
KUWAIT: The Cabinet instructed the moni-
toring body on developing the ‘Silk City’ and
‘Boubyan Island’ projects to coordinate with
the Public Policies and Information
Department of the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development (SCPD) on bene-
fiting from China’s expertise for promoting
these projects. This came during the Cabinet’s
weekly session held yesterday at Bayan
Palace, chaired by His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

New posts
Meanwhile, a trio of Kuwaiti offi-

cials took over new posts yesterday
as the Cabinet appointed Dr
Humoud Flaiteh as the director gen-
eral of the Public Authority for
Sport (PAS), with the rank of a min-
istry undersecretary, Minister of
Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-
Roudhan said.

Speaking on the sidelines of
meeting, Roudhan, who doubles as Minister
of State for Youth Affairs, revealed that Dr
Abdulkarim Taqi was named Director
General of the Public Authority for Industry,
with the rank of undersecretary. Meanwhile,
he added that Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel now
occupies the position of Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Kuwait’s UNSC term
The Cabinet congratulated His Highness

the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah on the beginning of Kuwait’s non-
permanent two-year term as a member of
the UN Security Council.  During a weekly
meeting at Bayan Palace, chaired by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the cabi-
net referred to winning the UNSC seat as
success for the balanced Kuwaiti diploma-

cy, said Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

It also enhances the already elevated
status the State of Kuwait enjoys on the
international level, as well as the country’s
support to the humanitarian issues on the
regional and world’s scenes. Kuwait spares
no efforts to serve the international commu-
nity, as well as issues of security and peace,
and humanity at large.  Then His Highness
the Premier notified the cabinet of the out-

come of the visit to Kuwait on Tuesday by
Bahraini Prime Minister Khalifa bin Salman
Al Khalifa and an accompanying delegation,
as part of the distinguished ties between
the two countries.

Meanwhile, First Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah apprised the
ministers on his recent visit to Saudi Arabia

last Thursday. Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad offered an account of his
talks with King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud and Crown Prince, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Mohammad Bin Salman. The
talks focused on the distinguished
relations between the two nations in
all fields, besides issues of mutual
interest.

Terror attacks
In the meantime, the Cabinet con-

demned the two terror attacks that
hit Egypt’s North Sinai Governorate

and the district of Helwan, southern Cairo
last week. The two attacks left many victims
killed or wounded, among them military
personnel.  The Cabinet held its weekly
meeting at Bayan Palace, chaired by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The min-
isters voiced Kuwait’s support to Egypt and
whatsoever measures the country may take
to protect its security and stability, praying
for mercy for the dead and speed recovery

for the wounded, said Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

By the same token, the Cabinet con-
demned the terrorist bombing that targeted
a supermarket in Russia’ St Petersburg,
leaving scores killed or wounded, last week.
Also today, the ministers denounced the
recent terrorist attack on a cultural center
in the Afghan capital of Kabul, which killed
and injured several people.

The Cabinet stressed that such acts of
terrorism run against all human principles

and values, and are utterly disapproved by
all faiths. It also reiterated Kuwait’s initial
and unwavering stance which rejects all
forms of terrorism, urging the international
community to double efforts to rid the world
of the phenomena, and the ensued evils. 

The Cabinet also reviewed regular
reports submitted by some government
bodies on collecting accumulated outstand-
ing debts due for the state. Concluding the
meeting, the ministers reviewed reports on
the political developments on the Arab and
international scenes. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the
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KUWAIT: The head office building of the Civil Service Commission; the state authority that
handles payment of public sector employees’ salaries.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said
that a study on restructuring govern-
ment sector payrolls under the supervi-
sion of the finance ministry is almost
complete after going through several
phases over the past three years. The
sources added that government
employees’ salaries are accordingly
expected to be restructured by the
beginning of 2019. 

The study aims at equaling employ-
ees’ incentives and salaries, the sources
added, stressing that the study would
not lead to reducing salaries, and would,
contrarily, lead to increasing some by
paying the difference between high and
low wages paid to employees with the
same qualifications. Notably, the study
was done by a specialized company that
set the principles of the new payroll
alternative, giving more incentives to
outdoor employees than those working
in offices. The total payroll item in the
2016-2017 budget was KD 16.7 billion
($50 billion). 

Craftsmen allowances
The cases and legal studies manager

at the Manpower and Government
Restructuring program (MGRP) Fawwaz
Al-Mutairi stressed that MGRP imple-
ments the laws related to paying social
and child allowances to craftsmen work-
ing for non-governmental bodies in
accordance with law number 391/2001.
Responding to a verdict issued recently
by the constitutional court in a case filed
by a citizen contesting the constitution-
ality of clause no. 4 of article five of the
aforementioned Cabinet decision, which
was amended by decision number
572/2009 pertaining entitling employ-
ees older than 25 to get the allowance
and depriving younger ones from pursu-
ing further studies while in service,
which is considered an unjustified dis-
crimination. 

Mutairi added that the national labor
support act encourages citizens to work
for non-governmental bodies in return
for paying those working in handcrafts
social and child allowances according to
CSC regulations. He added that accord-
ing to the constitution, all citizens are
equal in rights and duties, which
includes the right to have a job and a
stable social life. “Accordingly, I suggest
reducing the gap between the salaries
and incentives given to citizens for
working in different bodies in order to
make the best use of national human
resources as well as activate non-gov-
ernmental bodies’ role as partners in
development,” Mutairi stressed. 

He explained the conditions of get-
ting social and child allowances include
working within Kuwait, being registered
with the social security authority, being
at least 21 years old for bachelors and 18
for married citizens, having at least one
child, not being registered in an educa-
tional facility with the exception of those
older than 25 and should be working for
a non-governmental body for at least
three years without getting any pension. 

Housing plots
An official at the Public Authority for

Housing Welfare denied recent reports
suggesting that citizens who have housing
plots allocated in Sabahiya, Abu Halaifa
and South Khaitan can sell them before 10
years have elapsed. He said a regulatory
decision by the Cabinet stipulates that
citizens cannot do anything with the plots
until the set period has elapsed.

Eighth Ring Road
The Ministry of Public Works said

that the Eighth Ring Road project was
cancelled due to security risks, because
it goes through the Burgan oilfield. The
ministry contracted an international
consultation office on the 60-km project
from Fahaheel Expressway that will
intersect the southern regional road.

State employees’ payroll
restructuring by early 2019


