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LuxLeaks
whistleblower’s 
conviction quashed
LUXEMBOURG: A Luxembourg court yesterday overturned
the verdict against a “LuxLeaks” whistleblower who was con-
victed of leaking thousands of documents that revealed tax
breaks for multinational firms. Luxembourg’s highest court re-
jected the conviction against former PricewaterhouseCoopers
employee Antoine Deltour, who in March was handed a reduced
six-month suspended jail sentence with a 1,500-euro fine.

The LuxLeaks scandal erupted in 2014 and sparked a major
global push against generous deals handed to multinational
companies, which grew even stronger with new revelations such
as the Panama Papers and Paradise Papers Leaks.

“Today is a victory,” Deltour said as he left the courtroom.
The court “has clearly indicated towards a favorable outcome
here in Luxembourg”, he added. The tiny EU country’s highest
appeal court said Deltour was wrongly accused as he should
have been fully recognized as a whistleblower as defined by the
European Court of Human Rights. However, the sentence against
Deltour’s colleague Raphael Halet, who received a 1,000-euro
fine after an appeal, was upheld as the court said he did not fit
the whistleblower definition.

Halet said he will be taking his case to the Strasbourg-based
rights court, adding: “It will really be up to the judges of the
ECHR to decide if I am a whistleblower or not.” The blockbuster
leak revealed the huge tax breaks that Luxembourg offered
firms including Apple, IKEA and Pepsi, at a time when Jean-
Claude Juncker, now head of the European Commission, was

prime minister. An appeal court will now hold a fresh trial with
new judges tasked to decide a very limited part of Deltour’s
case, Luxembourg’s highest court said in a statement. “This de-
cision is a significant step in the protection of whistleblowers in
Europe,” Deltour’s lawyer William Bourdon told AFP. “For the
first time in Europe, a high court recognizes the jurisprudence
of the European Court of Human Rights,” he said.

‘Small step’ 
Activists demonstrated at the opening of the court proceed-

ing and called for the case’s dismissal and better protection of
whistleblowers. “We need comprehensive legislation in all EU
countries to ensure that whistleblowers like Deltour and Halet
are no longer prosecuted in the future,” said Patricia Moreira,
Executive Director at Transparency International. — AFP

ABUJA: More than 15,000 Cameroonian
refugees have fled to Nigeria amid a crackdown
on Anglophone separatists, the United Nations
(UN) refugee agency and Nigerian government
officials said yesterday.

The once-fringe English-speaking move-
ment in majority French-speaking Cameroon
has gathered pace in the last few months after
a military crackdown on protests, leading it to
declare independence in October for a break-
away “Ambazonia”
state it wants to create.
The move poses the
biggest challenge yet to
the 35-year rule of
President Paul Biya,
who will seek re-elec-
tion this year, and the
violent repression he
has unleashed has
driven thousands of
people from English-speaking regions across
the border into Nigeria.

More than 8,000 refugees have been regis-
tered in the southeastern state of Cross River
alone, said Antonio Jose Canhandula, the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees’ (UNHCR)
representative in Nigeria, at a briefing in Abuja.

A further 6,700 or so Cameroonian refugees

have crossed into neighboring Benue state, said
Sadiya Umar Farouq, the head of Nigeria’s Na-
tional Commission for Refugees, Migrants and
Internally Displaced Persons, citing Benue offi-
cials. There are also at least 350 refugees in the
states of Taraba and Akwa Ibom, said Tamuno
Dienye Jaja, deputy comptroller general of the
Nigeria Immigration Service.

The refugees are mostly children, women and
the elderly, with very few young men, the offi-

cials said. “Certainly
there are more, how
many more we are not
able to state,” said the
UNHCR’s Canhandula.

“They are still com-
ing, and they are coming
daily,” he said. “It is a
crisis.” More food assis-
tance, education and so-
cial services are needed,

particularly as a number of the women are preg-
nant at a young age, were are all issues, Canhan-
dula said.

Nigeria’s Farouq pledged the government’s
support. “We are going to do all that we can to
bring some kind of relief,” she said.

Nigerian and Cameroonian officials have met
to discuss the refugees and those talks are on-

going, she said, although she declined to give
details. The separatist movement, including
armed radical elements, has strained bilateral re-
lations between the two countries. Last week,
Nigerian authorities took 12 leaders of the sep-
aratists, including the chairman of the self-de-
clared Governing Council of Ambazonia, into

custody after they gathered for a meeting in a
hotel in the Nigerian capital Abuja, people fa-
miliar with the matter said.

Cameroonian troops last month crossed into
Nigeria in pursuit of rebels without seeking
Nigerian authorization, leading to diplomatic
wrangling behind the scenes. — Reuters 
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Move poses biggest challenge to President Paul Biya

Cameroonian refugees in Nigeria in this November 2016 file photo. Analysts fear more will be displaced
by the government’s crackdown.

This file photo taken on April 21, 2016 shows Antoine Deltour,
the whistleblower at the origin of the LuxLeaks affair, posing in
Epinal, eastern France. — AFP

Catalan parliament 
speaker latest separatist
to step down
BARCELONA: Catalonia’s parliamentary speaker said yester-
day she would step down as she is investigated for sedition and
rebellion over her role in the independence drive, the latest sep-
aratist leader to leave their post.

Speaking to reporters in Barcelona, staunchly pro-indepen-
dence Carme Forcadell said she would not stay in the post de-
spite having been offered to do so after regional elections on
December 21 that saw separatist parties retain their absolute
parliamentary majority.

“I think this new political moment requires a new person
who is, above all else, free of legal proceedings,” she said.
Forcadell was a key figure among Catalan leaders who at-
tempted to break away from Spain, a process that culminated
with the regional parliament declaring unilateral independ-
ence on October 27.

But this was short-lived as Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
imposed direct rule on the semi-autonomous region, sacked its
government, dissolved its parliament and called snap elections.
Forcadell’s decision to step down as parliamentary speaker-
she will continue on as lawmaker-comes just two days after
one of the main candidates to replace her announced he was
leaving politics. — AFP
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