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KUWAIT: An Egyptian private
school physical education teacher
was arrested for repeatedly molest-
ing a 12-year-old student, said secu-
rity sources. The girl said the teacher
used to let all her classmates out
after class except her, and forcibly
kissed and groped her. She added
the suspect promised to marry her
when she got older, and when she
threatened to report him to her
mother, he threatened back to report
her to the school principal. The girl
finally told her mother, who filed a
case. The suspect was arrested
pending deportation. 

Youth escapes abduction 
A Syrian juvenile sustained vari-

ous injuries when he jumped out of a
moving vehicle in which three people
he knew had abducted him, said se-
curity sources. The young man was
walking near a Saad Al-Abdullah
jogging track when the three sus-
pects grabbed him and assaulted him

to prevent his attempts to escape.
However, the boy managed to jump
from the car and ran to the nearest
house, where he called his brother,
who picked him up and took him to
hospital. A case was filed and the boy
provided the police with the sus-
pects’ names and vehicle registration
number. They are being summoned
for further investigations. 

Deadly car ramming 
Two citizens were instantly killed

and a third sustained critical injuries
after their vehicle rolled over along
Abdaly highway, said security
sources, noting that the injured person
was immediately medevacked to Jahra
Hospital, where he was admitted to the
ICU. The sources added that an eye-
witness reported that someone had
deliberately caused the accident and
fled the scene before the police ar-
rived, describing him and providing
the police with his license plate num-
ber. Checking on the suspect, detec-
tives found out he is a Kuwaiti too. A
search is on for the suspect. Sepa-
rately, a GCC national was killed in a
crash along Mutlaa highway, said se-
curity sources, noting that on arriving
at the scene, paramedics found that
the man had already died after sus-
taining very serious injuries. 

— Translated from the Arabic press
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Harbors key to maritime 
trade in old Kuwait

Old houses and neg’aas (harbors) in Kuwait. — KUNA photos Hilal bin Fajhan’s house overlooking a neg’aa.

KUWAIT: Major ship owners in old Kuwait were known to have
their own harbors, which they usually named after them and built
opposite their buildings, stores or diwaniyas to moor their com-
mercial dhows as well as others’ after the season concluded. Such
wharfs were built by builders who had gained the needed experi-
ence and skills by practicing the profession since early childhood.
By the beginning of the 20th century, Kuwait’s government started
issuing ownership deeds to the owners of these marinas.  

Harbors (neg’aa) are as old as Kuwait itself, since Kuwait’s econ-
omy mainly relied on the sea and maritime trading, according to
heritage researcher Mohammed Jamal. In his book, Old Crafts, Pro-

fessions and Activities in Kuwait, Jamal defined the ‘neg’aa’ as a
basin on the beach surrounded by rocks and used to harbor dhows
and protect them from wind and waves, as well as to conduct main-
tenance operations. Some harbors had special palm-leaf shades to
protect the dhow from the searing heat and other weather condi-
tions. He added that Kuwait used to have around 40 neg’aas. 

Jamal said these jetties always had some dhows moored accord-
ing to the season. He explained that commercial dhows used to dock
after concluding their season in June and remained there until mid-
August, while pearl diving ones used to be docked after the season
concluded in September, remaining there until mid-May. He added

that fishing dhows operated all year long, bringing the daily catch
ashore to the fish market. 

Jamal said some dhows were used to bring freshwater from the
Shatt Al-Arab and dock at various harbors, where kandaris (water
carriers) took the water to sell it around the city. In addition, some
dhows used to carry stones from Eshairej Cape to various jetties,
from where they were taken on donkeys to construction sites. Jamal
added smaller diving dhows used to be dragged ashore for main-
tenance operations, while larger ones used for carrying passengers
had to be docked and kept in the water, where ‘qalaleef’ (plural of
qallaf or shipbuilder) conducted needed repair works.—KUNA 

KUWAIT: On behalf of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Minister of In-
formation Mohammad Al-Jabri inaugurated the 24th edi-
tion of Qurain Cultural Festival Wednesday evening. Jabri,
also President of the National Council for Culture, Arts
and Literature (NCCAL), said that Kuwait, as a long-
standing beacon of Arab cultural enlightenment, puts its
resources at the disposal of the cultural and artistic
movement. Under its wise leadership, Kuwait takes pride
in its leading role in promoting all forms of arts, literature
and culture, he said at the opening ceremony.

“Kuwait’s contributions to the cultural enlightenment
stem from profound belief of its leaders and people in the
role of culture in de-radicalization and in curbing extrem-
ism, hate and xenophobia,” the minister pointed out. Jabri
noted that Qurain Festival provides a chance for creative
men of letters, artists, media people and critics from
across the Arab world to network and add to the cultural
movement.

“Since its first edition in November 1994, the festival
has turned to be a regional and international cultural plat-
form for intelligentsia to display their achievements that
contribute to social stability and economic development.
The annual event helped Kuwait being selected as capital
of Arab Culture in 2001 and Capital of Islamic Culture in
2016,” he added.  

The current session of the festival is honoring Yassin
Shamlan Al-Hasawi - a celebrated Kuwaiti poet and
writer, and Fahad Al-Rabiq - a Saudi, Jabri said. The fes-
tival, which continues until Jan 29, features a range of
artistic performances, formative art galleries, plays,
movies, cultural seminars, and workshops on pantomime
and story and novel writing. — KUNA 

Jabri opens Qurain 
Cultural Festival

KUWAIT: Artistes perform during the opening of the
Qurain Cultural Festival. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


