
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi said
yesterday that Kuwait’s accession to the Security
Council is considered a major achievement of the
Kuwaiti foreign policy, as it is considered one of the
most important United Nations organs tasked with
maintaining international peace and security where its
decisions are binding.

Otaibi said in an exclusive interview on the occasion
of the commencement of Kuwait’s work in the Security
Council as a non-permanent member for the years 2018-
2019 that the importance of the Security Council lies in
ensuring that its basic functions affect the security and
stability of states and the
prevention of conflicts,
besides it is not easy to
attain a membership as a
majority of two-thirds of
the General Assembly
votes are needed.

He added that the
most important and out-
standing achievement is
what will be achieved
during the term of mem-
bership, especially that
the council is currently
pursuing great responsi-
bilities and issues of concern to the State of Kuwait, as
most of the issues on the agenda concern the Arab
countries such as Palestine, Yemen, Syria and Iraq are
issues also affecting the security of Kuwait and the
region in general.

Kuwait’s role
Otaibi said that membership of the Security Council

is important to highlight the role of Kuwait and its sup-
port for preventive diplomacy, resolving conflicts
through peaceful means and contributing to humanitar-

ian issues that have implications on international peace
and security, especially that each crisis produces sub-
sequent humanitarian crises.

He stressed that Kuwait will take its responsibilities
seriously and will cooperate with all members in
accomplishing the Security Council’s tasks and respon-
sibilities, affirming that Kuwait is one of the strongest
supporters and defenders of the Charter of the United
Nations, international law and the goals and principles
of the United Nations and will continue doing so.

Otaibi pointed out that the membership of Kuwait
comes at a difficult time, especially since many coun-
tries in the Arab and Islamic world are witnessing con-

tinuous conflicts for
several years which have
negative repercussions
on security and stability
in the region.

He expressed hope
that Kuwait will con-
tribute through its mem-
bership in the Security
Council and its presi-
dency of the Council for
February to contribute
to the provision of secu-
rity and stability, espe-
cially between the Arab

and Islamic countries.
He said that Kuwait will take over the Security

Council’s Working Group on Documentation and
Procedures in the Security Council, saying the team will
carry out tasks and responsibilities that are very impor-
tant to the work of the Security Council, pointing out that
it will try to build on the previous presidencies and at the
same time will come up with new ideas and will push for
their approval in order to enhance its mechanisms.

Otaibi said that Kuwait’s priorities during its mem-
bership will be focused on four dimensions; the human-

itarian dimension, the prevention of conflicts and
improvement of the working methods of the Council, as
well as preventive diplomacy.

Flag hoisted
After the State of Kuwait officially took over as a non-

permanent member of the UN Security Council, its flag
was hoisted alongside those of the other 14 members.
Otaibi raised his country’s flag on Tuesday at a ceremony
that gathered a large number of diplomats, including
representatives of the UNSC members, and press peo-
ple.  Kuwait was elected to the Council during a UN
General Assembly session on June 2, 2017 for the 2018-

2019 term, representing Asia-Pacific, four decades after
its first membership.

It first served as UNSC non-permanent member in
1978-1979. Kuwait is replacing Egypt as representative
of the Arab group of states at the Council.  The other nine
non-permanent members elected alongside Kuwait are;
Bolivia (2018), Cote d’Ivoire (2019), Equatorial Guinea
(2019), Ethiopia (2018), Kazakhstan (2018), Netherlands
(2018), Peru (2019), Poland (2019) and Sweden (2018).
Kuwait’s agenda for the two-year membership focuses on
Arab issues, notably Palestine, peacemaking, prevention
of conflict, humanitarian issues, and enhancing the effica-
cy and transparency of the UNSC. —KUNA
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CRIMES
Bootlegger arrested 
after police chase

KUWAIT: Drugs Control General Department
officers questioned an Indian man to find out the
source of 84 imported liquor bottles found with
him in Mahboula. Police found the man standing
in a public area with a plastic bag placed on the
ground next to him, which raised their suspi-
cions. The man tried to flee when he saw police,
who chased and placed him under arrest. Police
busted a liquor brewery in Mishref that was run
by two men and two women, all Asians. Large
drums and brewing equipment were found. The
four were arrested and sent to concerned
authorities.

Rape allegations

The public prosecution released two businessmen -
one on a KD 100 bail and another without bail -
after several days of detention for questioning. An
actress had accused them of rape in a villa that one
of them owns. The case began 10 days ago when the
actress claimed she was raped, but when the two
men were asked about it, they denied the charge.

Smuggling foiled

An African woman was caught attempting to
smuggle 8.4 kg of qat, which is banned in Kuwait,
on arrival from her country. The suspect had the
drugs hidden between food containers.

Membership
highlights
Kuwait’s 

international
role Kuwait’s Permanent Representative Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi (center) is surrounded by members

of Kuwait’s UN delegation.

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s flag is raised alongside those of other UNSC member states. —KUNA

UNSC accession big accomplishment to
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Arabs urged to sever
ties with states 
recognizing Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital
AMMAN: Chairman of the Palestinian National
Council (PNC) Salim Al-Zanoun has urged the Arab
countries to sever relations with any state that rec-
ognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital or moves its
embassy to the city, in line with a resolution of the
11th Arab Summit held in Jordan in 1980.

In a statement distributed by the Amman-based
PNC, Zanoun said the 1980 resolution was reaf-

firmed by the Arab Summits in Baghdad, 1990, and
Cairo, 2000.  Meanwhile, the Palestinian Central
Counci l  (PCC) wi l l  seek during i ts  meeting in
Ramallah mid-January to conclude “suitable resolu-
tions, and endorse a combative future vision as part
of a national strategy on all levels,” he said.  The
vision will be based on implementation of the PCC
latest  resolut ions , reviewing the tasks  of  the
Palestinian National Authority, and working on con-
sol idat ing the inst i tut ions  of  the Palest in ian
Liberation Organization (PLO) as the legitimate and
sole representat ive of  the Palest in ian people,
Zanoun noted.  

He also slammed the December 6 US President
Donald Trump’s decision recognizing Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital saying the move transgressed the
rules of the international law, and “flagrantly violated
the international legitimacy, through disgraceful use
of the (UNSC) Veto.” —KUNA

Increased emissions
from Doha power
plant reported
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Environmental activist Khaled Al-Hajri noticed
the Doha power plant was producing increased emissions
yesterday, and reported it to the emergency hotline of the
interior ministry. The power plant is operated by the
Ministry of Electricity and Water, but Hajri didn’t get any
response from it. “The emissions of the Doha power plant
and other power plants in both the north and south of
Kuwait are toxic, caused by burning heavy oil to supply
the station with energy, so the sulfur percentage is high.
This causes massive pollution and should stop,” Hajri,

Chairman of the Green Line Environmental Group Kuwait
(GLEG), told Kuwait Times. 

“I reported the matter to the authority in charge and
they should pass it to the environmental police to take
action. But until now, the Environment Public Authority
(EPA) hasn’t issued any statement. By ignoring this issue,
the government is violating the articles of the Paris climate
agreement signed by Kuwait. According to this agreement,
Kuwait should decrease emissions of power plants and oil
refineries to preserve the environment, but this agreement
is not respected by the government,” he charged.

The power plants have been causing pollution since
they were built. “For many years, we have been demand-
ing to fix purifiers at power stations to limit and filter the
emissions. The authorities in charge are not transparent in
announcing the amount of emissions, but environmental
activists are observing the pollution,” warned Hajri,
adding the EPA is uncooperative. “EPA has filed over 30
cases against activists of Green Line to stop us from mon-
itoring environmental issues and pollution in the country,”
he concluded. 

Kuwaiti-funded
hospital reopens
in Iraq’s Mosul 
BAGHDAD: A medical center in Iraq’s war-bat-
tered city of Mosul is now up and running after
completing Kuwaiti-financed renovations, the
United Iraqi Medical Society said yesterday. The
hospital, located in the eastern region of Mosul,
has been completely overhauled with expenses
covered by the Kuwaiti Society for Relief, the Iraqi
Medical Society’s chairman Ahmad Al-Haiti said.
Copious amounts of Kuwaiti aid have poured into
Iraq in a bid to prop up the country’s ailing health-
care sector. —KUNA

No jurisdiction
for courts over
citizenship cases
By Mehsaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The appeals court struck out a ruling by
the court of first instance, and reasserted that courts
have no jurisdiction over cases related to citizenship.
The case is about 19 persons of a family who had
their Kuwaiti nationality revoked by a government
decision. They then won a ruling in their favor, but
the appeals court affirmed that issues of nationality
cannot be considered by courts.


