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WASHINGTON: The United States has accused Pakistan
of playing a “double game” on fighting terrorism and
warned Islamabad it would have to do more if it wanted
to maintain US aid. “They can do more to stop terrorism
and we want them to do that,” White House spokes-
woman Sarah Sanders told reporters. The White House
said it would likely announce actions to pressure
Pakistan within days, shortly after US Ambassador Nikki
Haley said at the United Nations that Washington would
withhold $255 million in assistance to Pakistan. “There
are clear reasons for this.
Pakistan has played a double
game for years,” Haley told
reporters. “They work with us
at times, and they also harbor
the terrorists that attack our
troops in Afghanistan.

“That game is not accept-
able to this administration.
We expect far more cooper-
ation from Pakistan in the
fight against terrorism.” The
comments followed an angry
tweet from President Donald
Trump on Monday that the United States had been
rewarded with “nothing but lies and deceit” for “fool-
ishly” giving Pakistan more than $33 billion in aid in the
last 15 years. “They give safe haven to the terrorists we
hunt in Afghanistan, with little help. No more!” he
tweeted. Pakistan civilian and military chiefs on Tuesday
rejected  “incomprehensible” US comments and sum-
moned American Ambassador David Hale to explain
Trump’s tweet. 

Relations with Washington have been strained for
years over Islamabad’s alleged support for Haqqani net-

work militants, who are allied with the Afghan Taleban.
The United States also alleges that senior Afghan
Taleban commanders live on Pakistani soil, and has sig-
naled it will cut aid and take other steps if Islamabad
does not stop helping or turning a blind eye to Haqqani
militants crossing the border to carry out attacks in
Afghanistan. In 2016, Taleban leader Mullah Mansour
was killed by a US drone strike inside Pakistan and in
2011, Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden was found and
killed by US troops in the garrison town of Abbottabad.

Pakistan needs 
to earn its aid

At the State Department
on Tuesday, spokesman
Heather Nauert said
Pakistan knows what it
needs to do, including tak-
ing action against the
Haqqani network and other
militants. Pakistan needs to
“earn, essentially, the money
that we have provided in
the past in foreign military

assistance,” she said. Islamabad bristles at the sugges-
tion it is not doing enough to fight militants, noting that
its casualties at the hands of Islamists since 2001 number
in the tens of thousands. Pakistani Prime Minister Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi on Tuesday chaired a National Security
Committee meeting of civilian and military chiefs, focus-
ing on Trump’s tweet. The meeting, which lasted nearly
three hours, was brought forward by a day and followed
an earlier meeting of army generals.

The committee, in a statement issued by the prime
minister’s office, did not name Trump but spoke of “deep

disappointment” at a slew of critical comments coming
from US officials over the past few months. “Recent
statements and articulation by the American leadership
were completely incomprehensible as they contradicted

facts manifestly, struck with great insensitivity at the
trust between two nations built over generations, and
negated the decades of sacrifices made by the Pakistani
nation,” it said.—Reuters
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Mormon leader dies 
UTAH: Thomas Monson, leader of the Mormon Church, has
died at the age of 90 at his home in Salt Lake City, Utah, the
church said yesterday. Monson became the 16th President
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints - as the
religion is officially known - in 2008. As president, he was
believed by members of the faith to be a prophet who
receives divine revelations. Monson died on Tuesday
evening surrounded by his family, the church said in a state-
ment on its website. Mormons worship Jesus, believing in a
“restored” church with living apostles and prophets and an
additional testament - the Book of Mormon - to those found
in the traditional Bible. The church, which was formally
organized in 1830 in Upstate New York, reported last year
to have 15.8 million members worldwide. They include the
2012 Republican presidential nominee and former
Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney and actor Katherine Heigl.
“President Monson had all the hallmarks of an unassuming
servant of the Lord,” the church said in a statement. 

Costa Rica murder rate 
SAN JOSE: Costa Rica recorded its highest-ever annual
murder rate in 2017, authorities said Tuesday, blaming
score-settling between gangs and drug trafficking for the
rise. The nation of about five million people, still considered
one of the safest relative to others in Central America, saw
603 homicides last year, according to preliminary data
from the police service responsible for investigating them.
That works out to a rate of 12.1 murders per 100,000
inhabitants. The number of killings “is the highest in the
history of the country,” the deputy director of the Judicial
Investigation Organism, Michael Soto, told a news confer-
ence. Much of Latin America suffers from homicide rates
higher than the world average of 5.3 per 100,000 inhabi-
tants given by the World Bank. By comparison, the United
States has a murder rate of 4.9 per 100,000 inhabitants,
according to recent FBI data. The World Health
Organization considers a murder rate of more than 10 per
100,000 to be an “epidemic.” 

Suicide blast kills 14 
KANO: Fourteen worshippers were killed yesterday when a
suicide bomber attacked a mosque on Nigeria’s border with
Cameroon, civilian vigilantes said. The suspected Boko
Haram jihadist blew himself up amid worshippers inside the
mosque in Gamboru around 5:00 am, shortly before morn-
ing prayers. “Fourteen bodies have been pulled out of the
rubble,” said Umar Kachalla, a civilian militiaman, who said
the mosque had been completely destroyed. “Only the
muezzin has survived and we believe more bodies are
buried under the debris,” said Kachalla. “The death toll may
likely rise.” An hour earlier, a patrol of vigilantes spotted
four suspected suicide bombers on the outskirts of the town
and arrested one of them after a chase, said a second vigi-
lante, Shehu Mada. “Two of them turned back and fled while
the fourth disappeared into the darkness and we believe it
was he who attacked the mosque,” Mada said. Boko Haram’s
eight-year insurgency against the government of Nigeria
has  spilled into neighboring Niger, Chad and Cameroon.

Hundreds flee clashes 
BANGUI: Hundreds of people in northwest Central African
Republic have fled their villages following fresh violence
between armed groups, Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
said. Villagers fled gunfire and machete attacks to arrive in
the small town of Paoua, where thousands of people have
already sought refuge since fighting erupted in the region
in November. “There are clashes at almost every point all
around Paoua. We have seen hundreds of people flee their
villages to take refuge in Paoua” since Wednesday, said
Jean Hospital, MSF’s project coordinator in the region.
“We received civilians who were directly targeted by gun-
fire or were attacked with machetes, while others are col-
lateral victims of the clashes,” he added. Rival armed
groups the National Movement for the Liberation of the
Central African Republic (MNLC) and Revolution and
Justice (RJ) began fighting on the outskirts of Paoua yes-
terday, following renewed violence in the region since
November, sources said. 
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terrorists 

KARACHI: Activists of the Difa-e-Pakistan Council shout anti-US slogans at a protest in
Karachi. Pakistan has summoned the US ambassador, an embassy spokesman said in a
rare public rebuke after Donald Trump lashed out at Islamabad with threats to cut aid
over ‘lies’ about militancy. —AFP 

Equatorial Guinea 
‘coup’ thwarted
MALABO: The West African state of Equatorial Guinea said
yesterday it had thwarted “a coup” in late December
mounted by mercenaries who sought to attack President
Teodoro Obiang Nguema, Africa’s longest-serving leader.
Sources told AFP that the country’s ambassador to Chad
had been arrested and was being held in a military camp. In
a statement read on public radio, Security Minister Nicolas
Obama Nchama said an attempted coup took place on
December 24. “A group of Chadian, Sudanese and
Centrafricans [citizens of the Central African Republic] infil-
trated Kye Ossi, Ebibeyin, Mongomo, Bata and Malabo to
attack the head of state, who was in the Koete Mongomo
presidential palace for the year-end holiday,” he said.

The “mercenaries... were recruited by Equatorial
Guinean militants from certain radical opposition parties
with the support of certain powers,” the minister said. The
plot had been prevented thanks to an operation carried
out “in collaboration with the Cameroon security servic-
es”, he said. Formerly a Spanish colony, Equatorial Guinea
is one of sub-Sahara’s biggest oil producers but a large
proportion of its 1.2 million population lives in poverty.
Obiang, in power for more than 38 years, is accused by
critics of brutal repression of opponents, electoral fraud
and corruption.

Arms   
Yesterday’s announcement came after Cameroon on

December 27 arrested 38 heavily-armed men on the bor-
der with the tiny state. Two days later, Equatorial
Guinea’s ambassador to France, Miguel Oyono Ndong
Mifumu, referred to the incident as an “invasion and
destabilization attempt”. The suspects, taken into custody
in a bus on the border, had rocket launchers, rifles and a
stockpile of ammunition, according to his office. On
Saturday, the 75-year-old Obiang said “a war” was being
prepared against his regime, “because they say I have
spent a lot of time in power”.

The same day, the country’s ambassador to Chad,
Enrique Nsue Anguesom, was arrested in the district of
Ebibeyin, on Equatorial Guinea’s border with Cameroon,
one of his cousins and a senior police officer said yester-
day, speaking on condition of anonymity. He is being held
in a military camp in Bata, Equatorial Guinea’s economic
capital, “in connection with the investigation concerning
the arrests” on December 27, said one of the sources.
Concurring sources said Equatorial Guinea’s borders with
Gabon and Cameroon were closed on December 27. Other
sources said military reinforcements had been sent to the
fronter with Cameroon. Officials could not be reached to
confirm these accounts.

Contested regime   
Obiang took power in a coup on August 3, 1979, oust-

ing his own uncle, Francisco Macias Nguema, who was
shot by firing squad.  He was re-elected to a fifth seven-
year term in 2016, gaining more than 90 percent of the
vote, according to the official results. Legislative elections
on November 12 last year saw the ruling party win 92 per-
cent of the vote, a result condemned as fraudulent by dis-
sidents. The Citizens for Innovation (CI) opposition group,
which secured one out of the 100 seats in the legislature,

reported that at least 50 of its members were detained
after the ballot.

In 2004, mercenaries attempted to overthrow Obiang
in a coup thought to be largely funded by British finan-
ciers. Mark Thatcher, son of former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher, was reportedly involved in the fund-
ing and was convicted and fined in South Africa. In
October last year, a French court handed down a three-
year suspended jail term to Obiang’s son, Teodorin, who
is also vice president, after convicting him of siphoning
off public money to fund a jet-set lifestyle in Paris. He
was accused of spending more than 1,000 times his offi-
cial annual salary on a six-storey mansion in a posh part
of the French capital, a fleet of fast cars and artworks,
among other assets. His lawyers said they would appeal
the ruling.—AFP 

Ecuador jailed VP 
stripped of office
QUITO: Ecuador’s Vice
President Jorge Glas lost his
title late Tuesday because he
has been absent for more than
three months-locked up in
prison on a six-year sentence
for corruption. Glas, 48, is the
highest-ranking Latin American
politician to be convicted and
imprisoned for his role in a
continent-wide scandal involv-
ing a Brazilian construction
group, Odebrecht, which gave
bribes to secure public works
contracts.

He was given his six-year sen-
tence on December 13 by
Ecuador’s Supreme Court after
being found guilty of receiving $13.5 million in Odebrecht
kickbacks. He says he is innocent and will appeal. But, taking
into account his detention since October 2 pending his trial,
he has not been able to carry out his duties. That means that
at midnight Tuesday, Glas had failed to execute his functions
as vice president for the three months allowed under the
constitution. So he automatically lost his post. Asked if that
was right, the executive secretary of the ruling Country
Alliance, Ricardo Zambrano, said: “Of course.” Zambrano
added, in comments to the Ecuavisa television network, that
President Lenin Moreno would have to ask Congress to
choose a replacement.

The legislature on December 17 had voted to open pro-
ceedings to fire Glas. But that still required rulings from the
Constitutional Court and a congressional panel before going
to a vote before the entire Congress. It appeared the consti-
tution’s provisions would come into effect before that
process ran its course. “Under the law, the three months of
absence means that a temporary deficiency (of vice-presi-
dential functions) becomes a definitive one, without the need
for any congressional declaration,” a constitutional expert,
Rafael Oyarte said. Two people were seen as best-placed to
succeed Glas: current acting vice president Maria Vicuna,
and Industries Minister Eva Garcia. Ecuador’s ruling party is
split between Moreno and previous president Rafael Correa.
Glas was an ally of Correa, who retired to Belgium but
returned to his country in late November to battle Moreno
for control of their party. —AFP
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A high-tech ship 
to resume hunt 
for flight MH370
KUALA LUMPUR: A US exploration firm said yesterday it
has sent a high-tech vessel in hopes of soon resuming the
hunt for flight MH370, whose disappearance is one of avi-
ation’s greatest mysteries. The Malaysia Airlines jet disap-
peared in March 2014 with 239 people-mostly from
China-on board en route from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing
after diverting from its flight path. No sign of the plane
was found in a 120,000 square kilometer search zone
selected by satellite analysis of the jet’s likely trajectory.
The sea search-the largest in aviation history-was called
off in January last year but looks set to resume soon. 

Exploration firm Ocean Infinity said it was sending a
research vessel to the zone in the southern Indian Ocean
and hopes to finalize a deal with the Malaysian govern-

ment to restart the hunt in the coming days. “We are mov-
ing the vessel, Seabed Constructor, towards the vicinity of
the possible search zone,” a spokesman for the company
said. “This is designed to save time should the contract
award be forthcoming, as hoped.” The Norwegian
research vessel being leased by Ocean Infinity set off from
South Africa and was aiming to arrive in the search area by
mid-January. The firm wants to start the hunt, which will be
on a “no find, no fee” basis, during a period of good
weather expected in January and February.

The vessel is carrying several autonomous submarines
which can be launched from the ship to scour the seabed
for the jet. Malaysia’s Deputy Transport Minister Aziz
Kaprawi confirmed negotiations with Ocean Infinity were
in the final stages: “They know we are very serious in tak-
ing their offer.” Ocean Infinity was one of three companies
which had bid to resume the hunt. Australia’s national sci-
ence body CSIRO released a report in April suggesting the
doomed plane was “most likely” north of the former search
zone in an area of approximately 25,000 square kilome-
ters. Only three confirmed fragments of MH370 have been
found, all of them on western Indian Ocean shores, includ-
ing a two-meter wing part known as a flaperon.—AFP 

Israel: Iran recruiting
Palestinian militants 
through South Africa
JERUSALEM: Israel said yesterday it had cracked a
Palestinian militant cell suspected of having been recruited
and handled by Iranian intelligence officers who worked
out of South Africa. Israel has long been locked in a shad-
ow war with arch-foe Iran, which supports Islamist guer-
rillas in the Gaza Strip and Lebanon and whose nuclear
program is widely believed to have been targeted repeat-
edly by Israeli saboteurs. Israel’s Shin Bet security agency
said three Palestinians from the occupied West Bank had
been indicted on espionage and terrorism charges after
they confessed to accepting Iranian-assigned missions,
including preparation of a suicide bombing and providing
their handlers with Israeli cellphone SIM cards.

In its statement, the Shin Bet said the suspects’ point of
contact was a Palestinian who lived in South Africa and
had been recruited by Iranian intelligence. It gave no indi-
cation whether the South African government knew of the
alleged Iranian activity, or of the Palestinian man’s where-

abouts. South Africa, where pro-Palestinian sentiment is
strong, has strained relations with Israel, but the Shin Bet
statement also suggested the country effectively served as
an Iranian spy hub.

“It became clear, during the Shin Bet investigation, that
Iranian intelligence used South Africa as a significant are-
na for locating, recruiting and running anti-Israel agents in
the West Bank,” the Shin Bet said, adding that several
Iranian officers had travelled there “from Tehran” for the
operation. South Africa’s Foreign Ministry and Home
Affairs Ministry and the Iranian embassy in Pretoria did
not immediately respond to the Israeli allegations.  The
Shin Bet did not say when it cracked the Palestinian cell or
when the trial of the suspects would begin. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told
reporters on Wednesday the case showed that “Iran oper-
ates in a subversive and terrorist manner ... not just in aid-
ing terror groups like Hamas and Hezbollah and Islamic
Jihad, but also in attempts to organize terror activities
within the State of Israel against its civilians”. The Shin Bet
did not describe any of the attacks or espionage missions
allegedly planned by the suspects as having been near to
fruition. It also did not say whether the three had been
assigned lawyers or how they might plead to the charges.
A Shin Bet veteran interviewed by Israel Radio about the
case suggested the purported South African link may be
unprecedented. —Reuters
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