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LONDON: Golf has emerged as
Britain’s dullest sport in a survey
confirming the historic phrase
wrongly attributed to Mark Twain
that it is “a good walk spoiled”. The
YouGov poll-published in Thurs-
day’s edition of The Times-found
70% of the 1,616 adults asked for
their opinion adjudged golf to be the
dullest only 11% considered it to be
exciting. Despite attracting sell out
crowds at Wembley for NFL games
American Football is considered the
second dullest (59%) whilst after the
4-0 Ashes drubbing by Australia

there is more bad news for English
cricket as it is just behind in third
with 58%.    

English golfer Matthew South-
gate-who finished joint sixth in The
British Open last year-concurred
with the findings and was not sur-
prised  athletics topped the poll in
terms of being considered the least
dull (28%) and 47% found it excit-
ing. “I probably agree with them,”
Southgate told The Times. “The cov-
erage needs to be better. Running is
first to the line-that’s pretty self-ex-
planatory-but in golf there’s a lot of
time when no one is hitting a shot.
Unless you know the rules and the
players, it can be difficult to watch.”

However, golf officials hit back at
the survey. “Golf is unique in that
any golfer can play against the best
players in the world thanks to the
handicap system,” Martin Slumbers,
chief executive of the R&A, told The
Times. “I would encourage anyone
to take up golf and enjoy a true
sport for life.” —AFP 

Golf merges
as Britain’s
dullest sport
in a survey

LOS ANGELES: Lou Williams scored a career-
high 50 points as the Los Angeles Clippers spoiled
a milestone night for Kevin Durant with a 125-106
victory on Wednesday. Durant became the 44th
player in league history to score 20,000 career
points, reaching the achievement with a pull-up
jump shot late in the second quarter. NBA finals
MVP Durant needed 25 points to get to 20,000
and that is the number he finished on at the end of
the first half. At age 29 he is the second youngest
to do it behind LeBron James.

“He is one of the all-time greats,” said Warriors
coach Steve Kerr of Durant, who finished with 40
points. “There is going to be another one (mile-
stone) in a month. “He’s Kevin Durant. The second
youngest to do it ... Who is the youngest? LeBron,
not bad company.” Williams tallied 27 of his 50
points in the third quarter for the visiting Clippers
who beat Golden State for the first time in more
than three years.  Williams also had eight three
pointers and seven assists and rookie Tyrone Wal-
lace came off the bench to score a season-high 22
points.  “It was hard to stop him,” Durant said of
Williams. 

“His pull-up three is a cash shot. We were too
loose on him and let him go where ever he wanted.”
Elsewhere, Jimmy Butler finished with 26 points
and eight assists on as the Minnesota Timber-
wolves defeated struggling Oklahoma City 104-
88, handing the Thunder their third consecutive
loss. Centre Karl-Anthony Towns tallied 18 points
and 12 assists for the Timberwolves who are play-
ing some of their best basketball of the season and
have three straight resounding home wins in a row.

“When we start to compete on the defensive end
like that we are tough to beat,” said Butler. 

Veteran influence
Butler, who is in his first season with Minnesota

after coming over from the Chicago Bulls, said he
is trying to be one of the veteran leaders on a
young team. “Last year this team didn’t understand
how important every possession is,” he said. An-
drew Wiggins finished with 19 points in 42 minutes
of playing time for the Timberwolves. Thunder star
Russell Westbrook had a game-high 38 points and
10 rebounds but he didn’t get much help from his
supporting cast. Carmelo Anthony continues to
struggle with his new team as he finished with 15
points and one rebound.  Paul George was the only
other Thunder player in double figures with 13
points as Oklahoma City has lost five of their last
seven games.  

The loss drops the Thunder to 22-20 on the
season and into sixth place as they dropped
below Portland in the Western Conference stand-
ings.  Minnesota is on the rise having beaten New
Orleans, Cleveland and Oklahoma City in recent
home games thanks to their improving defense
and consistently solid offence. Minnesota had
won seven of eight games before a disappointing
East Coast road trip featured losses at Brooklyn
and Boston. Then the Wolves beat New Orleans
at home and led by as many as 34 points, a sea-
son-high mark to that point. Hosting James and
Cleveland on Monday, Minnesota dominated play,
led by as many as 41 points on its way to a 127-
99 victory.— AFP 

Williams scores 50, Durant 
reaches milestone in loss

Butler shines as Wolves topple Thunder

CALIFORNIA: Carmelo Anthony #7 of the Oklahoma City Thunder helps up Russell West-
brook #0 of the Oklahoma City Thunder at Staples Center in Los Angeles. — AFP 

PARIS: Captain Thomas Bjorn will look to lead Europe to a
victory over hosts Asia in this week’s EurAsia Cup with the
event also serving as a dress rehearsal for one of the teams
contesting the 2018 Ryder Cup. Le Golf National in Paris will
host the 42nd Ryder Cup in September when the Dane will
lead a side trying to wrest the title back from the United
States, who last won in Europe 25 years ago. With that longer-
term goal in mind, Bjorn has six former Ryder Cup players at
his disposal in a 12-man team that will take part in the third
edition of the EurAsia Cup at the Glenmarie Golf and Country
Club in Kuala Lumpur.

The last time the event was played, a European team led
by Northern Irishman Darren Clarke romped to an 18 1/2-
5 1/2 blowout win over their Asian counterparts in the sec-
ond edition of the biennial matchplay contest in 2016. The
current side includes Englishmen Tommy Fleetwood, who
won last season’s Race to Dubai, Tyrrell Hatton, Ross
Fisher and Matthew Fitzpatrick, Spaniard Rafa Cabrera-
Bello, Austrian Bernd Wiesberger, Ireland’s Paul Dunne,
Belgian Thomas Pieters, and the Swedish duo of Alex
Noren and Henrik Stenson.

Experienced Englishman Paul Casey and France’s Alex

Levy are Bjorn’s two wildcard picks against an Asian side led
by three-time European Tour winner Arjun Atwal of India.
“We’re very well aware that Asia has never fielded a stronger
team than they do this time,” the Dane told reporters this
week. “Golf is a strange game. Whatever it says on the paper
very rarely comes out on top. As golf in Asia continues to grow
at a rapid rate, the amount of players from the region making
a positive impact on tours around the world points to a bright
future for the sport and adds credibility to the EurAsia Cup.
“I think the commitment from the players early on, wanting to
play in this event, shows where European golf is,” Bjorn added. 

“There’s an excitement about representing Europe. That’s
something that says a lot about those 12 players in there. They
want to win.” Atwal believes his youthful team, which boasts
11 European Tour titles between them, including multiple win-
ners Kiradech Aphibarnrat of Thailand and India’s S.S.P
Chawrasia, has the strength in depth to turn the contest in
Asia’s favor. “Definitely everybody knows we are underdogs,
except my team,” the 44-year-old said. “There is no such thing
as an underdog in matchplay golf. You can be underdogs on
paper, but once the matches start, anything can happen.

“I pretty much picked Tiger’s (Woods) brain a little bit be-
cause we are really close. I saw Davis (Love III) at a range
somewhere and I kind of told him that I was captaining. So I
have an idea of what to deal with and what to expect.” Current
Asian Tour Order of Merit leader Gavin Green of Malaysia,
his compatriot Nicholas Fung, India’s Anirban Lahiri, South
Korea’s Kang Sung-hoon and An Byeong-un, Thai pair
Phachara Khongwatmai and Poom Saksansin, China’s Li Hao-
tong and Japanese duo Yuta Ikeda and Hideto Tanihara com-
plete the side. — Reuters
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