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SEOUL: Chinese President Xi Jinping yesterday
welcomed recent progress in inter-Korean talks
during a telephone call with South Korean President
Moon Jae-in, the South’s Blue House said in a state-
ment. At Tuesday’s talks, North Korea said it would
attend the Winter Olympics in the South next
month, and both sides agreed to resolve problems
through dialogue and revive military consultations
to avoid accidental conflict. 

Seoul and Beijing agreed in October to move be-
yond a year-long stand-off over the deployment of
a US anti-missile system in South Korea, a dispute
that has been devastating
to South Korean busi-
nesses that rely on Chinese
consumers. Moon made his
first visit to China last
month.  During the 30-
minute call, Xi said he sup-
ported Moon’s stance that
the advancement of inter-
Korean ties and the denu-
clearisation of the
peninsula should “go in
parallel”, Moon’s office said. 

“The two leaders agreed to strengthen strategic
communication and cooperation,” the statement
said. It added that the two leaders hoped the latest
dialogue effort would lead to a peaceful resolution
of the North Korean nuclear issue and the estab-
lishment of peace on the Korean peninsula, beyond
next month’s Olympics.  

In Bejing, the official China Daily cited Xi as

telling Moon that China wanted to work with South
Korea to “jointly maintain regional peace and sta-
bility”.  In a telephone call on Wednesday, Moon
and US President Donald Trump also said the dia-
logue “could naturally lead to talks between the
United States and North Korea for the denu-
clearization of the Korean peninsula after the
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics.”

Washington welcomed the talks as a first step
towards resolving the crisis over North Korea’s
program to develop nuclear missiles capable of
reaching the United States, but it has reiterated

that any talks involving
the US must be aimed at
the North’s denucleariza-
tion. However, Py-
ongyang said it would
not discuss its nuclear
weapons because they
were aimed only at the
United States and not its
“brethren” in China, Rus-
sia and South Korea,
showing that a diplomatic

breakthrough to the crisis remains far off.

Japan protests
Meanwhile, Japan yesterday protested to China

after a Chinese military vessel was detected in wa-
ters near disputed islands in the East China Sea,
calling on China to avoid actions that could interfere
with improving bilateral ties.

The Chinese frigate was seen in waters contigu-

ous to Japan’s territory around the islands, known
as the Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, the
Defence Ministry said. It did not enter Japanese ter-
ritorial waters.

A foreign submarine was also detected in the
same area on Wednesday as well as yesterday, it
added, without identifying the nationality. Both had
left the area by yesterday afternoon.

Japan and China have long been at loggerheads
over the tiny, uninhabited islands. They are con-
trolled by Japan but claimed also by China.  “We

want to strongly urge China not to do anything to
interfere with improving bilateral ties,” Chief Cab-
inet Secretary Yoshihide Suga told a news confer-
ence. Kenji Kanasugi, director-general of the
Japanese Foreign Ministry’s Asian and Oceanian
Affairs Bureau, met with Chinese ambassador
Cheng Yonghua at the Foreign Ministry to express
grave concern about the move, the ministry said in
a statement. The Chinese ambassador responded
to the protest by reiterating China’s stance on the
islands, the statement added. —Reuters
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BEIJING: Mark Sedwill (center), national security advisor to the British prime minister shakes hands with Chi-
nese delegates upon arrival for a meeting with Chinese State Councilor Yang Jiechi prior to a meeting at the
Zhongnanhai Leadership Compound in Beijing yesterday. —AFP

Shanghai closes 
Marriott website 
in China after 
questionnaire gaffe
BEIJING: Authorities in Shanghai yester-
day closed down Marriott International
Inc’s Chinese website for a week, punish-
ing the world’s biggest hotel chain for list-
ing Chinese-claimed regions such as Tibet
and Taiwan as separate countries in a cus-
tomer questionnaire.

The US company issued an apology
earlier in the day for the gaffe, which had
drawn accusations of disrespecting Chi-
nese sovereignty and calls for a boycott by
angry netizens on Weibo, China’s version
of Twitter. “Marriott International respects
Chinese sovereignty and its territorial in-
tegrity...We sincerely apologize for any
actions that led to misunderstanding on
the aforementioned stance,” the company
said in a statement on its official Weibo
account.

Aside from closing down the website,
the Shanghai Cyberspace Administration
said in statement that it was shutting the
Marriott’s mobile phone application, in a
move that would also disrupt bookings.

In a Mandarin-language questionnaire
sent out to customers a few days ago,
Marriott listed Tibet, Hong Kong, Macau
and Taiwan as separate countries.

China claims sovereignty over all four
of territories, though Taiwan is self-ruled
and has democratic elections. The Shang-
hai government said it had asked Marriott
to “take down all relevant content, conduct
a thorough check on all contents it posted
on its website and online application to
prevent anything similar, and address the
public’s concern in a timely fashion to
eliminate a negative impact.”

It also said Shanghai’s Huangpu district
market supervision bureau was launching
an investigation into Marriott, as it was
suspected of violating China’s cyber secu-
rity law and advertisement law.

Last year, South Korean companies
were hit heavily by Chinese economic re-
taliation over Seoul’s deployment of a US
missile shield system. —Reuters 

Japanese crime boss
held in Thailand 
after ‘yakuza’ 
tatts go viral
BANGKOK: A retired Japanese crime boss has
been arrested in Thailand ending more than 14
years on the run after photos of his ‘yakuza’ tat-
toos and a missing little finger went viral.

The fugitive, Shigeharu Shirai, 72, was ar-
rested by a SWAT team on Wednesday in the
sleepy central Thai market town of Lopburi while
he was out shopping. 

Japanese authorities have called for his arrest
over an alleged role in the shooting of a rival in
Japan in 2003, after which he fled to Thailand,
married a Thai woman and drifted into a seem-
ingly peaceful retirement. That was until a Thai
local posted some photos of the diminutive, frail-
looking retiree playing a streetside checkers
game with his intricate gang tattoos on full show
and a missing little finger-yakuza members often
slice off the tip of a finger to atone for an offence.

The photos were shared more than 10,000
times online and caught the attention of Japanese
police, who asked the Thai authorities to move in.

“The suspect admitted that he was the leader
of the Yakuza sub-gang Kodokai,” Thai police
spokesman General Wirachai Songmetta said, re-

ferring to an affiliate of Japan’s largest yakuza
gang, the Yamaguchi-gumi. The yakuza emerged
in the chaos of post-war Japan turning into multi-
billion-dollar criminal organizations involved in
everything from gambling, drugs and prostitution
to loan sharking, protection rackets and white-
collar crime. 

They were long tolerated as a necessary evil
to keep order on the streets and getting things
done quickly-however dubious the means.  Un-
like the Italian Mafia or Chinese triads, yakuza are
not illegal and each group has its own headquar-
ters in full view of police. —AFP

This handout photo taken on Wednesday and received by
the Royal Thai Police shows retired Japanese crime boss
Shigeharu Shirai (center), 72, being paraded to show his
gang-style tattoos to reporters at a police station after his
arrest in the central Thai province of Lopburi. —AFP
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