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UK may use taxes 
to get tech giants 
to do more to 
fight extremism
LONDON: Britain may impose new taxes on tech giants
like Google and Facebook unless they do more to combat
online extremism by taking down material aimed at radical-
ising people or helping them to prepare attacks, the coun-
try’s security minister said. Ben Wallace accused tech firms
of being happy to sell people’s data but not to give it to the
government which was being forced to spend vast sums on
de-radicalization programs, surveillance and other counter-
terrorism measures. “If they continue to be less than co-
operative, we should look at things like tax as a way of
incentivizing them or compensating for their inaction,”
Wallace told the Sunday Times newspaper in an interview.

His quotes did not give further details on tax plans. The
newspaper said that any demand would take the form of a
windfall tax similar to that imposed on privatized utilities by
former Prime Minister Tony Blair’s government in 1997.
Wallace accused the tech giants of putting private profit
before public safety. “We should stop pretending that
because they sit on beanbags in T-shirts they are not ruth-
less profiteers,” he said. “They will ruthlessly sell our details
to loans and soft-porn companies but not give it to our
democratically elected government.” Facebook executive
Simon Milner rejected the criticisms. “Mr Wallace is wrong
to say that we put profit before safety, especially in the
fight against terrorism,” he said in an emailed statement.
“We’ve invested millions of pounds in people and technolo-
gy to identify and remove terrorist content.”

YouTube, which is owned by Google, said it was doing
more every day to tackle violent extremism. “Over the
course of 2017 we have made significant progress through
investing in machine learning technology, recruiting more
reviewers, building partnerships with experts and collabora-
tion with other companies,” a YouTube spokeswoman said.

Britain suffered a series of attacks by Islamic extremists
between March and June this year that killed a total of 36
people, excluding the attackers. Two involved vehicles ram-
ming people on bridges in London, followed by attackers
stabbing people. The deadliest, a bombing at a concert in
the northern city of Manchester, killed 22 people.

Following the second bridge attack, Prime Minister
Theresa May proposed beefing up regulations on cyber-
space, and weeks later interior minister Amber Rudd
travelled to California to ask Silicon Valley to step up
efforts against extremism. “We are more vulnerable than
at any point in the last 100 years,” said Wallace, citing
extremist material on social media and encrypted mes-
saging services like WhatsApp as tools that made life too
easy for attackers. —Reuters

Designer model epitomizes elite lifestyle with a premium look and feel

Luxury driven by intelligent performance 
with Porsche Design Huawei Mate 10

KUWAIT: Huawei has announced that its flagship luxury
smartphone - the Porsche Design Huawei Mate 10 - in the
State of Kuwait with collaboration of Kuwait Porsche Club,
with immediately available in the market. The designer smart-
phone model epitomizes the elite lifestyle with a premium
look and feel featuring a distinguished Porsche racetrack
stripes design to show off its speed heritage.

The signature craftsmanship sports a polished ceram-
ic-texture design and is
exclusively available in
exclusive Diamond Black
color. Inspired by the
Porsche Design’s aesthetic
craft, which is famous for
its seamless curved edges
and extremely smooth
aesthetic, the graphite-
coated texture and sym-
metrical design is mir-
rored in the Porsche
Design Huawei Mate 10.

The device is the most
powerful Mate Series
smartphone, with a 6GB RAM + 256GB ROM storage
solution that maximizes performance. Also the world’s
most powerful Artificial Intelligence (AI) smartphone,
the best in class device boasts a customized User
Interface that complements the overall design to show-
case the unique sense of speed and customization of
Porsche Design.

Commenting on the launch of the Porsche Design
Huawei Mate 10 in Kuwait, Peter Wu, Managing Director

of CBG, Kuwait said: “Kuwait is a market that appreci-
ates and honors innovation and craftsmanship just as
much as we do, which is why we believe our latest limited
edition will be sought after by trendsetters across the
country. The Porsche Design Huawei Mate 10 is built for
luxury aficionados, purveyors of style and the crËme de
la creme of society, who want to experience the joy of
unmatched speed, unsurpassed performance and unri-

valed design. Just as
Huawei is known for its
innovative and intelligent
devices, Porsche is
renowned for its high
horsepower and design
standards, making this
the perfect partnership to
develop a unique, luxuri-
ous and brilliant model.
We deeply value part-
ners with a passion for
performance and design.”

Eng. Zakaria Dashti,
President of Porsche

Club Kuwait said: “We are always delighted to cooper-
ate with Porsche official partners, special on this excit-
ing event that is anticipated by all Porsche owners all
over the world, and we like to thank Huawei for such a
privilege and exclusive opportunity to see the new
Amazing Porsche Design Huawei Mate10.”

Featuring Kirin 970, the world’s first smartphone
chipset with a dedicated Neural Network Processing
Unit, the Mate 10 series marks the beginning of a new

era of smartphone development that brings the future
to life with the first ever truly intelligent devices.
Meanwhile, in true Middle East style, the Porsche
Design Huawei Mate 10 is delivered in special premi-
um packaging with exclusive accessories and VIP
member services.

The Porsche Design Huawei Mate 10 comes with
Mate 10 Care offer that includes an initial 6 months
screen damage warranty service available at Huawei
Service center in Salmiya, Kuwait. Mate 10 Care pro-
gram also includes one-time free engraving service and
device sanitizing.
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Canon Middle East 
supports ‘World 
Arabic Language 
Day’ 2017 
KUWAIT: Canon Middle East (CME), a leader in imaging
solutions, commemorated the United Nation’s (UN) World
Arabic Language Day in 2017 through a series of activities
that support and celebrate the Arabic language across the
region. These initiatives included sponsoring the
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum Knowledge
Foundation (MBRF) ‘Bil Arabi’ initiative in its fifth edition
as well as launching a region-wide social media campaign
to emphasize the importance of promoting Arabic in the
digital age.

Held annually on the 18th December since 1973, UN
Arabic Language Day aims to celebrate multilingualism,
cultural diversity and the equal use of all six of its official
working languages. By extension, ‘Bil Arabi’ also seeks to
engage all members of society in the UAE and around the
world, to bridge cultural differences and gain a deeper
understanding of the Arabic language as well as promote
its history and significance among native Arabic speakers.

Mai Youssef, Corporate Communications & Marketing
Services Director, Middle East & Africa- ?Canon Middle
East said, “The Arabic language is very rich, complex and is
engulfed with immense history. It is for this reason, that we
all should play a role in preserving it for generations to

come. Encapsulating the vision of our great leaders, the ‘Bil
Arabi’ initiative is designed to cement the role and status of
the Arabic language amongst the community and encour-
age future generations to be proud of their heritage. At
Canon, we will continue to partner and support the govern-
ment’s vision for this worthy cause, which is also a true
reflection of our corporate philosophy of Kyosei, meaning
living and working together for the common good.”

This year CME also engaged the community at large on
social media by asking them to express their appreciation
of the Arabic language by sharing their favorite Arabic
quotes and sayings. A winner was then selected and an
animated calligraphy of their quote was produced and
shared on Canon’s social media channels. In addition,
Canon issued a call to action for individuals to send videos
pledging to contribute towards using Arabic in written and
digital communications to support this ancient language
continue to flourish in modern times.

“Canon Middle East knows the importance of the
Arabic language in the region, and to ensure that we effec-
tively communicate with our partners and customers in
Arabic all our products and solutions are supported with
an Arabic interface, and we are emphasizing this further
through sponsoring ‘Bil Arabi’ and creating a social media
campaign,” added Mai. “Our aim is to also support the
creation of Arabic digital content which is in high demand,
but unfortunately quite limited. Based on various reports,
Arabic digital content stands at only 2-3 percent globally,
which is not in proportion to the number of Arabic speak-
ers worldwide. Canon’s imaging products and solutions are
some of the tools to encourage youth in the region to cre-
ate their own content in Arabic and expand Arabic digital
resources. As the world becomes more digitized, Canon
will continue to support the growth of the Arabic language

so it is an integral part of the Smart vision adopted by sev-
eral governments regionally.”

Youth in the region today are extremely digitally savvy
with one of the highest internet and smart mobile phone
penetration rates in the world. Their desire to access to
technology and information in Arabic is driving the push
for increased digital Arabic content. The prospects of cre-
ating and expanding digital Arabic content will not only
benefit Arabic speakers gaining access to information and
knowledge, but as a result promote long-term economic
diversity and growth. 

Tech icon ordered 
back to China 
sends wife instead
BEIJING: A major Chinese tech entrepreneur has defied
regulators’ orders to return home, writing yesterday that
his wife and brother would deal with the debt woes plagu-
ing his LeEco conglomerate.

Jia Yueting, the 44-year-old head of a tech empire that
has spanned electric cars and smartphones, posted a letter
on social media to the Beijing branch of the China
Securities Regulatory Commission, which last week
ordered him to return to China before the end of 2017.

The one-time billionaire is believed to be in the US,
attempting to build up his Los Angeles-based electric car
company Faraday Future. He was added to a national
blacklist of debt defaulters by Chinese courts last month
over hundreds of millions of dollars in unpaid loans.

“I have entrusted (wife) Ms. Gan Wei and (brother) Mr.
Jia Yuemin with full power to exercise my rights as the
public company shareholder and fulfil my shareholder
responsibilities,” Jia wrote in the letter published on the

Twitter-like Weibo platform.
He said Gan and Jia Yuemin would deal with the debt

issues of Leshi Internet, LeEco’s main publicly traded arm.
Separately on her own Weibo account, Gan said she would
be meeting creditors to “resolve the debt problems”.

The 33-year-old Gan, an actress and producer on sev-
eral feature films, said her husband owed 6.9 billion yuan
($1 billion) on loans connected to pledged shares. He has
paid 1.7 billion yuan ($267 million) in interest on related
loans since 2014, she wrote yesterday.

Leshi Internet’s filings show that nearly all of Jia’s
shares were pledged to back loans, though a Beijing court
said last month that it had seized more than one billion
shares-Jia’s entire holding-of Leshi Internet to repay cred-
itors.  The court also seized Jia’s two homes in Beijing and
$200,000 from a bank account. 

“Jia Yueting has no other bank deposits available, no
other home registration records, and no vehicle registra-
tion records,” the Beijing First Intermediate Court said at
the time.

Gan said in a New Year’s Eve Weibo post she had
“returned to complete a mission”. Her location was tagged
as Beijing airport. Leshi Internet had a market capitaliza-
tion of roughly $9.4 billion in April last year, but it has sus-
pended trading in its shares since then. 

Troubled conglomerate 
Investment firms have already marked down their hold-

ings. If the company were to delist completely, it could be
one of the largest failures of a Chinese publicly traded
company-possibly wiping out the investments of its
185,000 shareholders.

Jia in his letter blamed LeEco’s debt woes on one bank
which sued him after he was “only a mere two weeks over-
due on a 30 million interest payment”.

Afterwards, in July, as creditors began to swarm, “the
production and operation of non-public companies came
to an abrupt halt”, he wrote.  “Over 10,000 employees
were forced to be dismissed, and the only thing left for the
company was to sell its assets to repay the debt.”

Jia founded the troubled conglomerate in 2004 as an
online video streaming platform, but pushed the tech com-
pany into a variety of new business lines-from gaming to
sports and more recently, cars.

He brought in hundreds of small-time investors to fund
the rapidly growing list of projects, publicly announcing
more than $3 billion in funding for the far-flung projects,
which now appears in jeopardy.

Jia’s Los Angeles-based electric car company Faraday
Future has said it is in the process of raising $1 billion to
start production of  electric cars. 

The “US FF company (Faraday Future) financing has
already achieved major progress,” Jia wrote.

“At present there is much work to be done for me to
push it forward.” —AFP


