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Angelique Kerber of Germany hits a return against Eugenie Bouchard of Canada during their seventh session women’s singles match on day five of the Hopman Cup tennis tournament in
Perth yesterday.

Buoyant Kerber fires in Hopman Cup
Germany on track for first Hopman final in 20 years
PERTH: A buoyant Angelique Kerber beat a battling
Eugenie Bouchard to lead Germany to a 3-0 win over
Canada at the mixed-teams Hopman Cup yesterday.
Former world number one Kerber notched her second
straight-sets wins in Perth to start the new year, while
Bouchard-once ranked fifth but now 83rd — was testy
after yet another comprehensive defeat.

Kerber’s win gave the Germans a perfect start to the
Group A tie. Young gun Alexander Zverev then ensured
they remained unbeaten after two outings with an
emphatic win over Vasek Pospisil.

In the dead mixed doubles, the Germans completed
a clean sweep with a straight-sets win. If the Germans
beat Australia tomorrow they will be guaranteed a
berth in Saturday’s final.

As was the case in her 6-1, 6-4 loss to Australian
Daria Gavrilova on Monday, Bouchard barely fired a

shot against Kerber in the first set but resurrected her
game in the second. At 3-3 in the second set Bouchard
held four break points. But
Kerber staved them off, held
serve and then strolled
through the last two games
comfortably to win 6-1, 6-3
in 57 minutes.

The contrasting moods of
Kerber and Bouchard told
the story, with the former
rapidly regaining confidence
in her own game after a
frustrating 2017 in which
she slipped from number
one in the rankings to 21st.

With emphatic wins over Belgium’s Elise Mertens

and Bouchard, who has troubled Kerber in previous
meetings, the German was thrilled with her early-sea-

son form before the
Australian Open, which pro-
vided her maiden Grand
Slam in 2016. “I was feeling
very good from the first
point,” she said. “I was try-
ing to be aggressive and
play my game.

“It is not so easy to play
against Eugenie but today it
was a good match. “It’s (her
own game) feeling a little bit
better than one week ago.”

But Bouchard could barely contain her frustration,
complaining about match scheduling and the off-court

activities in Perth after an error-riddled performance.
The 23-year-old said she was trying not to be con-

sumed by the pressure to climb back up the rankings.
“It will take as long as it will take,” she said. “For me, I
can’t worry about it, I’m trying to do my best. “However
long it will take is what will happen, and I’ll have to deal
with that.” World number four Zverev cruised past the
108th-ranked Pospisil in a 6-4, 6-2 win. The German
called it his reward for putting in extra practice after his
disappointing singles loss to Belgium’s David Goffin on
Monday.

The 20-year-old was delighted to have kept his team
on track for the final of a tournament which Germany
has won twice, most recently through Boris Becker and
Anke Huber in 1995. “We have two wins now in the
group, hopefully we can get one more,” he said. “It is a
team competition and we are in a good spot.” — AFP
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MADRID: After enjoying extraordinary success in
2017, with an unprecedented haul of five trophies,
Zinedine Zidane begins his third year in charge of
Real Madrid with a trip to second-tier Numancia
in the Copa del Rey today.

The match will mark the second anniversary of
Zidane’s appointment as Madrid coach as the suc-
cessor to the sacked Rafael Benitez. The
Frenchman has since gone on to win eight out of a
possible 10 trophies from just 116 games in
charge, a remarkable tally for someone who had
never previously coached at the top level.

“Your appetite comes from eating. We are
never tired of winning,” Zidane said at a press
conference yesterday. “Perhaps it does wear you
down a bit. Certainly, when you are at such a high,
the only way to go is down a bit before you can
then climb back up again.” After last season’s
Champions League and La Liga double triumph,
Real have already won three trophies this season.
They followed their victories in the European and
Spanish Super Cups at the start of the campaign
by winning the Club World Cup in December to
make it a record five trophies for the year.
However, the year ended with a 3-0 home defeat
to Barcelona in the clasico, a result that left them
fourth in La Liga, 14 points behind their great
rivals at the summit, albeit with a game in hand.

The Copa del Rey is the one trophy Real have
not won under Zidane, and they will be eager to
avoid a slip-up when they go to the bitterly cold
northern town of Soria to face Numancia in the
first leg of their last-16 tie.  It is the start of what

will be a hectic month, as long as Real continue to
progress in the Cup, before they host Paris Saint-
Germain in the last 16 of the Champions League in
February. “I will try to finish the season as well as
possible because we still have a great chance of
winning things again,” added Zidane, who is with-
out Karim Benzema due to injury. “That is what
motivates me and the team. I am not looking
beyond the next six months.”

Meanwhile, Zidane was guarded on sugges-
tions that the club would make a move for the
Athletic Bilbao goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabalaga in
this month’s transfer window. “We have the possi-
bility of signing players until January 31 so any-
thing could happen.

“I am satisfied with my squad. I have built it
myself, so I take responsibility for that.” Holders
Barcelona also play on Thursday, travelling to
Celta Vigo, who eliminated Real last season in the
quarter-finals. The return matches will be played
next midweek. —  AFP
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