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KUWAIT: Kuwait reiterated its com-
mitment to follow up on the implemen-
tation of UN Security Council (UNSC)
Resolution 2231 on the nuclear agree-
ment to ensure that Iran and other
states comply with their obligations.
This came in a speech delivered by
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to
the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi during a UN session on efforts
exerted on UN resolution in this regard
that was held recently. The ambassador
affirmed in his speech Kuwait’s support
to all efforts and endeavors aiming to
achieve stability and security in the
region, which has been suffering from
wars and unrest. He stressed also
“Kuwait’s firm stance towards all issues
of nuclear non-proliferation in general
and making the Middle East region free
from weapons of mass destruction in
particular”. 

Kuwait has welcomed the agreement
of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), despite its belief that
it (agreement) does not tackle all con-
cerns of the region’s countries, he said.

“Based on the spirit of cooperation
and support for diplomatic efforts, we
expressed our hope that the agree-
ment would contribute to enhancing
security and stability in the Middle
East region,” he stressed. Despite the
deterioration of security situation in
the Middle East and facing constantly
interferences into our internal affair as

well as destabilizing the region, Kuwait
sees that it is imperative to support
and encourage all concerned parties to
preserve and carry out the deal’s items,
he pointed out.

Otaibi referred that causes, which
pushed the US to withdraw from the
nuclear deal known as JCPOA, require
re-shedding light on tackling all
regional and international concerns
pertaining to the deal. He expressed
concern over assessment by the secre-
tary of implementing the resolution
2231 on the ballistic missiles fired on
Saudi Arabia from Yemen and issues
related to the transfer of military
weapons to other countries in the
region.  He renewed that Kuwait con-
demns in the strongest terms the launch
of the ballistic missiles on Saudi Arabia
that target its national security and civil
sites of bothers in the Arabia Gulf.

He affirmed the Arab League’s
stance, issued during the 29th summit
on Jerusalem that has called for the
necessity of maintaining security and
stability of the region’s countries and
the safety of their nations. It also
stressed the need to abide by not to
interfere in internal affairs of coun-
tries, and to respect their sovereignty
and maintain good-neighborly rela-
tions as well as stop provocative acts,
which would undermine confidence-
building and threaten security and
stability. —KUNA
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Minister blames slacking teachers,
students for spread of private tuition

Kuwait eyes labor treaties with India, Indonesia
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister Higher
Education Dr Hamed Al-Azmi said that private tuition
was phenomenally spreading amongst students in all
stages. Responding to a parliamentary inquiry made by
MP Essa Al-Kandari, Azmi
admitted that some teachers
do not exert enough efforts
in teaching their students
and instead promote private
tuitions, while some parents
fail to follow up with their
children’s studies due to lack
of time or incapability to
teach them themselves.
Furthermore, the minister
blamed the spread of this
phenomenon on the growing
use of modern technology ‘that has been keeping stu-
dents busy at the expense of their studies,’ as well as
low achieving students who resort to private tuitions
instead of paying more attention to learning in class.

In this regard, Azmi explained that many students
ignore studying all term long, and instead resort to pri-
vate tuitions before exams to make up for their lack of
studying throughout the year. He also stressed that
repeated absence, psychological and personal motives

on some parents and students were behind the phe-
nomena. 

“Private tuitions has been prevailing for years and
several studies have been made in an attempt to control
them over the years,”Azmi added, noting that the
Ministry of Education had dealt with the phenomena

positively and realized some
students’ needs for extra
guidance through evening
classes opened for them.
Further, Azmi stressed that
the ministry follows proce-
dures to limit the spread of
this phenomena, which start
with warning newly-appoint-
ed teachers of its conse-
quences. 

Labor treaties
The Kuwait-Philippines committee formed to follow

up the implementation of the labor treaty signed
between the two countries is due to meet in Kuwait this
week, said informed sources, noting that the meeting
would include officials from  Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry,
Interior Ministry and the Public Authority for
Manpower. Meanwhile, the sources said that Kuwait is
currently coordinating with India, Indonesia and other
countries to sign new labor treaties in order to facilitate

the hiring of domestic helpers.

Residential projects
Minister of Public Works and Minister of State for

Municipal Affairs Hosam Al-Roumi stressed that
Kuwait’s urban areas can no longer absorb any more
residential projects, and warned that any further proj-
ects would lead to more traffic congestions, overpopu-
lation and over-pressure on its infrastructure which is
already suffering. 

Bedoons’ pilgrims
Minister of Justice and Minister of Awqaf and

Islamic Affairs Dr Fahad Al-Afasi announced that, in
collaboration with Al-Zakat House and the Awqaf
Secretariat General, the ministry would subsidize each
bedoon (stateless) pilgrim with KD 500 of the total
cost of this year’s hajj season. Afasi announced the
names of five hajj convoys that would serve bedoon pil-
grims, noting that the five convoys chosen were the
ones who offered the least prices. He also noted that
subsidies would cover 1,000 bedoon pilgrims who
would only have to pay between KD400 and KD480.
In addition, Afasi said that the ministry would pay the
full cost of hajj for 20 of the martyrs’ children. 

In other news, the Central Agency for Remedying
Illegal Residents Status announced yesterday that some
37,879 temporary ID cards have been issued for

bedoons in the country
from January to June
2018. The agency wel-
comes new applications
to renew the cards,
Tareq Al-Baijan, direc-
tor of ID cards depart-
ment at agency, said.

However, applications
are only accepted a
month prior to the cards’
expiration to avoid crowd
congestion and facilitate
matters for applicants,
Baijan added. The agency
has also issued around
274 ‘To Whom It May
Concern’ certificates for
various state bodies
between January and June 2018, he noted. The agency
was keen on issuing those certificates as quick as possible
and handing them to clients the next day to submit them,
added the state official. Furthermore, the agency has also
launched a special reception hall for non-Kuwaiti children
and wives of citizens to complete their documents and
procedures. The agency would also grant them special
two-year valid ID cards labeled as “Kuwaitis’ children”
and “Kuwaitis’ wives,” he said. — KUNA

Education Minister Dr
Hamed Al-Azmi

Urban area
mostly 

overpopulated

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Public Anticorruption
Authority referred a number of
municipality officials and a property
owner to the public prosecution over
charges of forging a property
description certificate for an illegal
property, assistant secretary general

for corruption detection and investi-
gation Mohammed Abdul Rahman
Buzobar announced yesterday. 

Maintenance program
Two Ministry of Electricity and

Water (MEW) officials; assistant
undersecretary for power and water
distillation plants Fuad Al-Oun, and
the manager of the engineering pro-
grams’ department Sana Al-Ghareeb,
are currently working with the plants’
operation engineers on following up
with the 2018-2019 maintenance pro-
gram which is due to start by the
beginning of September 2018 and end
in May 2019. Oun gave instructions to
provide the needed spare parts and
hold meetings with concerned con-
tractors, sources said.  
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Three people narrowly escaped
death when firemen rescued them from a fire
that broke out at their house in Dhahr, said
security sources. Firefighters from Mubarak
Al-Kabeer and Qurain fire stations rushed to
the scene immediately after the blaze was
reported, and they managed to control the
flames without recording any casualties. 

Another huge fire broke out in a bever-
ages’ factory in Sabhan, which started in an
open yard and part of the factory that con-
tained fuel and packaging material. It took the
efforts of 130 firemen to contain the fire
which extended over an area of 4,000 square
meters, sources said. Firemen from Sabhan,
Farwaniya, Mubarak Al-Kabeer, Salmiya,
Mangaf, Operations Center, Backup Center,
Suliabikhat and Al-Hilali fire stations
responded to the blaze. 

Traffic campaign
Traffic police launched an inspection cam-

paign over the weekend to track and appre-
hend reckless drivers, the Interior Ministry’s
relations and security media department
announced yesterday. The campaign resulted
in filing 25 traffic citations, impounding 24
vehicles and arresting 21 violators. The cam-
paign was launched at 8:00 pm on Thursday
and lasted until dawn on Friday. It covered
the Arabian Gulf Road, the Second Ring
Road, Damascus Street, Morocco
Expressway, Ibrahim Al-Mezyan Road and
Jahra Road, with participation of 35 police
patrols as well as 84 officers and warrant
officers. 

Minor accidents
In another update, the department

announced that articles 41/2 and 41/5 of the
traffic code pertaining with accepting recon-
ciliation in minor traffic accidents would take
effect starting today. A driver who causes an
accident and admits his or her fault inside a
police station will be fined KD 20, and then
reconciliation documents will be sent to
insurance companies for compensation with-
out having to go to court, the department
explained.

Further, the department explained that in
case of minor accidents and upon all sides’
consensus, reconciliation would be accepted
and drivers would have to remove their vehi-
cles to prevent blocking traffic flow.
“However, if no agreement is reached, the

drivers involved would have to go to the con-
cerned police station to settle the matter,” the
department added.  The department also
warned that drivers who refuse to remove
their vehicles off the road would be fined for
blocking traffic flow.
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KUWAIT: Fire engines are seen outside a house in Dhahr where
a fire was reported. Firefighters tackle a blaze reported in a Sabhan factory.

A sports car impounded during a recent
traffic campaign.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Ports Authority
(KPA) said on Friday that divers have
recovered eight empty containers that
fell from a container ship into the sea at
Shuwaikh port, but did not cause any
casualties or material losses. The inci-
dent occurred Thursday night, as quali-
fied national divers, from the depart-
ment of Maritime Operations, were suc-
cessful in controlling the situation, KPA
said in a statement

The agency’s maritime operations

department immediately reacted to the
rescue operation, which continued until
Friday evening, the statement added.
The statement also pointed out that the
Department of Maritime Operations
dealt with the situation in strict profes-
sional manner with the incident from the
time they were called in. KPA noted that
an investigation into the incident was
created to know the exact cause and
detailed report will be available within
three days. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Established in January 2017, the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO)
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) Regional
Center in Kuwait serves as an entity dedicat-
ed to the stability of the region and the world.
The headquarters of the center is equipped
with the latest tools and training facilities
aimed at providing NATO expertize to
Kuwaiti government institutes and members
of the ICI. The NATO ICI Regional Center is
also hopeful to bolster cooperation with
Kuwait within the security domain. Speaking
on the services of the center, Director of
Fawaz Al-Othman indicated that the center
offered the latest in NATO expertize and
training to members of the ICI.

The aim of the center is to build bridges of
cooperation between NATO and allies espe-
cially with GCC countries, said Othman who
indicated that the Kuwaiti government was
one of the major benefactors of the center.

In regards to the administration of the cen-
ter, Al-Othman indicated that Kuwait’s
National Security Bureau (NSB) handles the

process in coordination with NATO, adding
his country had always been a valid partner
before and since joining the ICI in 2004.  In
December 2006, Kuwait organized the inter-
national NATO-GCC conference, which
planted the initial seeds to host the ICI
Regional Center, said Al-Othman, adding that
the GCC member issued an official request to
host the center in February 14, 2012 during its
participation in another NATO-GCC meeting.

The initiative was approved by NATO’s

Chicago summit on May 20 the same year,
reflecting the strong partnership between
NATO and Kuwait, affirmed Al-Othman.  He
added that Kuwait also joined the organiza-
tion’s Individual Partnership and Cooperation
Program (IPCP) in 2014, which further solidi-
fied cooperation.  Since establishment,
NATO-Kuwait ICI Regional Center hosted
eight training programs with the participation
of 400 personnel from Kuwaiti and GCC gov-
ernment institutes. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) Istanbul Cooperation Initiative
(ICI) Regional Center in Kuwait. — KUNA


