
LIMA: A bus plunged over a seaside
cliff in Peru on Tuesday, killing at least 48
people after a collision with a truck on a
precarious stretch known as the “devil’s
curve”, officials said. The bus was travel-
ling from Huacho, 130 km north of the
capital, to Lima with 55 passengers and
two crew on board when it went off the
road about midday. It plunged 100 m and
landed upside down on rocks at the edge
of the sea. The incident “left at least 48
victims” dead, the statement posted on
the interior ministry’s website said.

Efforts to recover bodies from the
overturned vehicle were suspended at
nightfall because the tide had risen and
reached the bus, the police said. A police
helicopter had winched some rescue

workers to the wreck of the blue bus
while others made the precarious journey
down on foot with the assistance of
ropes. The navy sent a patrol boat to
assist the rescuers trying to get everyone
out before the tide came in. There were
several survivors, although most on
board the bus perished.

“For us it is very painful to suffer an
accident of this magnitude. My deep sol-
idarity lies with the pain suffered by the
relatives,” President Pedro Pablo
Kuczynski wrote on Twitter. Maria Elena
Aguilar, director of Alcides Carrion
Hospital in El Callao, said her facility
received five patients with multiple
injuries. One other survivor was taken to
a different hospital. The accident took
place on a coastal highway about 45 km
north of the capital Lima, said Colonel
Dino Escudero, head of the police high-
way patrol division.

The Pasamayo highway on which the
tragedy occurred is only used by trucks
and buses, as cars travel a different route.
It is a dangerous sea-hugging road

where fog is frequent and high humidity
can make the roadway slippery. The bus
driver had a lot of experience and was
working with an assistant, said Luis
Martinez, a representative of Transportes

San Martin de Porres, which owned the
bus. Martinez could not confirm whether
the driver had been killed  or injured, but
added that the bus underwent a mechan-
ical check before leaving Huacho. — AFP
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News in brief

Emirates to fly in fans

DUBAI: Emirates airlines yesterday announced
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, UAE
Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
has instructed Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al-
Maktoum, Emirates’ Chairman and Chief Executive,
to operate a special A380 flight to Kuwait for UAE
supporters to attend the finals of the Arabian Gulf
Cup. The UAE team will face Oman in the final
match, which will be held tomorrow. Details of the
special flight will be made available as soon as pos-
sible, the statement added.

Oslo suspends UAE arms sales 

OSLO: Norway yesterday announced it has sus-
pended arms and ammunition exports to the
United Arab Emirates because of the nation’s
involvement in the Yemen war. The UAE is part of a
Saudi Arabia-led coalition that has been fighting in
Yemen since March 2015. The conflict has killed
more than 8,750 people, according to the World
Health Organization (WHO). The suspension of
arms exports, adopted on Dec 19, is a precaution-
ary move and does not indicate that Norwegian
weapons have been used in Yemen, Oslo said.
Norwegian arms sales in the UAE had almost dou-
bled in 2016 compared to the previous year,
reaching 79 million kroner ($9.7 million). 

RAMALLAH: Palestinian leaders said yesterday they
will not be “blackmailed” after US President Donald
Trump threatened to cut aid worth more than $300
million annually, his latest provocative move that could
upturn years of careful diplomacy. Relations between
Trump’s White House and the Palestinians were already
tense after the US president’s recognition of Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital last month. The Dec 6 announcement
concerning the disputed city led Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas to say the United States could no
longer play any role in the Middle East peace process.

Trump’s threat in a tweet on Tuesday to try to force
the Palestinians into negotiations caused further out-
rage, though Israeli ministers lauded it. The Palestinians
rely heavily on international aid, with many analysts,
including Israelis, saying such assistance helps maintain
stability in a volatile region. The European Union is also
a major contributor. 

“We pay the Palestinians HUNDRED OF MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS a year and get no appreciation or
respect,” Trump tweeted. “They don’t even want to
negotiate a long overdue peace treaty with Israel. We
have taken Jerusalem, the toughest part of the negotia-
tion, off the table, but Israel, for that, would have had to
pay more. But with the Palestinians no longer willing to
talk peace, why should we make any of these massive
future payments to them?”

It was not immediately clear whether Trump was
threatening all of the budget, worth $319 million in
2016, according to US government figures. The United

States has long provided the Palestinian Authority with
much-needed budgetary support and security assis-
tance, as well as an additional $304 million for UN pro-
grams in the West Bank and Gaza. UNRWA, the UN
agency for Palestinian refugees, said so far it had not
been informed by the United States of any changes in
financing. Israel receives more than $3 billion in military
aid per year from Washington.

Abbas’ spokesman said they were not against nego-
tiations, but that talks should be “based on international
laws and resolutions that have recognized an independ-
ent Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its capital”.
“Jerusalem is the eternal capital of the state of Palestine
and it is not for sale for gold or billions,” Nabil Abu
Rudeina told AFP. Senior Palestinian official Hanan
Ashrawi said in a statement that “we will not be black-
mailed”. “President Trump has sabotaged our search for
peace, freedom and justice,” she said. “Now he dares to
blame the Palestinians for the consequences of his own
irresponsible actions!”

However, several Israeli ministers voiced support for
Trump, with the country’s right-wing government hav-
ing seized on the US president’s backing to push ahead
with initiatives seen as dealing further blows to remain-
ing hopes for a two-state solution. Culture and Sport
Minister Miri Regev, from Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Likud party, said “you cannot on the one
hand receive $300 million in American aid per year and
at the same time close the door on negotiations”. 

Continued on Page 11

Saudi envoy presents credentials

BEIRUT: Saudi Arabia’s new ambassador present-
ed his credentials to Lebanon’s president yester-
day, a month after the crisis sparked by the
Lebanese premier’s mysterious resignation from
Riyadh. President Michel Aoun said in an online
statement that he received the credentials of Walid
Al-Yaqoub. The move came days after Saudi
Arabia agreed to the appointment of Fawzi
Kabbara as the Lebanese ambassador. Kabbara
had been in Riyadh for five months and the delay
had been interpreted by some observers as a sign
of strained ties despite reassurances from the
Lebanese foreign ministry. 

KUWAIT: The defense ministry announced yester-
day the safety of Kuwait Army’s Chief of Staff Lt Gen
Mohammed Al-Khuder and his accompanying dele-
gation following a helicopter accident during an offi-
cial visit to Bangladesh. The helicopter carrying
Khuder and his accompanying delegation suffered an
accident in Sylhet, where heavy fog obscured the
pilot’s vision, causing the chopper to crash into trees
while landing at the designated site, the ministry said
in a press release.

It added that Khuder contacted First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah as well as Deputy Chief of Staff Gen
Abdullah Nawaf Al-Sabah, stressing that only minimal
material damage and moderate injuries were reported.
The chief of staff and his entourage left Kuwait on
Monday morning for an official visit to Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah called Khuder to inquire about his

health and that of his delegation following the acci-
dent. In return, Khuder extended his sincere thanks
and appreciation to the Amir for his generous and
paternal initiative to inquire about his health and his
companions’ safety, wishing the Amir lasting good
health and wellness. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah made similar calls. — KUNA

Kuwait army chief 
unhurt after chopper
crash in Bangladesh 

The helicopter carrying a Kuwaiti delegation
is seen after it crash-landed in Bangladesh
yesterday. — KUNA  

TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
chief announced the “end of the sedition”
yesterday as tens of thousands rallied in
a show of strength for the country’s
Islamic rulers after days of deadly unrest.
General Mohammad Ali Jafari said the
Guards only intervened “in a limited way”
against fewer than 15,000 “troublemak-
ers” nationwide, adding that a large num-
ber had been arrested. Protests over
economic problems broke out in Iran’s
second city Mashhad on Dec 28 and
quickly spread across the country, turn-
ing against the regime as a whole. A total
of 21 people have died in the unrest, with

protesters attacking government build-
ings and police stations in some areas.

“Today we can announce the end of
the sedition,” Jafari said, quoted on the
Guards’ website. “A large number of the
trouble-makers at the center of the sedi-
tion, who received training from counter-
revolutionaries... have been arrested and
there will be firm action against them,” he
said. Jafari spoke after thousands of pro-
regime demonstrators took to the streets.
Chants of “Leader, we are ready” were
heard as images showed thousands rally-
ing in the cities of Qom, Ahvaz,
Kermanshah and elsewhere. The demon-
strators waved Iranian flags and pictures
of supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, as well as placards saying
“Death to seditionists”.

AFP journalists reported a heavy
police presence was still on the streets of
Tehran, along with a large number 
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Iran general 
declares ‘end 
of sedition’

QOM, Iran: Pro-government demonstrators wave their national flag
during a march yesterday. — AFP

48 dead after 
bus careens 
off Peru cliff 

Rescuers, police and firefighters working at the scene after a bus
plunged over a cliff after colliding with a truck on a coastal highway
near Pasamayo on Tuesday. — AFP 


