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The ball drops to enter in the new year during New Year’s Eve celebrations in Times Square in New York.

American singer, songwriter, Mariah Carey performs during New Year’s Eve celebrations
in Times Square in New York. — AFP photos

American singer, songwriter, Nick Jonas performs during New Year’s Eve celebrations in
Times Square.

American singer, songwriter, Nick Jonas performs during
New Year’s Eve celebrations.

Some two million people braved New York’s coldest
New Year weather for a century to welcome 2018
in Times Square, with police enforcing intensely

strict security. Residents and tourists faced the worst
New Year freeze since 1917, with temperatures of nine
degrees Fahrenheit (minus 12.7 Celsius).

After two attacks in the city inspired by the Islamic
State group, in December and October, security was
tightened with more than 20 roads closed. Barricades
and sand-filled trucks were in place, along with bomb-
sniffing dogs and more officers on the ground. Police also
carried out two rounds of security screening on everyone
who entered the Times Square security perimeter, the
largest in history.

On entering the secured area, revelers emptied and
discarded their purses and other small bags, which were
not allowed. After a mass shooter in October killed 58
people in Las Vegas by firing into a crowd from his hotel
room, police also deployed personnel to hotels and
restaurants for the first time. “This is like the most excit-
ing day in my life. I am very committed (to facing the
cold),” said Hader Ghulam, 27, a Pakistani student based
in Oklahoma visiting the city for the first time.

He told AFP he was impressed by the security meas-
ures and felt “pretty safe.” Amber Gerrits, a student from
Michigan, said she was not worried. “I think it’ll be all
right,” she said, adding that “a lot of layers” of clothing
helped prepare for temperatures which the National
Weather Service warned were “dangerously cold.” “And
we plan on not drinking too much water,” the 21-year-old
said, referring to the difficulties of finding a public bath-
room among the huge crowds.

The celebrations in Times Square featured music
performances, fireworks, 3,000 pounds (1,360 kilo-
grams) of confetti and 25,000 balloons.  Mayor Bill de
Blasio and this year’s special guest, activist Tarana
Burke-leader of the #MeToo movement against sexual
harassment-pressed a button at midnight to start the
traditional dropping of a large luminous ball down a
pole. Among the celebrities joining the party were
Mariah Carey-whose performance last year was
plagued with technical problems-Neil Diamond, Nick
Jonas and Camila Cabello. — AFP

President Blue Ivy Carter? Music power couple
Jay-Z and Beyonce have imagined their daugh-
ter as a transformative US leader in a new video.

Blue Ivy, who turns six on January 7, is depicted as
leading an all-female constitutional convention in
2050 in a video released Friday for her father’s song
“Family Feud.” The video-shot by “Selma” director
Ava DuVernay, one of the most prominent African-
American women in Hollywood-tells a story with
echoes of “Game of Thrones” and Shakespearean
tragedy as it depicts a futuristic conflict.

The plot cuts back to 2050 as “America’s founding
mothers”-a cheeky take on the “founding fathers” who
established the US political system-passionately
debate whether to preserve the constitution’s Second
Amendment, which protects the right to bear arms.
The women needed to revise the constitution at a time
“when some thought that making America great meant
making us afraid of each other,” a descendant is heard
saying-in an unmistakable critique of President
Donald Trump and his campaign slogan.

The convention ends with a forceful appeal from
the meeting’s leader: “America is a family, and the
whole family should be free.” The descendant men-
tions wisdom she learned from her father-and her
identity becomes clear as the story shifts to the year
2018 and the real-life Blue Ivy is seen with Jay-Z in
church. Jay-Z then opens his song, appearing as if he
is giving confession as Beyonce-sporting robes and a
cap resembling the miter worn by Catholic cardinals-
dances about.

“Family Feud” does not explicitly depict Blue Ivy as
president, but the video quickly sparked chatter
online. “President Blue Ivy 2050. #FamilyFeud. I’ll be
79 when I cast this vote,” hip-hop drummer and pro-
ducer Questlove wrote on Twitter. The song appeared
on Jay-Z’s Grammy-nominated album “4:44,” in which
the rapper acknowledged infidelity to Beyonce,
although “Family Feud” lyrically looks largely at his
place in hip-hop.

Jay-Z and Beyonce, who together are worth an
estimated $1 billion, have been increasingly outspoken
about their left-leaning political views and are friendly
with former president Barack Obama. The “Family
Feud” video, which appears only on Jay-Z’s Tidal
streaming platform, features cameos by multiple film
and television stars including Jessica Chastain,
America Ferrera, Rashida Jones, Mindy Kaling and
Brie Larson. — AFP

Freezing New York welcomes
2018 with tightest security

Jay-Z, Beyonce imagine daughter
as US leader in new video
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Rajinikanth, the wildly popular Indian cinema star
who inspires almost godlike adulation in some
parts of the country, announced his entry into poli-

tics Sunday. The 67-year-old actor’s announcement end-
ed a wait of almost two decades for many of his fans,
especially in the southern state of Tamil Nadu where he
is revered and referred to simply as “The Superstar”. “I
will form my own political party and contest from all 234
seats in the next (state) assembly election,” he told a hall
packed with supporters in the state capital Chennai.

The state, home to 72 million people, has been hit by
political instability since the death in December 2016 of
its charismatic chief minister Jayalalithaa Jayaram, also a
former movie star.  Rajinikanth worked as a bus conduc-
tor in the southern city of Bangalore before heading to
Chennai in 1973 to pursue his passion for acting. He rose
to become the biggest star in the history of Tamil-lan-
guage cinema. Rajinikanth is widely credited for almost
single-handedly defeating a state government in 1996 by
asking his fans to vote it out days before the election.

“I am not doing it for any post or money or fame as I
have enough,” he said Sunday of his political plans.
Many fans let off firecrackers, danced to drums and
shouted slogans in support of Rajinikanth after the
announcement.  India’s junior finance minister Pon
Radhakrishnan, who is also a parliamentarian from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
Tamil Nadu, congratulated Rajinikanth on Twitter. 

One of Bollywood’s biggest stars, Amitabh Bachchan
also had warm words. “My dear friend, my colleague and
a humble considerate human, Rajinikanth, announces his
decision to enter politics... my best wishes to him for his
success,” Bachchan told more than 32 million Twitter fol-
lowers.  But most political parties-especially the two
regional parties DMK and AIADMK, which have domi-
nated Tamil politics and have the most to lose from
Rajinikanth’s foray-were guarded in welcoming his
announcement. 

The BJP, despite its preeminent position across most
of India, remains a fringe player in Tamil Nadu.  Modi
however has a good rapport with the Tamil star, who has
often publicly praised the prime minister.   The entire
state of Tamil Nadu goes into a frenzy every time a new
Rajinikanth movie is released. Many companies give their
employees a day off, expecting low attendance.  Fans cut
their hair to resemble Rajinikanth’s characters, and some
even get his face tattooed on their bodies to mark the
release of a film.  In Chennai, many fans hand out sweets
and even pour milk over giant posters advertising his
movies-a tradition that derives from the ritual bathing of
Hindu idols in milk. In his movies Rajinikanth specializes
in playing ruffians with a golden heart. He also often por-
trays underdogs fighting for the good of society against
corruption. — AFP

Cuban-American singer and songwriter Camila Cabello Estrabao performs during New
Year’s Eve celebration.

Cuban-American singer and songwriter Camila Cabello
Estrabao performs on stage.

USO entertainers take part in New Year’s Eve celebrations in Times Square.

Indian Tamil cinema superstar
Rajinikanth to enter politics

Indian film actor Rajinikanth gestures as he announces
his entry in politics during an interaction session with
fans in Chennai. — AFP


