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Rescuers race
against time to
find missing 
in California
mudslides
SANTA BARBARA: Rescue crews in
Southern California resumed yesterday
the arduous task of combing through
tons of debris for survivors from deadly
mudslides that struck along the state’s
picturesque coastal communities. Seven-
teen people are confirmed dead and an-
other 17 people are missing after a wall
of mud roared down hillsides in the sce-
nic area between the Pacific Ocean and
the Los Padres National Forest, accord-
ing to authorities in Santa Barbara
County.

“Right now, our assets are focused on
determining if anyone is still alive in any
of those structures that have been dam-
aged,” Santa Barbara County Sheriff Bill
Brown told Los Angeles television station
KCAL. Some 500 rescuers using search
dogs, military helicopters, and thermal

imaging equipment are on scene.
Search and rescue efforts have been

slow as crews have to navigate through
waist-deep mud, fallen trees, boulders
and other debris. “Another tough day in
Santa Barbara County as Search and
Rescue, Fire and Law Enforcement per-
sonnel from across our county and our
neighboring counties searched for sur-
vivors and evacuated people,” the sher-
iff’s office said on its Twitter feed late
Wednesday night.

The devastating mudslides, which
were triggered by heavy rains early on

Tuesday, roared into valleys denuded by
historic wildfires that struck the area last
month. The debris flow from the mud-
slides has destroyed 100 homes, dam-
aged hundreds of other structures and
injured 28 people, said Amber Anderson,
a spokeswoman for the Santa Barbara
County Fire Department.  Among the
damaged properties were historic hotels
and the homes of celebrities including
television personality Oprah Winfrey and
talk-show host Ellen DeGeneres, who
both live in the upscale hillside commu-
nity of Montecito. — Reuters

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK:  US
President Donald Trump on Wednes-
day blasted the federal court system
as “broken and unfair” after a judge
blocked his administration’s move to
end a program protecting young im-
migrants brought to the United States
illegally by their parents.

A US District Court judge in San
Francisco ruled late on Tuesday that
Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals, or DACA, which Trump has
said he will end, should remain in
effect until legal challenges
brought in multiple courts are re-
solved.

Under the administration’s
plan, the program for young peo-
ple commonly known as “Dream-
ers” would be phased out over a
two-year period, beginning in
March.  “It just shows everyone how
broken and unfair our Court System
is when the opposing side in a case
(such as DACA) ...  almost always
wins before being reversed by higher
courts,” the Republican president
wrote on Twitter.

The Justice Department said in a
statement it “looks forward to vindi-

cating its position in further litigation.”
But the administration did not imme-
diately appeal the decision by US Dis-
trict Judge William Alsup of the
Northern District of California. An ap-
peal from that court would typically
go to the 9th US Circuit Court of Ap-
peals.

Some legal experts predicted the
Trump administration would be suc-

cessful if it appealed the ruling to the
US Supreme Court. In December, the
country’s highest court granted an ad-
ministration request to block an earlier
Alsup order that called for the release
of internal documents related to the
government’s DACA decision.

Several experts also said Tuesday’s
court ruling could complicate negoti-

ations between congressional Democ-
rats and Republicans trying to reach a
deal to resolve the legal status of
nearly 700,000 young immigrants
covered by the program, which allows
them to live and work in the United
States. “The ruling could deflate the
pressure on Congress to act in the
next week and in our view there re-
mains just as much urgency as ever for

a lasting fix,” said Michael Tan from
the American Civil Liberties Union.
Dreamers “don’t need a protracted
legal battle,” he added.

At a White House meeting on
Tuesday before the court ruling,
Trump urged lawmakers to quickly
reach a bipartisan DACA deal be-
fore moving on to even tougher ne-
gotiations on a comprehensive
immigration bill.

‘Urgency’
Democratic Senate leader Chuck

Schumer also urged a quick legislative
solution. The talks on DACA have be-
come embroiled in negotiations on
funding for the federal government,
which expires on Jan. 19. “The ruling
last night in no way diminishes the ur-

gency of solving the DACA issue,”
Schumer said on the Senate floor. “On
this, we agree with the White House.”

John Cornyn, the Senate’s No. 2 Re-
publican, condemned the ruling, but
said it would not affect congressional

negotiations. “We’re reading the court’s
opinion. It strikes me as wildly wrong,”
Cornyn told reporters. “If President
Obama can create the Deferred Action
program, then certainly President
Trump can uncreate it.” — Reuters 
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WASHINGTON, DC: US President Donald Trump speaks during a press conference
with Norway’s Prime Minister Erna Solberg in the East Room of the White House
on Wednesday in Washington, DC. — AFP 

MONTECITO: A home is surrounded by mud and debris caused by a massive mudflow in
Montecito, California on Wednesday. —AFP

Surrender or be shot 
in the face, senior 
US soldier tells IS
WASHINGTON: US troops and their allies will shoot Islamic State
jihadists in the face, beat them to death with shovels or drop bombs
on them if they don’t surrender, the US military’s most senior enlisted
member has said.

In an eyebrow-raising set of postings on social media Tuesday,
Command Sergeant Major John Troxell warned that IS members
who refuse to quit will be dispatched with “extreme prejudice,” in-
cluding via a small shovel known as an entrenching tool. “If they sur-
render, we will safeguard them to their detainee facility cell, provide
them chow, a cot and due process,” Troxell wrote on Facebook.
“HOWEVER, if they choose not to surrender, then we will kill them
with extreme prejudice, whether that be through security force as-
sistance, by dropping bombs on them, shooting them in the face, or
beating them to death with our entrenching tools,” he added.

The post featured a photo of a US soldier holding a shovel and,
in case anyone was in any doubt about to slay a man with a small
spade, Troxell posted a diagram on Facebook on Wednesday ex-
plaining exactly how to do so. Troxell’s chest-thumping remarks
quickly attracted a slew of commentary, mostly supportive.

One detractor said on Twitter the message was “bad optics.”
“No, that’s exactly the message that soldier(s) need and love to
hear,” another user responded. — AFP
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