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SCOREBOARD

New Zealand
M. Guptill c Walton b Emrit 63
C. Munro c Hetmyer b Brathwaite 104
T. Bruce b Brathwaite 23
A. Kitchen run out(Walton/Emrit) 9
K. Williamson b Taylor 19
G. Phillips not out 7
M. Santner not out 6
Extras: (lb4, w7, nb1) 12 
Total (for five wickets; 20 overs) 243
Fall of wickets: 1-136 (Guptill), 2-191 (Bruce), 3-204 (Kitchen), 4-226
(Williamson), 5-226 (Munro)
Bowling: Taylor 4-0-53-1 (1nb), Badree 4-0-51-0 (1w), Nurse 4-0-
43-0, 
Brathwaite 4-0-50-2 (2w), Emrit 4-0-42-1.

West Indies
C. Walton c Munro b Southee 0
C. Gayle c Phillips b Southee 0
A. Fletcher b Sodhi 46
R. Powell c Williamson b Kitchen 16
S. Hetmyer run out (Guptill/Phillips) 7
C. Brathwaite c Bruce b Boult 15
A. Nurse not out 14
R. Emrit lbw b Sodhi 5
J. Taylor c Santner b Boult 13
S. Badree c Bruce b Southee 2
S. Hope Injured. Did not bat
Extras: (w4, nb2) 6
Total: (for 9 wickets; 16.3 overs) 124
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Walton), 2-1 (Gayle), 3-42 (Powell), 4-49
(Hetmyer), 5-80 (Fletcher), 6-92 (Brathwaite), 7-99 (Emrit), 8-114
(Taylor), 9-124 (Badree). 
Bowling: Southee 2.3-0-21-3, Boult 4-0-29-2 (3w, 2nb),  Kitchen 4-
0-33-1 (1w), Santner 2-0-16-0, Sodhi 4-0-25-2.
Result: New Zealand won by 119 runs.

MOUNT MAUNGANUI, New Zealand: Completed scoreboard in
the third Twenty20 between New Zealand and the West Indies at
Mount Maunganui yesterday:

12

By Abdlellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club Treasurer
Essa Al-Buti Butaiban, Financial Director of HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Seventh Shooting Grand Prix appreciated the
unlimited support HH the Amir gives to shooting,
as this International Grand Prix became one of the
sought after events by shooters from all over the
globe. Butaiban said preparations began early, as
the Higher Organizing Committee, gave all con-
cerned their duties, and held workshops to have
everything ready on schedule, and all is ready
including the ranges to launch the event.

He said that preparations are on going to
receive guests as well as their stay, transport and
food, as well as the financial prizes the winners will
receive. Butaiban thanked the Public Authority for
Sports, its Director General and this deputies, and
all government authorities for supporting the
KSSC, wished success to all.

KSSC appreciates 
Amir’s unlimited 
support for shooting

‘Lucky’ Munro blasts record 
century as NZ crush Windies

First player to score three centuries in international T20s
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand’s master blaster
Colin Munro attributed his record-setting century to
sink the West Indies in the third Twenty20 in Mount
Maunganui yesterday to a hit-and-hope philosophy.

“I try and go out there and swing from ball one and
see what happens,” he said after blazing 104 off 53
deliveries. On the back of Munro’s heroics, New
Zealand won the third Twenty20 by 119 runs to com-
plete a sweep of the tour by the West Indies, having

won both Tests, all three one-day internationals and
two T20s. 

Munro became the first player to score three cen-
turies in international T20s, going one clear of four oth-
er players, including the West Indies’ Chris Gayle. “If
I’m lucky enough to get a good start, I try and carry
that momentum and if it’s my night, it’s my night and if
not then back to the drawing board,” said the 30-year-
old left-hander, who cracked 10 sixes and three fours.

New Zealand made 243 for five in their 20 overs and
the West Indies’ reply ended at 124 for nine in 16.3
overs, with Shai Hope unable to bat after being injured
while fielding. Munro was named man of the series after
scores of 53 and 104 in the two completed Twenty20s
and 66 in the washed-out second match. 

The West Indies, desperate to get at least one win
on the tour, tried every trick in their playbook but cap-
tain Carlos Brathwaite admitted Munro was too good.
“He took the game away from us,” Brathwaite said.

“Some of (our) plans we executed and he got past
them. Some of them we didn’t execute as well as we
wanted to and he capitalised,” he added. 

“What was good with his knock was that he always
capitalised on our mistakes and we presented a few too
many to him.” Munro and Martin Guptill (63) put on 136
in 11 overs for New Zealand’s first wicket.

That included 16 off the first over by Rayad Emrit,
who was making his T20 debut at the age of 36. But
Emrit claimed success in his second over when he had
Guptill caught behind. Munro continued until the first

ball of the final over when he drove a Brathwaite full
toss straight to Shimron Hetmyer at long on.

The West Indies reply began disastrously with
Chadwick Walton and Chris Gayle out without scoring
in Tim Southee’s opening over. Andre Fletcher did his
best to rebuild the innings and ensured the tourists kept
up with New Zealand’s run rate for the first eight overs.
But the introduction of spin saw Ish Sodhi end
Fletcher’s innings for 46 and the momentum fizzled.
From 80 for four after eight overs, the last five West
Indies wickets fell for 44 runs in 51 balls. — AFP

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand’s players celebrate their series win after the third Twenty20 international
cricket match between New Zealand and the West Indies at Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui yesterday. —AFP

SYDNEY:  Mason Crane’s introduction
to Test cricket for the fifth and final
Ashes clash with Australia is perhaps a
sign that England are finally prepared to
invest the time it takes to develop a
decent leg-spinner, whatever the short-
term cost.

At 20, Crane will be the youngest
England spinner for 90 years to make a
Test debut when he wins his first cap at
the Sydney Cricket Ground today in a
series that England trail by an irretriev-
able 3-0.

In the corresponding fixture on the
2013-14 Ashes series, when England
were 4-0 down, Scott Borthwick, Boyd
Rankin and Gary Ballance were all hand-
ed debuts with only the latter going on
to play a second Test.

Crane’s elevation after taking 75
wickets at 44 in 29 first class matches
could be seen in the same vein but for
Joe Root’s assertion to the contrary as
he plots a win that he thinks is vital to
England’s success on their next trip
Down Under.  

“I want us to be the best side in the
world ... and it’s not going to happen by
chucking guys in for the last game of a
series,” he said.  “So it’s really important

that we do it in a way which, over the
next four years, gets us in the best place
to perform well here, but throughout that
period being as successful as we can
be.” The art of spinning the ball away
from a right-handed batsman using the
fingers and a full flick of the wrist can
produce spectacular results but also be
difficult to control. It has provided two
of the most memorable moments in
Ashes cricket - the Eric Hollies googly
that bowled Don Bradman in the great
Australian’s final innings and the “Ball of
the Century” with which Shane Warne
dismissed Mike Gatting in 1993.

It can also be an expensive, though, as
Warne had discovered on his Test debut
at the SCG the previous year when he
took 1-150 against India. While Warne
was the greatest in a long line of top
class Australian “leggies” also including
Bill “Tiger” O’Reilly, Richie Benaud and
Stuart MacGill, the English have often
been accused of lacking the patience to
develop the skill.

Borthwick’s return of 4-82 from his
leg spin in a losing cause at the SCG in
2014 was decent enough but he never
played another Test, while Adil Rashid
has since ended up on the test
scrapheap after 10 matches, all abroad.

Crane’s development may mark a sea
change to this attitude and, while still not
a regular for his county Hampshire, he
has already played two T20 internation-
als. He linked up with MacGill when he
came over to Australia in 2016-17 to play
for Sydney’s Gordon club and three sev-
en-wicket hauls earned him a New
South Wales call-up, the first for a for-
eigner since Imran Khan in 1984-85.

He took 5-116 in his only Sheffield

Shield game against South Australia, a
match played at the SCG where he will
make his debut tosday after once again
working with MacGill. Leg-spinners
have to be aggressive and confident and
it has been Crane’s attitude that has most
impressed his captain.

“He showed in the T20 matches that
he’s right up for international cricket and
he’s not someone who’s going to back
down,” Root said yesterday. “On this
surface, he’s going to be a really good
option. It looks like it’s going to give a
bit of turn throughout.” —Reuters

England’s punt
on leggie
Crane not 
a short position

SYDNEY: England spinner Mason Crane (C) speaks to captain Joe Root (R) as
teammate Moeen Ali (L) bowls in the cricket nets during training at the SCG in
Sydney yesterday, a day ahead of the start of the fifth Ashes cricket Test match
against Australia. — AFP
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Starc returns for 
fifth Ashes Test
SYDNEY: Australia captain Steve Smith brushed off con-
cerns about his fitness on the eve of the fifth and final
Ashes Test against England yesterday before Mitchell
Starc’s return to spearhead the pace attack was confirmed
as the only change to his team.

Left-arm quick Starc, the leading wicket-taker in the
series after claiming 19 in the first three tests as Australia
wrested back the Ashes, missed the drawn fourth test in
Melbourne with a bruised heel but confirmed his fitness in
the nets. “Starcy’s pulled up pretty well this morning and
said he’s ready to go,” Smith told reporters at the Sydney
Cricket Ground (SCG). “The break that he’s had from
bowling has helped his heel heal, it’s coming on nicely, he’s
confident. You’ve got to take

the player’s words sometimes, and hopefully he gets
through fine ...” The Australia skipper, who has accumulat-
ed a series-leading 604 runs at an average of 151, left no
one in any doubt that he would be leading his side out
today despite missing training on Tuesday because of a
bad back. “It’s a little bit stiff but nothing I haven’t dealt
with before,” Smith said.  “I’ll have a good hit and a good
catch today and I’ll be fine tomorrow.  “I love batting out
here at the SCG, it’s my home ground and I’ve made a few
good scores. So hopefully I can continue the run.”

The side was confirmed after Australia’s training session
with Starc returning in place of Jackson Bird, who
laboured as a stand-in on an Melbourne Cricket Ground
pitch rated as “poor” by the governing International
Cricket Council.

Left-arm tweaker Ashton Agar was also brought into
the squad to offer Australia the option of going with two
spinners if it looked like the SCG was going to offer a lot
of turn. Smith, though, said the state of the pitch made it
unlikely that one of the quicks would make way for Agar to
play alongside off spinner Nathan Lyon as the hosts look
to wrap up the series 4-0.— Reuters

CAPE TOWN: India all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja is a doubt for
the first Test against South Africa due to a viral illness, the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) said yesterday.
The left-arm spinner has been suffering from the illness for the
last two days and a decision on his inclusion for the opening
test in Cape Town will be made before the first day of play
starts on Friday.

“The BCCI Medical Team in consultation with the local
medical team has decided that Mr. Jadeja will be taken to a
hospital for treatment and expects him to fully recover in the
next 48 hrs,” the national governing body said in a statement.

“A decision on his availability ... will be taken on the morning
of the match i.e. Jan. 5, 2018.” Meanwhile, batsman Shikhar
Dhawan has been declared fit after recovering from a minor
ankle injury. Virat Kohli’s side are atop the International Cricket
Council’s (ICC) Test rankings after winning nine successive
series but their record on tour in South Africa is dismal. India
have won just two of the 17 tests played there since 1992, los-
ing five of the six series, with the 1-1 draw in 2010-11 their best
return. The two teams will play three tests, six One-Day
Internationals and three Twenty20 matches through to the end
of February. — Reuters

India’s Jadeja a 
doubt for first 
South Africa Test

CAPE TOWN: India’s captain Virat Kohli (L) and South Africa’s captain Faf du Plessis (R) pose with the
2018 Freedom Series trophy.— AFP


