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Fe a t u r e

In Paris hundreds of thousands of partygoers braved
a storm warning and drizzle to line the Champs-Elysees
avenue before a dazzling light show and a fireworks
display lit up the Arc de Triomphe. Nearly 2,000 secu-
rity forces were deployed to protect the crowd-out of
some 140,000 mobilized nationwide to guard against
the jihadist threat which the authorities describe as
“still high”. One reveler, who gave his name only as
Stephane, insisted that a spate of recent attacks on
France were “in the past.”

“Life goes on and they (jihadists) are on the retreat,”
he said. In Hong Kong, the city staged a stunning fire-
works display over its famous Victoria Harbor and
thousands watched as “shooting stars” were fired from
the rooftops of skyscrapers during a 10-minute musical
spectacular. 

Street parties
Three hours earlier Australia had rung in the New

Year with a magnificent show of rainbow-coloured fire-
works cascading from Sydney Harbor Bridge, as party-
goers marked the nation’s legalization of gay marriage
amid tight security. Thousands thronged the harbor
side to see the show illuminate the famous skyline as
revelers danced to Auld Lang Syne. “Shooting stars”

were also fired from the rooftops of skyscrapers in a
10-minute musical fireworks display. In the Indonesian
capital Jakarta, hundreds of couples attended a free
mass wedding provided free by the authorities. “I am
very happy,” Aminah, who only goes by one name, told
AFP. “I’m happy because it’s for free and now I have all
the legal documents which I have never had before,
thank God.” 

Three hours earlier Australia rang in the New Year
with a spectacular display of rainbow-coloured fire-
works cascading from Sydney Harbor Bridge, as party-
goers marked the nation’s legalization of gay marriage
amid tight security. About 1.5 million people packed the
city’s seafront to watch the pyrotechnics light up the
sky above the historic bridge and the iconic opera
house, the first major celebrations worldwide after New
Zealand.

“This is a fabulous way to see out 2017 — the year
that four out of five Sydney siders said a resounding
‘Yes’ to marriage equality,” said Sydney Lord Mayor
Clover Moore of the nationwide postal vote in support
of change. Thousands turned out earlier in New
Zealand’s largest city Auckland for the annual New
Year’s Eve street party, marked by a major fireworks
display from the Sky Tower.

Revelers welcome

2018 WORLDWIDE

Fireworks light the sky over the Opera House and Harbor Bridge during New Year’s Eve celebrations in Sydney early yesterday. — AFP photos

Fireworks explode around the London Eye during New Year’s celebrations in central London. Fireworks light the sky over the Harbor Bridge during New Year’s Eve celebrations in Sydney.

Fireworks explode over Victoria Harbor in Hong Kong.

C
ountless revelers switched into party mode Sunday across Europe to ring in 2018 after Sydney and Hong Kong earlier welcomed New
Year on the other side of the globe with dazzling firework displays.  In London more than 100,000 ticket-holders gazed up at a spec-
tacular pyrotechnics display from the banks of the river Thames, before dancing to Auld Lang Syne. Keeping with tradition, the Big

Ben bell in the Houses of Parliament rang in Britain’s new year-the chimes having been turned back on especially for the celebrations as
the famous clock tower is undergoing renovation and encased in scaffolding. Other European cities were similarly awash with people
despite the winter cold.


