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ritney Spears is “excited” for what 2018 will
bring after she concluded her four-year ‘Piece
of Me’ Las Vegas residency on New Year’s
Eve. The superstar singer performed a special

set on Sunday night at The AXIS at Planet Hollywood
Resort & Casino in Sin City, and she shared some “2018
shenanigans” with her man Sam Asghari as they briefly
reflected on the end of the run, with two songs - ‘Toxic’
and ‘ Work B***h’ - aired live during ‘Dick Clark’s New
Year’s Rockin’ Eve with Ryan Seacrest’. In a video
uploaded to Instagram, Britney’s boyfriend asked if she
was excited for the year ahead, and was met with a
resounding “yes”. It comes after Sam revealed how proud
he was of his partner in a gushing post to mark the end of
her four-year run in Vegas. He wrote: “4 years of legacy,
4 years of greatness, a change in entertainment for the
better! “Extremely proud of my baby for kicking ass

again tonight, but this time to end #pieceofme In Vegas
after 4 years of residency. What a night. Happy New
Year. #GOAT#britneyspears (sic)” Britney, 36, is leaving
the future open, as her manager Larry Rudolph revealed
they have “made zero decisions” past the end of the resi-
dency. He told The Las Vegas Review-Journal: “Anything
is possible. We have made zero decisions. We expect a
lot of interest from all parties. Britney basically sells out
every show, and she loves Las Vegas, she loves perform-
ing in Vegas, and Vegas is a possibility going forward.
She might tour, she might work on a new album. It’s too
early to talk specifics about anything.”
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riana Grande has hinted she will be releasing a
new album this year. The 24-year-old singer -
whose most recent record was ‘Beautiful
Woman’ in 2016 - has given fans a snippet of a

sneak peak from the studio on social media, and suggest-
ed new material could be on the way. Along with a clip of
her humming uploaded to Instagram, the ‘One Last Time’
star sent fans into a frenzy as she seemingly confirmed
fans will be hearing fresh tunes, writing that she would
“see you” in 2018. Earlier in 2017, Ariana revealed she
was working on new music after responding to a fan
account which had posted a “very old or fake” picture
suggesting she was in the studio again.  In response, she
took a screenshot of the picture and wrote on her
Instagram Stories: “I’m pretty sure dis is very old or fake.
If u wanted confirmation that I’ve been workin why didn’t
you just ask? (sic)” She then shared an image of herself
in the studio, followed by a short clip of herself working
away on production.  In October, Ariana admitted she
was keen to get back into the studio as soon as possible
following her 72-date ‘Dangerous Woman Tour’.  She
said: “I don’t even want to go home and relax. At the
same time, it [the tour] has been a lot emotionally. It’s
been very challenging for all of us involved.  “So it would
be nice to really hold my loved ones close for a little
while, stay home for a little bit. “But knowing me, I’m
going to be in the studio because I love it, and I want to
create. I started an album already a year ago, over a year
ago, but I want to keep creating, and it’s not done yet. So
I’m going to take my sweet ass time, so I’ll be rested and
ready to go again as soon as possible.”
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Mark Wahlberg
to direct Caron
Butler biopic? 

ark Wahlberg wants to make his directorial
debut on the Caron Butler biopic. The 46-year-
old actor is already producing the movie, about
the NBA player’s journey from drug dealer to

All-Star, and he will also act in it but Mark is now eyeing
the director’s job.  TMZ reports that Mark is “very pas-
sionate about the project - and thinks it could be the
perfect movie to make his directorial debut”. Mark
recently admitted he had a project in mind that he’d love
to direct and although he did not specify the Butler
biopic, he gave a strong hint when he explained that it is
set in Wisconsin, where Caron was born and raised.
Speaking to Collider, he said: “It’s either going to happen
this time next year, or maybe five years from now, who
knows? But maybe this time next year. I have one specif-
ic project that I’m thinking about. It takes place in
Wisconsin. It’s a true story.” However, the directing job
may not fall into Mark’s hands after all, as he revealed
he’s already sent the script to his frequent collaborator
Peter Berg, who he says is also keen to helm the project.
If Mark does make the transition into directing, it will
come after a hugely successful acting career which saw
him named as Hollywood’s highest-paid actor earlier this
year. The star topped Forbes’ list for 2017 after earning a
whopping $68 million, thanks to huge roles in ‘Daddy’s
Home 2’ and ‘Transformers: The Last Knight’. Mark isn’t
in too much of a rush to head off into directing though, as
the star previously said being a father to daughters Ella,
13, and Grace, seven, and sons Brendan, eight and
Michael, 11 - who he has with his wife Rhea Durham - is
his number one priority. When asked if being a spiritual
person affected which roles he chose, he shared:
“Absolutely. And also being a dad. And a husband. What
I’m willing to do and not do. I never want to compromise
my artistic integrity. But at the same time, with [playing a
porn star in] ‘Boogie Nights’, I already did that. I’d be
hard-pressed to do something in that world today ...
“Sometimes you have no control [over a film’s success].
Once you’ve done everything you can to create some-
thing, it goes out there and it either works or doesn’t. At
the end of the day I just know I did everything I could do
to make it the best it would be. Then you gotta be able to
move on. Let it go.”

Chance The Rapper

wants to make 
film on President

Donald Trump
hance The Rapper wants to make a
movie about President Donald Trump.
The ‘No Problem’ hitmaker took to his
Twitter account to pitch a new film idea

to fans and potential executives as he explained the
plot would revolve around an old iPod and the
music on it would change the way the controversial
Republican leader - who took over from Barack
Obama this year - viewed the world. He tweeted:
“Alright I gotta movie pitch: a thread. “President
Trump gets an old Ipod for christmas... This is his
very first ipod... But not only is it his first Ipod, he’s
actually never listened to music before in his life.
“This Ipod has music from the past, present &
FUTURE... And like A Christmas Carol, It’s a
Wonderful Life or What Women Want this Ipod
drastically changes how President Trump sees the
world (sic)...” He referred to the future film as a
“Suspense Thriller/ Sappy Christmas Musical” and
asked his fans to help him come up with an ending
for the movie as well as a title and who they would
like to play the President and the other characters in
the film.  He wrote: “HOLLYWOOD (& TWITTER)
IM TAGGING YOU IN: I need Songs, actors, a title,
an ending! Whatever you got I’m all ears (sic)”.
Despite his well-thought out plot, the 24-year-old
rapper is adamant he’s not making the switch from
music to movies anytime soon and urged fans not to
make the film. He said: “I was just joking im not
making either movie.  “I was just checking to see
how yall felt about it. It was just jokes. Dont go
make that movie. It would be dangerous (sic).”

he French film based on the 2015 terror attack
on the Bataclan music venue in Paris has been
put on hold.  ‘Ce soir-la’, which follows the fic-
tional romance between a single mother and an

Afghan refugee who meet on the night of 13 November
as they rescue survivors of the attacks, was in the middle
of being edited when it was shelved after the families of
those killed in the horrific incident branded the film
“scandalous.” Claire Peltier - whose partner David was
among those killed in the terror attack - told the Agence
France Presse news agency that it was “too soon” for
such a “painful story” to be told on the big screen. She
added: “We are scandalised that such a film could see the
light of day so soon after a violent event.” The mother-
of-two has since started a petition, which has attracted
39,000 signatures, to block the film.  France 2 said the
film was still being edited and added: “No transmission
date had been fixed for the film... which has not yet been
seen by the station’s management.” The Eagles of Death
Metal were performing to around 1,500 people at the
Bataclan when masked gunmen stormed the venue, firing
and the band and their fans, killing 90 people and injur-
ing hundreds. Meanwhile, the band - who cancelled their
tour after the shocking incident - returned to the French
capital last month for a surprise gig to mark the two-year
anniversary of those who sadly lost their lives in the
attack. The event was setup by some of the survivors and
held at the French capital’s town hall in the 11th
district.The group dedicated ‘I Love You All the Time’
and ‘Save a Prayer’, which was the last track they per-
formed before gunshots echoed around the venue two
years ago, to those who tragically died. Before giving
everyone in the crowd white roses as a sign of respect,
Jesse said: “I’m so happy and pleased to see all of you.
The only reason we’re still standing is because you all
still love rock and roll.”

French film based on Bataclan
terror attack is shelved 

Hugh Jackman 
says quality TV 
has improved 
Hollywood movies

ugh Jackman says prestige TV helped ‘The
Greatest Showman’ to be a better movie.
Hugh was first attacked to the movie in 2009
but it didn’t start filming until 2016 and Hugh

believes that the quality of TV shows in the current cli-
mate has forced Hollywood movies to improve in order
to tempt people out of their homes.  He explained to
Collider: “There’s been now for a while this belief and
this commitment to giving people more than they
expect, changing things up, taking some risk. The land-
scape in TV has been changing so rapidly and there’s
such high quality - high-quality writing and acting -
and that it’s inevitable. If we’re gonna convince people
to go out to a cinema, we have to give them more than
they’re gonna get at home.” In the new movie, which
also stars Zac Efron and Zendaya, Hugh stars as P.T.
Barnum of the famed Barnum and Bailey Circus and
Hugh, 49, had to have his stitches from skin cancer
redone after singing a line from the musical.  The actor
wasn’t going to let the fact he could have “ruptured” 80
stitches in his nose stop him from performing one part
of the movie. He said: “There was a lot riding on the
final read through, but I’d had a skin cancer removed
from my nose the day before and my surgeons said I
must not on any account sing because it could rupture
the 80 stitches. “A stand in was going to sing my part,
but when it came to the big final number I was so taken
up by the moment that I sang my heart out. “When I fin-
ished it was a good showbiz moment and everyone was
happy but there was blood trickling down my face and I
had to be re-stitched. But, it was so worth it!”
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