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SWANSEA: Mauricio Pochettino does not believe
fatigue will be an issue for Tottenham when they face
West Ham in today’s London derby. Pochettino’s side
will host their rivals at Wembley just 48 hours after
their 2-0 victory at Swansea on Tuesday, which lifted
the visitors above Arsenal into fifth place in the Premier
League An opening goal from former Swansea striker
Fernando Llorente that appeared offside and a late
strike from Dele Alli made it six victories in seven
matches for Tottenham in all competitions.

But even his players have little time for recovery,
Pochettino believes it will be the same for both sides.
West Ham also played on Tuesday, beating West Brom
2-1, and Pochettino said: “I am not going to complain. I
think we will arrive in the same condition as West Ham.

“It will be difficult for the
players. We will need to
rest and maybe make some
changes to give fresh legs
to the team. But it will be an
opportunity for the other
players in the squad.

“I know how it (the fix-
ture list) has been. It was
impossible to play before
this time. We need to rest
and make good decisions.”
Pochettino suggested Harry
Kane will be fit to start today.  The England striker had
been suffering from a heavy cold, but came on in the
second half at Swansea and it was his pass that created
the opening for Alli’s 89th minute goal.

“We will see (about Kane). Our decision tonight was
good, because it was difficult to run on that pitch. We
hope he will be well and be ready to come back,”
Pochettino said. Pochettino will also assess the fitness
of full-back Danny Rose, who missed the Swansea

match due to a knee injury.
Spurs lost 3-2 to West Ham back in October in the

fourth round of the League Cup, after they had held a
2-0 lead. Pochettino was subsequently criticised for
fielding a weakened team, but he insisted Thursday’s
match is not about revenge and he holds no regrets
over his team selection.

REVENGE NOT AN ISSUE 
“It’s not about revenge. It’s an important game for us.

In the League Cup, all that starting 11 had played in the
Premier League or the Champions League.  “That (los-
ing the lead )was the massive mistake. We wanted to
win, but we played so badly and conceded goals. But
we took the competition very seriously.  “Now, we need

to win to fight for the top
four. If we are 2-0 up at
half-time then we need to be
clever. 

“They have improved a
lot under David Moyes and
it will be very tough game.”
Pochettino admitted Spurs
had gained some good for-
tune when the officials failed
to spot Llorente was in an
offside position when he
scored the 12th minute

opener.
“I didn’t see the replay, but always in football you

need some luck. But overall, I thought we deserved the
victory. Maybe they can complain but that is football
and it happens,” he said. Swansea manager Carlos
Carvalhal suffered his first defeat in charge, following a
2-1 victory in his first game at Watford on Saturday.
Carvalhal refused to put too much blame on the officials
over Llorente’s goal and also for referee Bobby

Madley’s decision not to award a second yellow card to
Davinson Sanchez for a foul before the defender was
substituted.  “Since I arrived in England I have refused
to talk about referees,” said Carvalhal.

“The official apologised and I understand it was a

mistake, but we all make mistakes. “Pochettino is a
clever manager and he took the player (Sanchez) off. He
knows why. “But we played against a very strong team
and also we played three days ago, while they played
six days ago. It made a massive difference.” —AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Arizona Cardinals quarterback
Carson Palmer announced his retirement Tuesday after
15 NFL seasons. “Over the years, I’ve had teammates
who decided to hang it up and I would ask them how
they knew when it was time to walk away,” Palmer, 38,
wrote in a letter making the announcement. “The
answer was almost always the same: You just know.

“For me that time is now. Why? Quite simply, I just
know.” Palmer’s 2017 season-and ultimately his
career-ended when he broke his left arm on Oct. 22 in
London in a game against the Los Angeles Rams.

“For 15 years I have been lucky enough to play
quarterback in the NFL and it has been the most
incredible experience of my life,” Palmer wrote. “There
wasn’t one second that I took it for granted or failed to
appreciate what a tremendous privilege it is.” Palmer
passed for 46,247 yards and 294 touchdowns against
187 interceptions during a career that included stints
with the Cincinnati Bengals and Oakland Raiders in
addition to playing his final five seasons with Arizona.
The yardage and touchdowns both rank 12th in NFL
history, and Palmer stands 11th with 3,941 career com-
pletions.

Palmer was the No. 1 overall pick by Cincinnati in
the 2003 NFL Draft. Arizona receiver Larry
Fitzgerald, who is also considering retirement, said he
relished being Palmer’s teammate. “He’s been an unbe-
lievable teammate,” Fitzgerald said. “I’ve seen him
grow as a player, picking up this system and having
some of the best numbers of his career.”

Bruce Arians, who retired as Cardinals’ coach on
Monday, appreciated Palmer’s contributions. “It’s been
fantastic, some of the best (years) of his career, some
of the best of my career,” Arians said of Palmer’s time
in Arizona. “His numbers and the wins. His leadership.
It’s just a shame he had the knee (injury) and now the
arm, or I think he’d have done wondrous things in his
time here.”

Palmer submitted his retirement letter while on
vacation with his family. He detailed what he will miss
most by no longer being an NFL player. “I’ll especially
miss the grind,” Palmer wrote. “It’s the part I don’t
think people fully appreciate, maybe because many
NFL players make the game look so easy and effort-
less. The mental and physical preparation it takes to
compete — week in and week out, year in and year
out-is draining and grueling but has always been my
favorite part.” Palmer was the 2002 Heisman Trophy
winner while at Southern Cal. — Reuters
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Tottenham Hotspur v West Ham United 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPAIN COPA DEL REY
Celta de Vigo v Barcelona 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Leganes v Villarreal 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Numancia v Real Madrid 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Espanyol v Levante 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4

SWANSEA: Tottenham Hotspur’s English midfielder Dele Alli (C) watches as his shot gives them a 2-0 lead dur-
ing the English Premier League football match between Swansea City and Tottenham Hotspur at The Liberty
Stadium in Swansea. — AFP

‘It’s not about revenge’ it’s an important game for us’

ACCRA: Liverpool star Mohamed Salah hopes to add
the African Player of the Year award in Ghana today
to his rapidly expanding collection of individual hon-
ours. The Egyptian, scorer of 23 goals in all competi-
tions midway through his first season at Anfield, has
been voted BBC African Footballer of the Year and
Arab Player of the Year.

Salah, Liverpool team-mate Sadio Mane of
Senegal and Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang of Borussia
Dortmund and Gabon are the contenders for the
highest African individual football honour.

The scoring feats of Salah have installed him as the
public and media favourite to succeed Algerian Riyad
Mahrez of Leicester City as the number one African
footballer. “I want to be the best Egyptian footballer
ever,” said Salah after receiving the BBC award last
month. “When I came to Liverpool I hoped to show
everyone my abilities. I scored a lot of goals with
Roma and am very happy being successful  at
Liverpool.” Salah also starred for Egypt, scoring five
of the goals that qualified his country for the 2018
World Cup in Russia after a 28-year absence from
the global showpiece. Mane will also be in Russia
next June, adding abundant creativity to a physically
formidable Senegal side. Gabon did not qualify and
Aubameyang shunned several World Cup call-ups, a
fact that could count against him.

Salah and Mane will leave Accra soon after the
awards ceremony as Liverpool have a Friday night FA
Cup third-round derby date with Everton.  However,
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp did not hesitate to
release his African duo for the Accra ceremony, which
will include six other awards.  “It is a sign of respect,”
he told reporters in Liverpool. “We sleep in a hotel
and they sleep in a plane. That is the only difference.”

Salah is a doubt for the Merseyside showdown,
though, having missed the English Premier League
victory at Burnley this week owing to a groin strain.
Should Salah be named Player of the Year, he will be
only the second Egyptian after 1983 winner
Mahmoud al Khatib to hoist the symbol of individual
brilliance. It would be the first time since 1986 that
north Africans have won successive editions of the
poll, which this year involved national coaches, jour-
nalists, officials and the public. Morocco midfielder
Mohamed Timoumi was the 1985 winner, followed by
compatriot Badou Zaki, one of two goalkeepers to be

voted the best African footballer.
Footballers from the west of the continent have

dominated recently with Samuel Eto’o of Cameroon
and Yaya Toure of the Ivory Coast each winning four
times.  While Salah has made the top three for the
first time, prolific Bundesliga scorer Aubameyang
finished first once and second twice in the past
three award ceremonies. Mane came third last sea-
son, but his valuable input for Liverpool has been
overshadowed by Salah, second in the Premier
League scorers ’  charts  behind Harry Kane of
Tottenham Hotspur. — AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Lindsey Vonn has vowed not to take the
safe option at what are likely to be her last Winter
Olympics next month despite being dogged by questions
about her health after recent crashes.

The 33-year-old American is the most successful World
Cup women’s skier of all time with 78 victories while
clinching four overall titles, but has only two Olympic
medals-a gold in downhill and bronze in super-G, both
won in Vancouver in 2010.

In recent competitions, however, Vonn has seen a mix of
crashes and wins, making her chances in Pyeongchang dif-
ficult to handicap.   In early December she crashed twice
at Canada’s Lake Louise, where she has a long history of
success, before racing to a super-G World Cup win at Val
d’Isere in France two weeks later. “As long as I’m healthy
and I’m confident, then I’ll be in a great position when I get
to Pyeongchang,” she told the Vail Daily in November.
“Everyone asks me if I’m afraid, after so many crashes do I
take my foot off the gas pedal? And while I am smarter
and I try to manage my risk better than I have in the past,
it’s still ski racing.

“You can try to manage risk as much as you want, but
at the end of the day, it’s a dangerous sport.” Managing
risk has been on her mind for the past four years after she
missed the 2014 Sochi Olympics due to a right knee injury.

It was arguably the most serious of a career that had
been relatively injury free during her first decade as a pro-
fessional as she became a household name for her exploits
on the slopes and off them, courtesy of a high-profile rela-
tionship with golfer Tiger Woods. 

Since the February 2013 crash that contributed to her
missing the Sochi Games she has endured a series of set-
backs that include multiple broken bones, surgeries and
gruelling rehabilitations. “I’m 33, I’ve been injured quite a

few times, but my passion for the sport has never
changed,” she said. 

“Since I started skiing and started racing when I was
eight years old, I’ve loved what I do, and I don’t want to
stop doing it.  “As long as I’m enjoying it and I don’t have
to use too much duct tape to hold my body together, I’m
good. “I’m focused on winning the World Cups, but just
getting to February healthy is the only thing I should be
really focused on.”— Reuters
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ANFIELD: File photo taken on December 6, 2017 shows Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah cele-
brating after scoring their seventh goal during the UEFA Champions League Group E football match between
Liverpool and Spartak Moscow at Anfield. — AFP
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