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BANGKOK: After months denying any wrong-
doing, Myanmar has admitted its forces helped
kill 10 Rohingya in custody in an apparent bid
to blame a few rogue soldiers for what the
global community alleges is part of an organized
ethnic cleansing campaign.

Accounts of mass murder, rape and torture
from the 655,000 Rohingya who fled Myan-
mar’s army to Bangladesh have horrified the
world. Since the August crackdown the army
vigorously denied any abuses, instead  locking
down access to Rakhine state and accusing crit-
ics-including the UN of  pro-Rohingya bias and
spreading “fake news”.

Then late on Wednesday it suddenly
changed tune: an internal probe found four
members of the “security forces” helped kill 10
Rohingya militant suspects at Inn Din village on
September 2, leaving their bodies in a hastily-
dug pit.

It was found that the incident was not sub-
mitted to superior levels,” it said. The unprece-
dented acknowledgment, relayed on the
Facebook page of the office of army chief Min
Aung Hlaing, rippled out across the rights com-
munity that has spent months piecing together
allegations of numerous atrocities. “This grisly
admission is a sharp departure from the army’s
policy of blanket denial of any wrongdoing,” said
James Gomez, Amnesty International’s regional
director for Southeast Asia and the Pacific.

“However, it is only the tip of the iceberg,” he
added, urging independent investigation into

other allegations. Some observers say the army
move is an attempt to retake control of the story
after rumors of extra-judical killings at Inn Din
and the surrounding area began to seep out.

The admission came the same day as two
Reuters journalists were formally charged by
police in court with breaching the Official Se-
crets Act. The pair, Myanmar nationals Wa
Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, have widely covered
the military campaign in Rakhine although
Reuters has declined to comment on whether
they were specifically reporting on the mass
grave in Inn Din.

“The military’s admission demonstrates the
culpability of soldiers and commanders in mass
atrocities,” said Matthew Smith of Fortify Rights,
suggesting the arrest of the journalists was a
clumsy effort “to cover their tracks”. Khin Zaw
Win, of Yangon-based think-tank the Tampadipa
Institute, echoed that theory, speculating the
army “had no option but to come clean with it”.

In December the US hit General Maung
Maung Soe, who led the Western Command in
the Rakhine operations, with targeted sanctions.
That punishment may have rattled the upper
army echelons, speculated Khin Zaw Win about
an institution renowned for denials and secrecy.
Cover-ups “could go bad for them... there could
be sanctions against other generals,” he said.

Swords and guns 
Until Wednesday the army said its operations

had killed around 400 militants in a legitimate

defense of the country from Muslim militants in-
tent on taking over Rakhine. Its stance helped
curdle a siege mentality inside Myanmar where
the Buddhist-majority public has little sympathy
for the stateless Rohingya. Inn Dinn, in Maung-
daw district, was engulfed by violence in late Au-
gust. On September 1 the 10 “Bengali terrorists”
were apprehended after clashes pitting Rohingya
against security forces and Rakhine villagers en-
raged by the murder of a local man by militants,
the army chief’s office said in its post.

“Bengali” is loaded term for the Muslim mi-
nority who are widely reviled inside Myanmar.

The 10 suspects should have been taken to a
police station.  Instead after a night of “interro-
gation” at a school they were killed the  next
day by Rakhine villagers armed with swords and
“four members of security forces” who “shot
them with the use of guns”. Their remains were
found on December 20. The account chimes
with refugee testimony collected in Bangladesh
on the Inn Din incident. —AFP
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Rohingya refugee children carry wood at Kutupalong refugee camp in the Bangladeshi district of Ukhia on
Tuesday. —AFP

Pirate attacks at 
two-decade low: 
Maritime watchdog
KUALA LUMPUR: Pirate attacks worldwide
fell to their lowest level in over two decades
last year, the International Maritime Bureau
said, but more than doubled in the Philippines
while African trouble spots remained danger-
ous. A total of 180 incidents of piracy and
armed robbery against ships were recorded
last year, the lowest number since 1995 and
down from 191 in 2016, the bureau said in its
annual report.

Some countries such as Indonesia, the
world’s biggest archipelago nation, saw a
drop in incidents, with 43 attacks in its wa-
ters last year, down more than half in the past
two years.

However a handful of countries witnessed
a steady climb in attacks.  Twenty-two inci-
dents were recorded in the Philippines, a jump
from 10 in 2016, with most of them low-level
attacks on vessels anchored at Manila and
Batangas, south of the capital, the country’s
two busiest ports.

There were also kidnappings of crew in
the southern Philippines, the bureau said. Is-
lamic militants have been increasingly tar-
geting seafarers in the strife-torn region,
abducting them and demanding ransoms for
their release.

The number of attacks in Bangladesh
jumped three-fold to 11 in 2017, with most in
Chittagong, the country’s busiest port. The
Gulf of Guinea off the west coast of Africa
remained an attack hotspot in 2017. Out of
16 incidents of vessels being fired on re-
ported worldwide last year, seven occurred
in the gulf.

There were 10 incidents of kidnapping in-
volving 65 crew members in or around waters
off Nigeria, which lies next to the Gulf of
Guinea, according to the Kuala Lumpur-
based IMB’s report, which was released
Wednesday. Waters off Somalia remained
dangerous, with nine incidents recorded last
year, up from two in 2016. A dramatic attack
on a container ship far off the Somali coast
saw pirates firing rockets at the vessel after a
failed attempt to board it. 

“This dramatic incident... demonstrates that
Somali pirates retain the capability and intent
to launch attacks against merchant vessels
hundreds of miles from their coastline,” said
IMB director Pottengal Mukundan. —AFP

Indian court orders 
probe into homeless 
being denied shelter 
due to lack of ID
MUMBAI: Uttar Pradesh state officials must
investigate whether homeless people are de-
nied access to shelters because they don’t
have identity cards, which they cannot obtain
without an address, India’s highest court has
ordered. It was the latest criticism of the gov-
ernment’s program to issue each citizen an
Aadhaar, an identity card meant to streamline
welfare payments and reduce waste in public
spending.

The Supreme Court has been holding
hearings on the legitimacy of the govern-
ment’s demand to make the Aadhaar manda-
tory for a range of services from filing taxes
to booking train tickets.

More than 1 billion of India’s 1.25 billion
population have an Aadhaar. Technology ex-
perts have raised concerns about the privacy
and safety of the data, which includes a resi-
dential address, date of birth, fingerprints and
iris scans.

Activists say that people without the card
are being refused welfare services, with re-
ports of deaths linked to denial of subsidized

food when verification failed.  In a Wednes-
day hearing on night shelters, the court asked
Utter Pradesh authorities whether homeless
people are being turned away if they do not
have an Aadhaar. “How do homeless people
get Aadhaar if they have no home or a per-
manent address?” asked Justice Madan
Lokur during the hearing. “Does this mean
that they do not exist for the Government of
India?” 

Additional Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
who is representing the state, told the court
that most homeless people in cities come
from villages where they have homes and can
therefore get the ID card there. Activists say
that sending homeless people back to their
villages is not a solution, and that states must
follow the 2014 Supreme Court ruling that the
Aadhaar cannot be a requirement for welfare
programs.

“People are dying on the streets because
they cannot go into shelters without an ID,”
said Shivani Chaudhry, executive director of
the Housing and Land Rights Network. “Shel-
ters should not be asking for Aadhaar,” he
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. There
are 1 million urban homeless people in India,
according to census data, although charities
estimate the actual number to be up to three
times higher.

Every year, hundreds die from exposure to
the cold or heat on pavements and train sta-
tion platforms. —Reuters


