
NEW YORK: Two women take a selfie photo in front of a frozen fountain in Bryant Park on a frigid day in Manhattan. —AFP

ORLANDO: Record-shattering arctic cold reached as far
south as Florida on Monday with freeze warnings in place
from Texas to the Atlantic Coast and the Northeastern
United States facing another cold wave at the end of the
week, forecasters said. Temperatures ranged from 20 to
30 degrees Fahrenheit (11 to 17 degrees Celsius) below
normal across the United States east of the Rocky
Mountains, with only southern Florida untouched by the
arctic blast.

“That degree of cold will be with us until tomorrow,”
said Brian Hurley, a National Weather Service meteorolo-
gist at College Park, Maryland. “Tuesday morning, we’re
looking at temperatures with very high probability of
record lows.” Along Alabama’s Gulf Coast, the tempera-
ture in the city of Mobile could hit a low of 16 F (minus 9
C) overnight. Stiff breezes were expected to create dan-
gerously cold wind chills across southeastern Georgia and
most of northeastern Florida, the weather service said.

Michael Kimberl, co-founder of Sean’s Outpost, an
encampment for homeless people in Pensacola, Florida,
said he was handing out propane fuel and extra blankets
to residents. “Our community is very unequipped for
weather of this type,” he said by phone. Homeless shelters

were also making special accommodations, including one
site available for women and children, he said.

The mass of frigid air pumped south by a dip in the jet
stream sent temperatures plunging across the US heart-
land.  Omaha, Nebraska, posted a low of minus 20 F
(minus 29 C), breaking a 130-
year-old record, and
Aberdeen, South Dakota,
shattered a record set in 1919
with a temperature of minus
32 F (minus 36 C). The cold
will be unrelenting across the
Middle Atlantic and
Northeastern United States,
with up to two dozen low-
temperature records expect-
ed in those regions over the
next day or two, Hurley said.

Although the cold should
ease across most of the United States after Tuesday, the
northeastern quarter of the country will see a repeat of the
frigid temperatures from Thursday to Friday as another
arctic blast hits the area. The private AccuWeather fore-

caster said the cold snap could combine with a storm
brewing off the Bahamas to bring snow and high winds to
much of the Eastern Seaboard as it heads north today and
tomorrow. The only part of the United States spared the
deep freeze is the Southwest, with above-normal tempera-

tures and dry weather
expected to linger there, the
weather service said.

Deep freeze keeps 
grip on east

The record-shattering
Arctic freeze kept its grip on
much of the United States
east of the Rocky Mountains
yesterday but temperatures
everywhere except the
Northeast were expected to
warm within 24 hours. Many

school districts shut their classrooms due to the cold
snap, which claimed four lives over the long New Year’s
weekend.

The National Weather Service issued wind chill warn-

ings for Tuesday as dangerously low temperatures were
due from eastern Montana across the Midwest into the
Atlantic coast and the Northeast and down through the
deep South.  School districts in Iowa, Massachusetts,
Indiana, Ohio and North Carolina canceled or delayed the
start of classes as bitterly cold temperatures, 20 degrees
to 30 degrees Fahrenheit (11 to 17 degrees Celsius) below
normal, were expected across the eastern half of the
United States. 

“Just the bitter cold which is just too dangerous to put
kids out on the street waiting for a bus that may not
come,” Herb Levine, superintendent of the Peabody
Public Schools, north of Boston, told a local CBS affiliate
television station. The cold was blamed for the deaths of
two men in separate incidents in Milwaukee, according to
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. A homeless man was
found dead on a porch in Charleston, West Virginia, while
another man was found dead outside a church in Detroit
and police said he may have froze to death, local news
outlets reported.   Washington Mayor Muriel Bowser
urged residents to call the city if they saw people out-
side.  “We want every resident to have shelter and
warmth,” she said in a tweet. —Reuters
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France vows 
crackdown 
after attack 
on police
PARIS: The French government vowed a crackdown on
urban violence yesterday after shocking video footage
emerged of a policewoman being beaten on New Year’s
Eve. She was one of two officers attacked by a crowd
of youths after police were called to a party in the Paris
suburb of Champigny-sur-Marne, in an assault
President Emmanuel Macron called “a cowardly and
criminal lynching”. A third officer was beaten up
Monday while trying to inspect a stolen scooter inside
a sprawling housing estate in the suburb of Aulnay-
sous-Bois.

More than a thousand cars were burned across
France on New Year’s Eve, a ritual for youths living in
deprived high-rise suburbs. “This violent society can-
not continue in the years to come. It must be stopped,”
Interior Minister Gerard Collomb told Europe 1 radio
yesterday, calling the attacks against police “unaccept-
able”. Officers had been called to clear a crowd of
three or four hundred people attempting to see in 2018
at a warehouse party in Champigny-sur-Marne.

They fired tear gas after “a group of particularly

violent individuals laid into the police,” local security
chief Jean-Yves Oses said, with revelers beating and
kicking two officers. Videos of the policewoman
writhing on the floor as she is kicked by the crowd, as
well as revelers flipping over a car, have gone viral on
social media. Two people were detained on suspicion of
vandalism, but no one has been arrested for attacking
the police. Macron vowed that the culprits would be
“found and punished”. 

‘Urban guerillas’ 
A total of 1,031 cars were torched across France as

the country welcomed the New Year-up from 935 a
year ago-while arrests rose from 456 to 510, according
to the interior ministry. Collomb said reforms were
needed to improve lives in “pauperized, ghettoized”
French suburbs, which have long suffered a reputation
for violence and poverty. “These are neighborhoods
that must change,” Collomb said, ahead of new pilot
schemes in local policing set to begin next month fol-
lowing a large-scale consultation with security forces.

Far-right leader Marine Le Pen urged reforms to laws
governing police officers’ right to self-defense, blasting
“insecurity that sometimes comes close to that of urban
guerillas” in tough neighborhoods. Macron set out a raft
of policies to fight poverty in downtrodden districts in
November after critics labeled him a “president of the
rich” due to his generous tax cuts for high earners. He
reached out to the poor again in his New Year’s mes-
sage, promising a “grand social project” in 2018.

French police have long suffered testy relations with
youths in poor immigrant-heavy suburbs, not least since

the nationwide riots in 2005 sparked by the death of two
teenagers who were electrocuted while hiding from offi-
cers. The assault of a young man by police in Aulnay-
sous-Bois-which led to officers being charged, including
for rape after a truncheon was shoved up the youth’s

anus-sparked fresh unrest last year. An attack on two
officers who were badly burned when Molotov cocktails
were thrown into their car in the southern Paris suburbs
in October 2016 prompted weeks of protests by police
demanding safer working conditions. —AFP

PARIS: Police investigators look for evidence around a damaged truck which windshield was smashed, yesterday in the
Paris suburb of Champigny-sur-Marne, near a party hall where clashes with the Police erupted on New Year’s Eve. —AFP


