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MANCHESTER: Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola will be without Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus
for up to six weeks and warned that the intense festive
fixture programme in the Premier League was risking
players’ health.

Jesus picked up a knee injury in Sunday’s goalless
draw at Crystal Palace and is set for a spell on the side-
lines. “Gabriel will be out four to six weeks, maybe a bit
longer, hopefully as soon as possible,” Guardiola told
reporters after Tuesday’s 3-1 home win over Watford.

Kevin De Bruyne, who survived a wild challenge at
Palace, was able to play but Guardiola has another
injury concern with Kyle Walker struggling in the latter
stages on Tuesday and set for further tests. While
acknowledging the tradition in England of playing
through the holiday period, Guardiola was critical of
making his team play on Sunday and then Tuesday.

“What everyone saw in the last weeks how many
injuries the players have. We are going to kill them. The
bosses at the federation have to reflect. It’s not normal
to play the 31st and two days later,” he said. “I know the
show must go on, but they have to control it.  They
don’t protect the players, the people come to watch, not
the managers or the press conferences but the players. 

“In England, you don’t protect the players. You can’t
play every two days. The tradition is the tradition, we
have to think about it a little bit. The players are artists
and they are the reason we are here. You have to look
for the quality not the quantity,” he said.

The former Barcelona and Bayern Munich manager
said he would be happy to see games over the festive
season but more spread out. “I’m not saying change
Boxing Day, the great tradition....  but it’s not basketball
or tennis, the players need recovery.  Just see how many
players have muscular injuries.”

Guardiola was able to call on forward David Silva,
who had missed recent games for personal reasons but
said he could skip other games due to the same issues.
“We are very happy he is back with us. We don’t know
how long he will be with us but you saw again today he
essential player with us. He showed how important he is
for us,” said the Spaniard.

“He is free to stay or to leave. It depends. He wants
to stay but family is the most important thing in life. The
family is most important, I would never push him,” he
added. — Reuters

Guardiola loses Jesus for six 
weeks, slams festive fixtures

Players have muscular injuries and need time for recovery
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BARCELONA: La Liga leaders Barcelona received a
record 146.2 million euros  ($175.6 million) last season
from television rights, figures from La Liga show,
earning seven million euros more than champions Real
Madrid.

The 20 clubs in Spain’s top flight took in 1.247 bil-
lion euros, rising from 1.237 billion from the previous
year, with Barca earning an extra 6.2 million than the
year before. The income is distributed according to
results in the last five years, explaining why Barca,
champions in 2013, 2015 and 2016, earned more than
Real, who won the title last season for the first time
since 2012.

Real earned the second biggest amount, 140 million
euros, Atletico Madrid picked up the third largest
share, 99 million, while Athletic Bilbao took the fourth
largest sum, 71 million.

Leganes, who in 2016 were promoted to the top
flight for the first time ever, earned the smallest
amount of all the teams, pocketing 39.3 million.

Barca are nine points clear of Atletico at the top of
La Liga, which resumes on Saturday after taking a
two-week winter break. Last season was the second
campaign in which La Liga sold its television rights
collectively following a change in the Spanish law in
2015. Under the previous system, based on club’s
negotiating their deals individually, the league earned
a total 851 million euros from television rights.

La Liga, which controls the top two divisions in
Spanish football, distributes 90 percent of income to
the top flight, with 10 percent going to the second tier
Segunda Division.

The league is currently negotiating its next televi-
sion deal, coming into effect from 2019-20, which the
organisation’s president Javier Tebas says could be
worth 2.3 billion. —Reuters

Barcelona edge
Real Madrid
on TV income

English Premier League table

Man City 22 20 2 0 64 13 62 
Man Utd 22 14 5 3 45 16 47 
Chelsea 21 14 3 4 39 14 45 
Liverpool 22 12 8 2 50 25 44 
Tottenham 21 12 4 5 41 20 40 
Arsenal 21 11 5 5 38 26 38 
Burnley 22 9 7 6 19 19 34 
Leicester 22 8 6 8 34 32 30 
Everton 22 7 6 9 25 34 27 
Watford 22 7 4 11 31 40 25 

Huddersfield 22 6 6 10 18 35 24 
Brighton 22 5 8 9 17 27 23 
Newcastle 22 6 4 12 20 30 22 
Crystal Palace 22 5 7 10 20 33 22
Bournemouth 22 5 6 11 22 34 21 
West Ham 21 5 6 10 24 39 21
Southampton 22 4 8 10 21 32 20 
Stoke 22 5 5 12 23 47 20 
West Brom 22 2 10 10 16 30 16 
Swansea 22 4 4 14 13 34 16

LONDON: English Premier League table after Tuesday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Argentinian defender Nicolas Otamendi (L) blocks a cross by Watford’s
Dutch defender Daryl Janmaat during the English Premier League football match between Manchester City
and Watford. —AFP


