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News in brief

Saudi agrees to US request 
to increase oil production

Prices too high! Trump lashes out at OPEC 

Kuwait airport’s fire

KUWAIT: A limited fire
engulfed the smoking room
at Kuwait International
Airport due to short circuit
yesterday, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said. The fire, which
took place between Gate 9
and Gate 10 at the airport,
caused neither casualties
nor disruptions to air travel
operations, it said in a press statement. Firefighters
have already put the limited fire under control,
according to the DGCA’s statement. — KUNA

UNESCO heritage list

MANAMA: UNESCO yesterday added eight pre-
Islamic Iranian archeological sites to its World
Heritage List, the UN agency announced at a meet-
ing in the Bahraini capital.  The sites collectively
appear on the worldwide list as the “Sassanid
Archaeological Landscape of Fars region (Islamic
Republic of Iran)”. A province in modern-day Iran’s
south, Fars was the cradle of the Sassanid dynasty,
which appeared at the start of the third century.
After the fall of the Parthian empire, the Sassanids
ruled territory that, at its peak, stretched from the
west of Afghanistan to Egypt, before falling to the
Arab conquest under the Umayyad caliphate in the
middle of the seventh century. “These fortified
structures, palaces and city plans date back to the
earliest and latest times of the Sassanian Empire,”
UNESCO said. — AFP (See Page 21) 

Al-Hayat closes bureau 

BEIRUT: Prestigious pan-Arab newspaper Al-Hayat
closed its offices in birthplace Lebanon yesterday, as
the Saudi-owned publication continued to downsize
its operations. The newspaper closed its bureau in
the Lebanese capital seven decades after it was
founded there, with a source at the paper citing
“financial reasons”. “This closure is part of a decision
to close all foreign bureaus for financial reasons and
transfer the headquarters to Dubai,” the source said.
In January, the newspaper closed its head office in
London ahead of moving to the Gulf emirate. And the
printing presses stopped earlier this month in Beirut,
several sources said, leaving the international edition
only available online until further notice. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump said yes-
terday that Saudi Arabia’s King Salman had agreed to his
request to ramp up oil production, a week after OPEC
already announced an output rise. The official Saudi Press
Agency confirmed a phone call between the two leaders
about oil, but mentioned no specifics.”Just spoke to King
Salman of Saudi Arabia and explained to him that, because
of the turmoil & dysfunction in Iran and Venezuela, I am
asking that Saudi Arabia increase oil production, maybe
up to 2,000,000 barrels, to make up the difference,”
Trump announced in an early morning tweet. “Prices too
high! He has agreed!” 

The Saudi Press Agency said Trump had called Salman
and the two highlighted “the necessity of doing efforts in
order to preserve the stability of the oil market and the
global economy growth.” They also discussed “efforts of
the producing countries to cover any possible shortage in
supplies,” the agency said in its brief report. Saudi Arabia
is the world’s biggest oil exporter and has usually kept at
least 1.5 million to two million barrels per day of spare
capacity, according to the United States Energy
Information Administration.

But oil officials cited by The Wall Street Journal said it is
debatable whether the kingdom would be able to raise out-
put by the amount Trump suggested. “This is just simply not
doable,” said one senior Saudi oil official cited by the
Journal. Trump has repeatedly lashed out at OPEC on
Twitter in recent months, piling pressure on Riyadh, a major
ally, to boost output as he hopes for lower pump prices
before midterm congressional elections in November.  

His latest comments come a week after ministers from
the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries-of
which Saudi Arabia is the major member had agreed to
raise output from July. Non-OPEC member Russia on
June 23 also backed the effort, capping a week of tense

diplomacy for the grouping that averted a damaging rift
between arch foes Iran and Saudi Arabia. The ministers
announced they would ramp up oil production by around
one million barrels a day from July. “I think it will con-
tribute significantly to meet the extra demand that we see
coming in the second half,” Saudi Energy Minister Khalid
Al-Faleh told reporters at the time.

The talks had centered on whether to amend an 18-
month-old supply-cut deal between OPEC members and
allied countries, including Russia, that has cleared a global
oil glut and lifted crude prices. The unprecedented sup-
ply-cut pact has lifted crude prices from below $30 a bar-
rel in early 2016 to around $70.

Saudi Arabia, backed by non-member Russia, had
argued strongly in favor of increasing production as
grumbles in major consumer countries like the United
States, India and China have grown about higher prices.
Iran opposed any changes to the original production-cut
deal at a time when its  oil industry is facing renewed
sanctions over Trump’s decision to quit the international
nuclear deal with Tehran. In the end, both sides were able
to save face. The current production curb pact calls for
participating countries to trim output by 1.8 million bar-
rels a day.

But production constraints and geopolitical factors
have seen several nations exceed their restriction quo-
tas, keeping about 2.8 million barrels off the market,
according to OPEC. By agreeing to collectively raise
output by a million barrels, member countries are simply
committing to comply fully with the deal struck in late
2016. Iran has accused Trump of trying to politicize
OPEC and said it was US sanctions on Iran and
Venezuela that had helped push up prices. Saudi Arabia
was producing around 10 million barrels of crude a day
in May, according to OPEC. —  AFP 

France end Messi’s World Cup dream 

KAZAN: Argentina’s goalkeeper Franco Armani (center) reacts as he takes France’s third goal during the Russia
2018 World Cup round of 16 football match between France and Argentina yesterday. — AFP (See Page 28)

MUMBAI: Thousands of people took to the streets in
central India this week demanding the death penalty for
assailants who raped a seven-year-old girl lured away
from school as she waited to be picked up by her par-
ents. Two men have been arrested for the crime in the
city of Mandsaur, police said. The victim was hospital-
ized but is recovering, doctors said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government introduced the death
penalty for rape of girls under 12 and increased the
minimum punishment for those whose victims were
under 16, after the rapes of an eight-year-old girl and a
young woman in two states ruled by his party earlier
this year led to public protests.

There were 40,000 rapes reported in India in 2016
and the victims were children in 40 percent of those
cases. Every day, newspapers carry fresh stories of
sexual violence against women. In Mandsaur, the girl
was waiting to be picked up from school by her par-
ents, who were running late, police said. CCTV footage,
accessed from nearby shops, showed her walking away
with one of the accused. Police later found the victim
unconscious in nearby bushes, said Manoj Singh, a

police superintendent in the Mandsaur district. 
The two men were in custody, he added. “Our inves-

tigation is almost complete,” Singh said. “We are wait-
ing for the doctors to permit us to talk to the victim. We
just want to confirm a few things with her and then we
will put up the final report in court.” Singh said thou-
sands of people held street protests in about eight
cities in the region, many seeking the death penalty for
the accused. Shivraj Chauhan, the chief minister of
Madhya Pradesh state, where Mandsaur is located, has
also demanded the death penalty for those found guilty,
according to news reports. — Reuters

Rape of 7-yr-old 
girl sparks angry 
protests in India 

JHARKHAND: Indian National Congress party activist
burn an effigy of Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar
Das while holding placards during protest against the
recent abduction and gang-rape of five charity workers
in Chochang village of Khunti district. — AFP 

CAIRO: Freedom of expression may shrink further
in Egypt where lawmakers have approved the first
reading of a bill that would monitor popular social
media users in the name of combating “false news”.
Platforms such as Twitter and Facebook have
become one of the last forums for public debate in
Egypt since a November 2013 ban on all but
police-approved gatherings. In Egypt, more than
500 websites have so far been blocked, according
to the Association of Freedom of Thought and
Expression (AFTE).

On June 10, parliament gave preliminary
approval of the bill, pending a final reading and
then ratification by President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi.
Under the bill, internet users with at least 5,000
followers would be placed under the supervision of
Egypt’s Supreme Council for Media Regulation.
The council, known for its criticism of foreign
media and television programs accused of violat-
ing public morals, would oversee “every personal
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ISTANBUL: Earlier this month, Maya Merhi, 8, who was
born with no legs due to a congenital condition, was mov-
ing around a Syrian displaced persons camp on artificial
limbs made of plastic tubing and tin cans. But after pic-
tures of her plight, including those taken by AFP in Syria,
were seen around the world, she was brought to Istanbul
for treatment. And her life should be about to change.

“Maya will walk,” said Dr Mehmet Zeki Culcu, the
prosthetics specialist treating her at an Istanbul clinic.
“God willing, in three months time.” Maya, originally
from Aleppo region, had until her sudden transfer to
Istanbul been living with her father at a camp for dis-
placed people in the Idlib region of northern Syria, vic-
tims of Syria’s over seven year civil war. Her homemade
prosthetics had been cobbled together by her father
Mohammad Merhi, 34, who also shares the same disabil-
ity known as congenital amputation which means the
person is born without lower limbs.
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PARIS: Combination of photos shows disabled eight-year-old Maya Mohammad Ali Merhi and her father who like his
daughter was born without legs, both at a camp in Idlib, Syria and upon her arrival at a hospital in Istanbul. — AFP 


