossing the
boundary illegally, including those seeking asylum. Many try-
ing to cross the US-Mexico border are destitute people flee-

ing gang violence and other turmoil in Central America. As a
result of Trump’s crackdown, distraught children were sepa-
rated from their families and, according to widely broadcast
pictures, held in chain-link enclosures, a practice that sparked
domestic and global outrage.

Last week, Trump signed an order ending the separation of
families but immigration lawyers say the process of doing so
will be long and chaotic. About 2,000 children remained split
from their parents, according to official figures released last
weekend. More than 500 women, including a member of
Congress, were arrested Thursday in the US Capitol complex
protesting Trump’s immigration policy. There have been
protests elsewhere in the country but yesterday’s demonstra-
tions are expected to be far larger, with 50,000 or more

expected in Washington. Trump has made fighting immigra-
tion-both illegal and legal-a major plank of his “America First”
policy agenda. The Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Agency (ICE) makes arrests and otherwise enforces the admin-
istration’s immigration crackdown, but an emerging coalition of
politicians, activists and pro-immigrant protesters has begun
calling for the dismantling of ICE. Critics say the agency has
treated some would-be immigrants cruelly and unfairly.
“Occupy ICE” camps have been set up in several US states. 

One of the first voices to call for the abolition of ICE was
New York Democratic gubernatorial candidate Cynthia
Nixon. She has since been joined by New York Mayor Bill de
Blasio, who told radio station WYNC, “You need some kind
of agency to deal with immigration, but ICE is not that”; and

by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, also of New York, who in a
tweet called ICE “a cruel deportation force.” Yesterday,
Trump tweeted support for ICE, saying “radical left Dems
want you out. Next it will be all police. Zero chance, it will
never happen!”

The political backlash against ICE is so intense that
members of the agency’s criminal investigative division have
asked Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen to split
them off as a separate agency, The Washington Post report-
ed on Thursday. The Post said the request came from the
majority of special agents in charge of the Homeland
Security Investigative Division, which handles transnational
investigations related to counterterrorism, narcotics and
human trafficking. —AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Demonstrators march against the separation of immigrant families in New York. — AFP 

Protesters march against immigration policy in US
‘Occupy ICE’ camps set up in several US states

Three dead in attack 
on Mali HQ of G5
Sahel anti-terror force
BAMAKO: A suicide bomber in a vehicle painted in UN colors
attacked the Malian headquarters of an international anti-terror
task force, the G5 Sahel, on Friday, killing two soldiers and a
civilian, according to a security source and a local leader. The
building’s entrance wall was destroyed, with the force of the
blast throwing the vehicle inside it, according to witnesses and
pictures of the scene.

The Al-Qaeda-linked Support Group for Islam and Muslims,
the main jihadist alliance in Africa’s Sahel region, claimed the
attack in a telephone call to the Mauritanian news agency Al-
Akhbar. UN secretary general Antonio Guterres condemned
“the complex attack perpetrated against the G5-Sahel Joint
Force’s Headquarters”, his spokesman said in a statement. It was
the first attack on the headquarters of the five-nation force, set
up with the backing of France in 2017 to roll back jihadist insur-
gents and criminal groups in the vast, unstable Sahel region.

“Shortly after Friday prayers, a suicide bomber in a vehicle
painted with UN colors blew up at the entrance to the G5 base
in Sevare. It was a huge blast,” a military source in the G5 Sahel
force said. Two soldiers from the force and a civilian were killed,
as well as two attackers, according to a source within the force
and the governor of Mopti, the regional capital. The Malian gov-
ernment later said that the two soldiers killed were members of
its armed forces. A previous toll of six people killed was revised
down. Governor Sidi Alassane Toure said there had been “confu-
sion” in the morgue. “We have arrested four suspects,” he told
AFP, adding that search operations would take all night.

Guterres, who visited the Sevare headquarters last month,
highlighted security shortcomings on several of the force’s sites
in Mali in a report published in May. “Poor conditions on and

around the site represent an important security threat, and are
delaying the deployment of the remaining soldiers,” the report
said. Residents in Sevare, 600 kilometers northeast of the capi-
tal Bamako, hid inside their homes during Friday’s attack,
according to Bouba Bathily, a trader who sheltered from the
gunfire in his house. A local orange seller, Haoussa Haidara, said
“there was a huge blast” followed by shooting that lasted more
than an hour. The attack came three days before a meeting in
the Mauritanian capital of Nouakchott between French
President Emmanuel Macron and the heads of the G5 Sahel
states to discuss progress made by the force. The G5 Sahel aims
to have a total of 5,000 troops from five nations-Burkina Faso,
Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger, but has faced funding prob-
lems. It operates alongside France’s 4,000 troops in the trou-
bled “tri-border” area where Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso
meet, and alongside the UN’s 12,000-strong MINUSMA
peacekeeping operation in Mali.

France’s armed forces minister, Florence Parly, condemned
the “cowardly attack” in a Twitter statement. “Solidarity with
our African partners with whom we will continue the fight
against terrorism,” she said. The G5 Sahel was scheduled to be
fully mobilized by mid-2018, but its deployment has faced
delays, equipment worries and accusations of human rights
abuses. On Tuesday, the UN said Malian soldiers within the
force had “summarily” executed 12 civilians in a market in cen-
tral Mali in May in retaliation for the death of a soldier.

Malian Prime Minister Soumeylou Boubeye Maiga said that
the government had “taken the necessary measures” after the
bloodshed, which he condemned. France intervened militarily in
Mali in 2013 to help government forces drive Al-Qaeda-linked
jihadists out of the north. But large tracts of the country remain
lawless despite a peace accord signed with ethnic Tuareg lead-
ers in mid-2015 aimed at isolating the jihadists. The violence has
also spilled over into both Burkina Faso and Niger.

Earlier Friday, French military headquarters said troops from
its Barkhane mission in Mali had killed or captured 15 jihadists
on June 22 in a joint operation with local forces. The clash took
place in a woodland area of the Inabelbel region, southeast of
Timbuktu, it said in a statement. — AP

Divers progress 
in search for 
missing Thai kids
MAE SAI, Thailand: Rescue divers reached several kilometers
inside a flooded cave yesterday where 12 boys and their football
coach have been trapped for a week, offering a flicker of hope for
the harrowing search. There has been no contact with the boys,
aged 11 to 16, and their coach since they went into the Tham
Luang cave last weekend and were hemmed in by heavy rains
that blocked the entrance. The desperate, round-the-clock search
for the team has been beset by torrential downpours that sub-
merged tunnels near the entrance, blocking divers from going on.

But Navy SEAL divers nearly reached a T-junction in the
depths of the cave just two or three kilometers from where the
boys are believed to be, Chiang Rai governor Narongsak
Osottanakorn said. 

Divers reached the same spot earlier in the week but were
forced back by rushing floodwaters. Water levels inside the com-
plex labyrinth of tunnels finally dropped thanks to dozens of
pumps set up to drain the pools even as heavy rain continued to
pound the area near the Myanmar and Laos borders. 

“The situation is better today than yesterday and the day
before. Water has receded considerably and we are pumping
out water in all chambers (near the entrance),” Narongsak told
reporters. As the search for the boys hit its seventh day, atten-
tion turned to their chances of survival inside a cave with little
or no food and light. The group likely has access to fresh water-
either dripping in through rocks or rushing in through the
entrance-but experts warned that runoff water from nearby
farms could carry dangerous chemicals or bacteria. 

“If they drink the water in the caves and it makes them sick it
could hasten the problem that they are in, but if they don’t drink
it then they are also in trouble,” Anmar Mirza, coordinator of the
US National Cave Rescue Commission, said. But even without
food he said young, athletic boys could “easily live for a month

or a month and a half” but the main challenge now would be
mental resolve. “The biggest issue that they are facing right now
if they are alive is psychological because they don’t know at
what point they might get rescued,” Mirza said in a telephone
interview from the US state of Indiana. 

Practice drills    
The dramatic week-long rescue has galvanized the nation

and prompted emotional outpourings online from well-wishers
praying for their safe return. Cartoon images of the smiling boys
being found by divers circulated along with messages for the
team, such as “Stay Strong, We are Coming”. Teams of foreign
experts, including more than 30 US military personnel, have
descended on the remote mountainous site to join some 1,000
Thai rescuers. Australian, Chinese and Japanese experts also
joined efforts. 

Several teams trekked into the thick jungle above the cave
desperately looking for new openings that might lead to the
trapped boys. One team was drilling into a 40-metre chimney
that led to a muddy chamber, which the governor described as a
“promising” lead. But there was still no indication it linked to the
main cave complex. “We have been rotating our staff into the
chimney since yesterday, they are inside... still searching and we
are waiting for their findings,” Surachai Thathes, chief of the
parks ministry rescue team for northern Thailand, said.

But the main priority was trying to reach the boys through
the main entrance, governor Narongsak said. Earlier in the day
medics and police staged practice drills to prepare for the quick
and complex evacuations that will be required if and when the
boys are found. Stone-faced relatives kept vigil under a
makeshift tent near shrines where monks are leading prayers.
Stretching 10 kilometers and with complicated, snaking path-
ways and narrow corridors, Tham Luang is one of Thailand’s
longest and toughest caves to navigate. 

Officials said the boys know the site well and have visited
many times before, buoying hopes that they might have trekked
to a large airy chamber in the centre called Pattaya Beach.
Rescuers found footprints and handprints in a chamber near
that spot earlier in the week, further in from where they found
the kids’ football boots, backpacks and bicycles. —AFP 


