
imothee Chalamet thanked Armie Hammer’s
wife for letting him “crawl” over her husband.
The 22-year-old actor stars alongside ‘The
Lone Ranger’ actor in the coming-of-age film

‘Call Me By Your Name’, and at the 29th Annual Palm
Springs International Film Festival Awards Gala on
Tuesday, Chalamet won the rising star award. At the
event in California, Chalamet - who won the award
alongside co-honouree Gal Gadot - thanked Hammer
for his “brotherhood” but turned towards his wife
Elizabeth Chambers and gave a more comical speech.
He said: “It’s truly an awesome feeling to get to be in the
Rising Stars category tonight alongside Gal Gadot. Gal,
your film has literally made 250 times more money than
my movie has. I’m left feeling a little insecure, unquali-
fied to be up here but it’s OK. “Armie, it’s a lot easier to
be up here because you’re one of my best buddies.
Seriously I’m grateful for your big brotherhood and
your guidance and friendship. “To have someone in your
position, and as talented as you are, be a mentor to me
for the last two years is invaluable to me. I really mean
it, man. “And special thanks to Armie’s wife, Elizabeth
Chambers, who is here tonight, as well, who is as crucial
to this process as anyone. “And for letting me crawl all
over your husband for two months. Thank you for that.”
‘Call Me By Your Name’ - which is based on the novel
of the same name - follows the story of a young Italian

man named Elio (Chalamet) who meets Oliver (Hammer)
after he visits the country to stay at his parents’ villa.
The pair then develop a passionate relationship, as they
bond over their shared Jewish heritage and their sexual-
ity. Both actors have been nominated for a Golden
Globe for their performance in the new movie by Luca
Guadagnino. — Bang Showbiz
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mily Blunt is scared her daugh-
ter will “reject” her version of
Mary Poppins. The 34-year-old
actress will take on the titular

role in the musical ‘Mary Poppins returns’
- a sequel to the 1964 classic which
starred Julie Andrews as the magical nan-
ny - but she’s terrified her three-year-old
daughter Hazel, whom she has with her
husband John Krasinski, will hate it
because she’s such a fan of the original.
Speaking to Vanity Fair magazine, she
said: “I have a deep dread she is simply
going to reject my version. [I’m scared
she’ll] be, like, ‘You are not Mary Poppins’,
because she is so in love with Julie
Andrews and she knows every single
song.” Emily has enjoyed filming ‘Mary
Poppins’ but has admitted she was forced
to learn a “huge dance number,” which
she found highly “intimidating”, and had
to reshoot the scenes “55 thousand times”
because she struggled to get it spot on.

She added: “There’s a huge dance num-
ber, which was slightly intimidating for me.
I think I did alright. I mean we did it 55
thousand times, so I hope they got some-
thing.” Although Emily struggled with that
one element, she is glad there has been a
positive response to the production. Emily
recently revealed a short teaser clip of her
in the production, and she found it “very
moving” to see the audience’s positive
react to the remake. She said: “The audi-
ence is so receptive and sweet and joyful,
so they are the best kind of platform for
you to launch a clip of your film. “We just
finished a month ago, so it’s still very real
and present for me, and, you know, very
new so it was very moving to see it with
reacting like that.” ‘Mary Poppins Returns’
is set to hit the big screens on December
25, 2018. 

Blunt thinks daughter will

reject her Mary Poppins
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ohn Williams is composing a theme for the
Han Solo ‘Star Wars’ spin-off movie. The five-
time Academy Award winning composer has
created the score for all of the ‘Star Wars’

movies to date except one - ‘Rogue One: A Star Wars
Story’ - and in a recent interview with Variety, Williams
revealed he is creating a theme for ‘Solo: A Star Wars
Story’. Williams, 85, said: “The present plan is that I’m
writing a theme for Han Solo, and John Powell is going
to write the score, which he’ll do brilliantly. His assign-
ment is something I’m very happy about. What I will do
is offer this to John, and to Ron Howard [director], and if

all parties are happy with it, then I will be happy.” ‘Solo:
A Star Wars Story’ focuses on the early years of Han
Solo, the Millennium Falcon owning space smuggler who
becomes one of the heroes of the Rebel Alliance in their
mission to destroy the Empire. Alden Ehrenreich is tak-
ing over the iconic role from Harrison Ford, who por-
trayed the character in four films and for the final time in
2015’s ‘The Force Awakens’. Han and Chewbacca will be
seen first meeting Lando Calrissian (Donald Glover) and
they will also encounter Woody Harrelson’s alter ego
Beckett, who is believed to be a mentor to young Han
who guides him on his journey to becoming an inter-

galactic criminal. Ron Howard took over the director’s
chair from Phil Lord and Chris Miller - who left the pre-
quel spin-off due to creative differences - and although
he felt the pressure of contributing a tale to the ‘Star
Wars’ universe he relished every aspect of the job.
Howard said: “Those are challenging projects. And they
take, you know, a lot of very talented people’s energy to
try to live up to the legacy of ‘Star Wars’ and everything
that it means.  “Of course, no spoilers coming from me
but I had a great experience and I think fans are going
to really enjoy it.”
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ames Gunn has responded to
Jodie Foster’s comments about
superhero movies - insisting
she is wrong about what “spec-

tacle films” can be. The 55-year-old
actress-and-director recently criticized
the popular genre of movies in an inter-
view with Radio Times in which she com-
pared them to “fracking” and that they are
“ruining the viewing habits” of the public.
She said: “Going to the movies has
become like a theme park. Studios making
bad content in order to appeal to the
masses and shareholders is like fracking -
you get the best return right now but your
wreck the earth. It’s ruining the viewing
habits of the American population and
then ultimately the rest of the world.”
Now the ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ has
given his views on the Academy Award
winner’s comments and said she is looking
at film in an “old-fashioned way” and not
taking notice of the humane messages
contained in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe movies. Writing on Twitter, Gunn
said: “I think Foster looks at film in an old-
fashioned way where spectacle film can’t
be thought-provoking. “It’s often true but

not always. Her belief system is pretty
common and isn’t totally without basis. I
say not without basis because most studio
franchise films are quite soulless - and
that is a real danger to the future of
movies. But there are also quite a few
exceptions. For cinema to survive I
believe spectacle films NEED to have a
vision and heart they traditionally haven’t.
And some of us are doing our best to
move in that direction. Creating spectacle
films that are innovative, humane, and
thoughtful is what excites me about this
job. “But, to be fair, at least from Foster’s
quotes, she seems to see filmmaking as
something that’s primarily about her own
personal growth. For me, that may be part
of why I do this, but spending many mil-
lions of dollars on a film has to be about
more than that - it’s communication - so
my experience is merely one spoke on
that wheel. But I respect Foster and what
she’s done for films and I appreciate her
different way of looking at Hollywood’s
landscape. (sic)”

hristian Bale wants a role in a ‘Star
Wars’ movie. The 43-year-old actor
- who is most famous for portraying
Batman in Christopher Nolan’s ‘The

Dark Knight’ trilogy - has spilled that he was
in talks to star in the upcoming spin-off movie
‘Solo: A Star Wars Story’ after being contact-
ed by Lucasfilm President Kathleen Kennedy,
whom he worked with previously on Steven
Spielberg’s 1987 coming-of-age war film
‘Empire of the Sun’. Although he didn’t take
up a role in the Han Solo-focused prequel,
Bale is keen to be part of the sci-fi saga going
forward because he is a huge fan of the fran-
chise as are his family, wife Sibi Blazic, daugh-
ter Emmaline and son Joseph. Discussing his
‘Solo’ offer on Josh Horowitz’s podcast Happy
Sad Confused, Bale said: “Yes, [it was] very
tempting. I not only love the films going back
to my childhood but also have a very long
relationship with Kathleen Kennedy and Frank
Marshall because they did ‘Empire of the Sun’
many years back. There was discussion, [and]
I hope there will be future discussions. “‘Star
Wars’ I’m a huge fan. Yeah ‘Star Wars’ really
interests me. I’ve still got the Millennium
Falcon, I’ve got the AT-AT. My daughter, her
first love was Darth Vader. She absolutely

adored Darth Maul. [She] stood near him at
Disneyland and he growled and he’s got those
teeth and he stayed in character, really won-
derful performance, and she was teeny and I
thought, ‘This is gonna scare the crap out of
her, this is such a bad idea.’ And then she
stopped and she said, ‘Daddy, I’m in love.’ “
Bale received universal acclaim for his por-
trayal of Bruce Wayne and his vigilante alter
ego Batman in his three films but despite
becoming a global icon due to his appearance
as the DC Comics character he admits he’s
not a fan of superhero films. And the British
star has not watched his successor Ben
Affleck as The Caped Crusader in the DC
Extended Universe. He said: “I have not seen
[Ben Affleck’s Batman]. Yes I’m interested [in
seeing it], my son seemed like he was really
interested but then I realised he just wanted
to see the trailer. I tend to go see films that
[my kids] want to see. I have to confess I’m
not a huge superhero film fan. People seem
surprised at that, I don’t know why. I’ve not
seen any of the ‘Avengers’ films or any of
those films at all. I hear they’re very good, but
I’m quite happy just hearing they’re very
good.”

Christian Bale keen 
for Star Wars role

.K. Simmons felt slightly intimidated starring as
Police Commissioner James Gordon in ‘Justice
League’. The 62-year-old actor made his first
outing as the comic book character briefly in

‘Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice’ and reprised his
role last year in the DC Extended Universe superhero
flick, but has admitted he didn’t let past incarnations of
the character influence his interpretation.  Speaking to
the Metro newspaper, Simmons said: “There was defi-
nitely a little bit of an intimidation factor but I wasn’t
going to sit down in my living room, get out my DVDs
and watch Gary Oldman. “I obviously had a tiny little part
in the first movie and I did more reading of comics and
talking to friends who were comic book aficionados
rather than watching or listening to the wonderful actors
who have played that character in the past.” To date, the
role of Commissioner Gordon has been played by a num-
ber of actors, most notably Oldman in Christopher
Nolan’s ‘The Dark Knight’ trilogy. The character was first
created by Bill Finger and Bob Kane and made his first
debut back in 1939 and became an ally to vigilante
Batman in Gotham City. ‘Justice League’ isn’t the first
superhero movie Simmons has starred in after playing
Daily Bugle newspaper editor J. Jonah Jameson in all
three of Sam Raimi ‘Spider-Man’ movies. Simmons loved
playing Jameson and would very much like to make a
return to the character in Tom Holland’s ‘Spider-Man’
films which are part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
Speaking to Entertainment Tonight last year, he said: “I

never say never. I mean, you know, obviously I had an
amazing time with Sam Raimi on those movies and Tobey
Maguire and everybody. “That was a great, great time
and huge for my career and my life, and just pure fun. If
there were an opportunity to revisit that ... I don’t know
though. How old is ‘Spider-Man’ going to be if J. Jonah
Jameson is this old?”
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