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he Vamps want to collaborate with Taylor
Swift. The ‘Personal’ group - which comprise
Brad Simpson, James McVey, Tristan Evans and
Connor Ball - are thrilled the ‘Look What You

Made Me Do’ singer made her musical comeback this
year and think they have a “way in” to making it happen.
James said: “I am a massive Taylor Swift fan. It’s really
good to hear her having new music out. It would be awe-
some to collaborate. I don’t know how we would get that
working. “We are on the same label actually. Maybe we
would have a way in, we’d love to.” And the group are
also hoping to team up with EDM superstar Steve Aoki,
but need to find the time to make it work. James exclu-
sively told BANG Showbiz: “I spoke to Steve six months
ago around the time when we released the song ‘Middle
of the Night’. We really want to work together but it is
just quite difficult because he is so busy and we are as

well. “We are waiting for a song to come along, for us to
write a song that would work with him. “He’s definitely
interested. We’ve sent a couple of tracks back and forth
to each other, but we are still working on finding the one
that works. We’d love to work with him, he’s a legend.”
The quartet recently teamed up with rising star Maggie
Lindemann for their single ‘Personal’, and the American
singer was thrilled to be involved. She said recently: “I
love the song and the meaning behind it - I think every-
one has gone through it. My manager and I were on our
way to Norway and he played me a very rough demo of
the song that only had Brad on it.  “I thought the concept
was so cool! We recorded it a couple of weeks later. The
Vamps were amazing to work with, super good energy all
the time. They’re cool guys!”
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Justin Timberlake
drops hints about

new music 
ustin Timberlake has dropped hints that he is
set to tour after the Super Bowl. The 36-year-
old singer will headline next year’s Super Bowl
Halftime Show on February 4 and it is believed

he will release new music and embark on a tour after-
wards.  Justin recently trademarked the phrase ‘Man of
the Woods’ and now his official website,
JustinTimberlake.com only directs to a mysterious logo
with the letters MOTW.  According to documents previ-
ously obtained by TMZ, Justin has trademarked the
phrase in order to use it for “CDs, DVDs, downloadable
music, clothes, concert posters and live performances
and tours”.  In October, Justin confirmed his performance
at the U.S. Bank Stadium in Minnesota on his Twitter
account via a short clip alongside talk show host Jimmy
Fallon.  In the skit, Justin asks Jimmy if he has the time
and he replies with the same question to which the ‘Can’t
Stop the Feeling’ hitmaker says: “I do have the time.”
Jimmy then says: “You do half time?” Justin replied: “I do
half time.” The pair repeated the same questions and
answers a few times before an excited Jimmy asked:
“You’re doing the Halftime Show at the Super Bowl?”
Justin pulled a face and looked at the camera before
shouting, “I’m doing the Halftime Show”, while he and
Jimmy jumped around the room.  He captioned the clip: “I
DO have the time. Half the time...#PepsiHalftime #SBLII
@Pepsi @NFL @JimmyFallon @FallonTonight (sic)”
Justin’s last Super Bowl performance was a controversial
one in 2004 when he ripped off part of Janet Jackson’s
outfit, exposing her breast for a brief moment.  In August,
former Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo said it
would be a “home run” if Justin were to perform at the
Super Bowl. He said: “Oh, I love Justin, I think he’s a great
guy. I think if they got Justin, it would be a home run. I
think he’s one of the rare guys that everyone thinks is
great and he’s super talented.” Super Bowl LII will take
place on February 4 in Minneapolis.

iam Gallagher’s son wants to start a band.  The
45-year-old rocker has admitted his 16-year-
old son Gene - whom he has with his ex-wife
Nicole Appleton - is “desperate” to follow in

his footsteps and start making music with people and
form a group but, right now, he’s at school. Asked why
Gene and his older brother Lennon, 18, aren’t joining
their father on his current tour of Australia, Liam told
Herald Sun: “They’re still in school. I’m kinda in trouble at
the moment for bringing them out of school on tour.  “I
did offer to bring them out, but I think travelling to
Australia is just a little bit too far for their little brains.
They’ll regret it man. “Lennon does a bit of modeling for
whoever, he does stuff in New York. Gene’s still in sixth
form but he’s desperate to be in a band. He plays guitar
and drums, he’s on the look out for band members.” And,
although he’s never heard his son sing before, he’s sure
he’ll do well in the industry because he can play guitar
and has the right look to be a rocker.  Asked what his
voice is like, Liam replied: “I’ve not heard him sing, but
he’s got the attitude and the look for sure. He’s a good lit-
tle guitar player, he’s better than me. I mean, I can’t play,
but he’s good.” Meanwhile, Liam recently admitted he
and his brother Noel Fielding - whom he’s been feuding
with for years - settled their differences just before
Christmas. The rocker said that him and Noel, 50, “all
good again” but that doesn’t mean they’ll ever have an
Oasis reunion because they’re both doing their own thing
now. Asked whether their reconciliation could lead to a
potential Oasis reunion, Liam recently said: “God no, no.
Oasis isn’t getting back together, not at all. I’m doing my
thing, [Noel’s] doing his thing and that is the end of it.”
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live Davis is still in shock over Whitney
Houston’s death. The 48-year-old singer
drowned in a bathtub in 2012 at the age of
48, just hours before she was due to attend

Clive’s pre-Grammys gala at the Beverly Hilton in Los
Angeles and the music veteran admitted he still finds it
hard to believe his protege is dead. Speaking on The
Hollywood Reporter’s Awards Chatter podcast, Clive
said: “Her death was just a tremendous shock. I had
just been with her 48 hours before, and she was
vibrant and looking forward to making a new album.”
And Clive, 85, will always consider Whitney one of the
greatest singers of all time. He said: “The three great-
est singers of all time are Aretha Franklin, Barbra
Streisand and Whitney Houston. Whitney could do
anything.”  Meanwhile, unreleased Whitney Houston
recordings were made public as part of a brand new
soundtrack to mark the 25th anniversary of ‘The
Bodyguard’ this year. The collection called ‘Whitney
Houston - I Wish You Love: More From The
Bodyguard’ was released on November 17, and fea-
tured a host of unheard pieces from the late singer’s
legendary career. The collection was released exactly
25 years after the release of ‘The Bodyguard: Original
Soundtrack Album’, which the ‘I Wanna Dance With
Somebody’ singer co-executive produced with Clive.
The Grammy Award-winning album was the first
record to sell more than one million copies in a single
week, and has sold more than 45 million across the
world to date. It’s the top-selling soundtrack of all
time - while ‘The Bodyguard’ marked the star’s movie
debut - and it has gone on to become one of the best
selling albums of all time.
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iam Payne drinks warm milk and
smokes cigarettes while record-
ing new music in the studio. The
24-year-old singer - who

kicked off his solo career this year with
‘Strip That Down’ - has a number of
unusual habits in the studio, according to
his ‘Bedroom Floor’ collaborator Charlie
Puth. Charlie told Billboard: “I played it
for Liam when he was in the studio. And
fun fact, he has no air conditioning in the
studio. He keeps it at about 80 degrees.
He drinks warm milk, I think smokes a
bunch of cigarettes, and sings the song
perfectly. I don’t really understand how
that’s possible. I mean, it works for him. I
don’t know if I would be able to pull that
off - I go to bed at like, 9 pm every night.”
Charlie also revealed the song was
inspired by leprechauns. He explained:
“That was the most fun I had ever had,
writing that record. It was with Little
Aaron [Aaron Jennings], Noell
[Zancanella], J Kash [Jacob Kashner] and
Ammar Malik - really, really talented writ-
ers. And we were all at Conway, which is a
really nice recording studio. And we were
all just messing around; nothing was really
coming when we were writing.  “I just pic-
tured what a leprechaun would sing,
because I think there were Lucky Charms

in the room or I had had them for break-
fast. Like, what would a leprechaun
melody be? And Noel, who works with
Ryan Tedder and OneRepublic, had this
cool sound like ‘boom boom boom’ and I
was thinking, ‘Oh, it could be like a dance
record or something like that.’ And out of
nowhere, that melody, that joke melody I
had, fit perfectly on to one of the dancey
chords. The song originally started [with]
two parts and we flipped the two parts
and then it was over, and we were like, ‘Oh
it’s so great! Your clothes are talking!’ We
were dancing around, such a fun song-
writing session.” Meanwhile, Liam recent-
ly admitted he can’t believe how his solo
career has taken off. The One Direction
singer is amazed by how well his solo
tracks have been received this year and
says performing on his own at Wembley
Stadium has been one of his highlights of
2017. He wrote on Instagram: “I’ve got to
perform to some amazing crowds this
year, starting with 80,000 people at
Wembley Stadium! With the boys you had
the chance to bounce off each other, when
you’re on your own it’s just you and you
have to get out and just do it! (sic)”.

T-Pain was on
Rockstar original 

-Pain has claimed he was meant to feature on
Post Malone’s hit track ‘Rockstar’. A version of
the top-charting track featuring him and Joey
Bada$$ leaked online this week - sparking

speculation they’d done a remix - but the 32-year-old
rapper - whose real name is Faheem Rashad Najm - has
claimed he was always on the song but was taken of at
the last minute and replaced with 21 Savage.  Taking to
his Twitter account, he wrote: “That’s the original. They
took me off. And put 21 on. Me and Joey had it first.”
Bada$$, 22, backed up the claims and even said he co-
wrote the song with Post. He said: “This is facts. I actually
co-wrote the song w post quietly got my first #1 off that.
(sic)” Meanwhile, Malone recently admitted that he once
received career advice from Bob Dylan, whom he has a
tattoo of, who suggested he work harder at his lyrics.  He
said: “I’m a big Bob Dylan fan. I have a nice Bob Dylan
tattoo. “He’s a genius and I heard that his grandson
played my music for him and he liked the music be he
said I need help with lyrics.” Dylan also influenced him to
pick up the guitar on his forthcoming project ‘Beerbongs
& Bentley’, which features the chart-topping single
‘Rockstar’.  He explained: “I played a lot more guitar on
this album. “I wanted to push boundaries and change the
standard of what music is, and it’s a genre-less style of
music instead of hip-hop.”

d Sheeran’s ‘˜’ has enjoyed more spells at number one
than any other male solo artist in the UK. The 26-
year-old singer-songwriter has had an incredible 2017
with the release of his third album, which features hits

such as ‘Perfect’ and ‘Shape of You’, and now Ed has achieved
another record-breaking feat with which to complete the year.
The Brit recently returned to the top of the album charts and in
the process, achieved an unprecendented seventh stint at the
summit of the music industry in the UK. Ed beat the record pre-
viously set by Sam Smith following the release of his debut
album ‘In The Lonely Hour’ in 2015. In total, Ed’s third album has
now spent 19 weeks at the top of the UK album chart.
Meanwhile, Ed recently revealed that although life on the road
as a solo star can be lonely, he has invited some of his old
schoolmates, who he sang about on the song ‘Castle on the Hill’,
to join him on tour. Ed feels especially grateful towards them as
his friends are married with kids and he appreciates that, in real-
ity, they probably don’t want to “go out in Tokyo at two o’clock
in the morning”. He explained: “I’ve had three mates on tour with
me and next year I’ve got four, who are my schoolmates. They
are all the ‘Castle on the Hill’ people. “I don’t have a band and all
of my team, God bless them, are married with kids so don’t want
to go out in Tokyo at two o’clock in the morning.”

Ed Sheeran breaks another album record 

Liam Payne’s surprising 
studio habits

L

E

T


