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Palm Springs International Film Festival

China’s box-office revenues surged in 2017 after
slowing sharply the preceding year, official media
reported, as the world’s second-largest movie mar-

ket edges closer to overtaking the US. Ticket revenue
grew 13.45 percent to 55.9 billion yuan ($8.6 billion) in
2017, more than triple 2016’s growth rate, state media
Xinhua reported late Tuesday, citing data from the State
Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and
Television (SAPPRFT). China’s box-office grew just 3.7
percent in 2016, dramatically slower than 2015’s 48 per-
cent growth.

Over half of 2017’s ticket revenue came from domestic
films, with record breaking patriotic action blockbuster
“Wolf Warrior 2” collecting 5.7 billion yuan, topping the
year’s box office list. The American action thriller “The Fate
of The Furious” came in second, with box-office revenue
of 2.7 billion yuan. International films-most of which were
made in the US-grossed 25.8 billion yuan and accounted

for 46 percent of 2017’s total revenue, compared to 19 bil-
lion yuan and 42 percent in 2016.

Hollywood has a keen eye on China’s potentially lucra-
tive movie market, although Beijing strictly limits the num-
ber of foreign films that can be released in Chinese cine-
mas. China also takes measures to help boost domestic
films’ performance, including limiting the screening of for-
eign films during peak seasons and rewarding cinemas for
playing more domestic titles. In December, authorities
announced cinemas will be eligible for tax refunds if over
55 percent of their annual ticket sales come from Chinese
films. Chinese cinemas pay a five percent tax on gross
box-office revenue to the country’s cinema regulator for a
“movie industry development special fund”. The number of
Chinese cinemagoers rose 18 percent in 2017. Nearly
10,000 new screens were built, bringing the total number
to 50,776, Xinhua said. —AFP

China box-office back to 
strong growth in 2017
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Singapore bans film
focused on indicted

Palestinian 
teen activist

Singapore has banned a film festival from screening a
documentary later this week that features a teenage
Palestinian female activist whose arrest last month

has made her a symbol of resistance to Israeli military
occupation in the West Bank. Justifying the ban, authori-
ties in the Southeast Asian city state said the film
“Radiance of Resistance” was “skewed” and potentially
divisive for Singapore’s multi-ethnic population. The doc-
umentary, which looks at the Palestine-Israeli conflict
through the eyes of 16-year-old Ahed Tamimi and anoth-
er young female activist, lacked “counterbalance”, the
Info-communications Media Development Authority of
Singapore (IMDA) said on its website.

“The skewed narrative of the film is inflammatory and
has the potential to cause disharmony amongst the dif-
ferent races and religions in Singapore,” the IMDA said.
The documentary was due to have been shown at the
Singapore Palestinian Film Festival on Thursday. It was
screened at a number of festivals worldwide in 2017 and
won Best Documentary at the Respect Human Rights
Film Festival in Belfast, but has become even more topical
following Tamimi’s arrest last month.

Tamimi was charged on Monday with counts of
aggravated assault and will be tried in an Israeli military
court. An adult found guilty of assaulting a soldier could
be jailed for up to 10 years, but Tamimi is a minor so such
an outcome is unlikely. While Singapore’s authorities are
known to keep a tight rein on public speech and the
media, especially when it comes to matters related to
race and religion, outright bans are more rare. Adela Foo,
the organizer of the Singapore festival, called the ban
“understandable”, without elaborating. “At the end of the
day, the IMDA’s position is one to be respected,” the 23-
year-old student told Reuters.

With a sizable Muslim minority and surrounded by
Muslim majority neighbors where sympathy for the
Palestinian cause runs high, Singapore maintains friendly
diplomatic and military ties with Israel. But it has lined up
with many other countries opposed to US President
Donald Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capi-
tal. Around 15 percent of Singapore’s 3.3 million resident
population aged 15 years and over identify as Muslim,
recent government surveys show. — Reuters

Wine about it:
Disaster date

ends with $1.5m
in art ruined

First dates can be awkward, even nerve-
wracking.  But the last thing a Texas attorney
expected when he went out with a freelance

court reporter was that the evening would end
with red wine splashed across valuable paintings
in his home, including a work by pop artist Andy
Warhol.  Anthony Buzbee’s date with Lindy Lou
Layman was by any measure a disaster. The 29-
year-old woman had become “heavily intoxicat-
ed” while at Buzbee’s home in the city of Houston,
according to a prosecutor’s account in court.
“(Buzbee) called for an Uber driver,” but Layman
went back into Buzbee’s home and shouted, “I’m
not leaving,” the prosecutor told a judge over the
weekend while Layman, appearing in an orange
jail uniform, stood listening. 

After walking back into Buzbee’s mansion,
Layman poured wine on three paintings before
tearing them down, and threw two abstract sculp-
tures across the room, shattering them, according
to prosecutors.   At least one of the paintings was
by Warhol and the total cost of the damage was
more than $1.5 million, Houston TV station KHOU
reported. 

Layman was arrested a little after midnight on
Saturday and charged with a felony count of
criminal mischief. The original charging docu-
ments stated she was arrested for damaging art-
works of $300,000 in value or greater.  She post-
ed $30,000 bail on Christmas Day and was
expected back in court Thursday. — AFP

Director Patty Jenkins (left) and actress Gal Gadot attend
the 29th Annual Palm Springs International Film Festival
Awards Gala at Palm Springs Convention Center on
January 2, 2018, in Palm Springs, California. — AFP photos

Actress Saoirse Ronan attends the 29th
Annual Palm Springs International Film
Festival Awards.
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