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LEICESTER CITY: Riyad Mahrez scored one and set up
another as Leicester City strolled to a 3-0 win over
Huddersfield Town in the Premier League yesterday.

In a tepid first half, Wilfred Ndidi came closest to scor-
ing, but sliced wide from a good position after Islam
Slimani had caused problems on his return to the side.
After the break, the game came to life, as Mahrez brilliant-
ly volleyed home in the 53rd minute, before Slimani deftly
added a second seven
minutes later for his first
league goal of the season.

Huddersfield had just
one shot on target all
match as they struggled to
get going, while Leicester
gave a run out to new
signing Adrien Silva after
he was given clearance to
play. Marc Albrighton net-
ted a late third to seal a
victory that sees Leicester
stay eighth, while
Huddersfield remain 11th
despite their first defeat in five.

Meanwhile, Bournemouth twice came from behind to
draw a thrilling south coast derby with Brighton & Hove
Albion 2-2 at the Amex Stadium in the first Premier
League game of the year.  Bournemouth began the game
in a precarious position five points worse off than last
New Year’s Day. They got off to the worst possible start in
the fifth minute when Brighton’s Anthony Knockaert
rounded off a flowing move by squeezing the ball in at the
far post for his second goal of the season.

The goal was Brighton’s fastest ever in the Premier

League.  However, it was far from one-way traffic and both
keepers were kept busy before Steve Cook equalised
against the club where he began his career with a clever
back-flick header from a corner on 33 minutes.

Glenn Murray also scored against his former side to
restore Brighton’s lead at the start of the second half and
the home side should have had a third when man of the
match Jose Izquierdo shot instead of passed to Davy

Propper, who was per-
fectly placed to score.

Bournemouth took full
advantage and, after
Jordan Ibe hit a post,
equalised for the second
time after a protracted
scramble in the area from
another corner. The ball
eventually fell to Callum
Wilson who stuck out a
boot to divert the ball into
the net.

The result left both
teams hovering above the

relegation zone. Cook said: “Normally when you score
twice away from home you expect to win but I think it was
a fair result and completed a good Christmas for us.”
Brighton manager Chris Hughton said he was delighted to
see his side score twice for the first time in 11 games but
was unhappy at twice conceding from set pieces. “It was a
game that on chances we should have won,” he said.

Hughton refused to elaborate when asked about specu-
lation the club were keen to sign Celtic striker Moussa
Dembele. “I am aware of the speculation but that is all it
is,” he said. — Reuters
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STOKE CITY: Newcastle United recorded
back-to-back Premier League wins on the road
for the first time since 2014 as an Ayoze Perez
goal led them to a 1-0 win over Stoke City yes-
terday. Stoke’s defensive woes continued as
Newcastle threatened the hosts’ goal multiple
times in the first half but failed to convert, with
defender Ciaran Clark missing the most clear-cut
chance as he fluffed a close range tap-in just
before the half hour mark.

Newcastle continued to create chances in the
second half  with midf ie lder Jacob Murphy
charging past the tiring Stoke defenders in the
73rd minute to feed the ball to the oncoming
Perez, with the Spaniard making a cool finish to
seal the win.

Stoke piled on the pressure in search of an
equaliser but were kept at bay by Newcastle
goalkeeper Karl  Darlow, who made several
impressive saves to condemn the Potters to a
second successive defeat.

Stoke have now conceded 47 goals in 22
league games and slip to 16th in the rankings, just
two points above the relegation zone having
played two more games than 18th-placed West
Ham United. Newcastle climb to 13th after a
much-needed win. —Reuters
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LEICESTER: Huddersfield Town’s Danish goalkeeper Jonas Lossl (C) punches the ball clear during the English
Premier League football match between Leicester City and Huddersfield Town at King Power Stadium in
Leicester, yesterday. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ARABIAN GULF CUP
Oman v Bahrain 17:15

Saudi Sports HD1

MBC Pro Sports 1 HD

OMAN SPORTS HD

KTV Sport HD

Dubai Sports 1 HD

Iraq v United Arab Emirates 20:30

Saudi Sports HD1

MBC Pro Sports 1 HD

OMAN SPORTS HD

KTV Sport HD

Dubai Sports 1 HD

ITALIAN CUP
Napoli v Atalanta 22:45

beIN SPORTS

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Southampton v Crystal Palace 22:45

beIN SPORTS HD 4

West Ham United v West Bromwich Albion 22:45

beIN SPORTS HD 3

Swansea City v Tottenham Hotspur 22:45

beIN SPORTS HD 5

Manchester City v Watford 23:00

beIN SPORTS HD 2

LOS ANGELES: The Houston Rockets take some good
news-and perhaps some bad-into 2018 after snapping
their five-game NBA losing streak with a 148-142 dou-
ble-overtime victory over the Los Angeles Lakers yes-
terday. James Harden scored 40 points but departed in
the final minute of regulation with a hamstring injury.
Point guard Chris Paul scored 15 of his 28 points in the
two overtime periods to carry Houston to a much-
needed win on their home floor.

Paul played a part in four straight baskets in the first
extra period, but Lakers forward Brandon Ingram made
two free throws with eight-tenths of a second remain-
ing to force the second.

In the second extra session, Paul made six free
throws in the final minute and Houston took the lead for
good on a second-chance basket by reserve forward
P.J. Tucker-his only points in the contest.

Moments later Tucker swatted away a three-point
attempt by the Lakers Kyle Kuzma. Trevor Ariza scored
26 points for Houston, who trailed by as many as 17
points. The sight of Harden limping off must have tem-
pered the Rockets’ pleasure in snapping their skid.

Houston coach Mike D’Antoni said it was too early
to speculate about the severity of Harden’s injury. “I
don’t think we’ll know until (Monday),” D’Antoni said. “I
don’t think they’ll be able to assess it until (Monday)
morning.”

WILLIAMS FUELS CLIPPERS 
In Los Angeles, Lou Williams came off the bench to

score 40 points and propel the Clippers to a 106-98
victory over the Charlotte Hornets. “He was just a
nightmare tonight,” Charlotte forward Frank Kaminsky
said of Williams. “He started hitting (three-pointers)
early, so we start getting up on his screen.

“He starts driving to the rim, and then he’s getting
fouled.” Williams scored 16 points in the first quarter as
the Clippers seized the lead. But the Hornets held them
to just 13 points in the second period while fashioning a
28-7 scoring run that put Charlotte up by as many as
14. Charlotte led by 10 at the interval, but Blake Griffin
scored 14 of his 25 points in a third quarter dominated
33-14 by Los Angeles.

While the Hornets remained within striking distance
in the fourth, they never got the deficit below four
points. The Boston Celtics held off the determined
Brooklyn Nets 108-105 to notch their 30th win of the

season. Trailing by 14 points with 5:59 remaining, the
Nets trimmed the deficit to three and had the ball after
a timeout with 14.5 seconds left. Nets guard Spencer
Dinwiddie unleashed a long-range effort that was wild-
ly off-target. Boston guard Kyrie Irving seized the
rebound and called a timeout.

On the inbounds play, Irving was fouled and made
two free throws to seal the win. Irving, who scored 28
points and grabbed eight rebounds for the Celtics, said
the Eastern Conference leaders should have clamped
down at the end. “We’ve just got to close out better,”
he said.

In Oklahoma City, Dallas rookie Dennis Smith Jr.
produced 11 points in the final 1:39 to lift the Mavericks
to a 116-113 victory over the Thunder. “He was great

tonight,” said Mavericks coach Rick Carlisle after Smith
contributed 19 points, four rebounds and six assists.

“They were trapping him in the pick-and-rolls. He
hasn’t seen that. He went through some situations that
were very difficult, but he kept his energy up, he kept
his head up, he kept attacking.”

Thanks in large part to Smith, the Mavs withstood
Thunder star Russell Westbrook’s latest triple-double
of 38 points, 15 rebounds and 11 assists. Bradley Beal
was the star in Washington, scoring 17 of his 39 points
in the fourth quarter as the Wizards rallied to beat the
Chicago Bulls 114-110.

John Wall scored 21 points for Washington, his
three-point play with 29.4 seconds left to play putting
the hosts ahead for good. — AFP

Rockets end skid, 
Mavs silence Thunder

HOUSTON: Clint Cappella #15 of the Houston Rockets dunks against the Los Angeles Lakers on Sunday at the
Toyota Center in Houston, Texas. —AFP

CAPE TOWN: Virat Kohli’ rivalry with fellow batting
star AB de Villiers is likely to provide a compelling
side-show in the three-Test series between South
Africa and India starting at Newlands on Friday.

“It’s not like only two guys are playing in this series,”
said Kohli, playing things down when asked about De
Villiers, his Royal Challengers Bangalore teammate in
the Indian Premier League.

“AB is a great friend of mine, I respect the way he
plays the game and I’ve always respected him as a per-
son as well,” Kohli said at India’s arrival press confer-
ence. “But when you’re playing against each other it’s
just about wanting to get AB out and I’m sure the
opposition would want the same when I play or
(Ajinkya) Rahane plays or (Cheteshwar) Pujara plays as
well.” While Rahane and Pujara may be high-quality

players - in the same way that Dean Elgar and Hashim
Amla are for South Africa - no player on either side can
match the aura created by Kohli and De Villiers, whose
thrilling stroke play can change the course of a match.

Kohli is India’s most glamorous and best-performing
batsman since Sachin Tendulkar while De Villiers has
the rare distinction for a foreigner of having star appeal
in India. When South Africa toured India two seasons
ago, crowds put aside their passionate support for the
home side and chanted “ABD, ABD” whenever De
Villiers walked out to bat.

It could even be argued that De Villiers contributed
to South Africa’s downfall in the Test matches which
followed a one-day series dominated by his dazzling
batting. De Villiers slammed three centuries in five
matches, leading South Africa to a series victory which
had Ravi Shastri, India’s team director (now coach),
grumbling about conditions which suited the visitors. 

It seemed no coincidence that the four Test matches
were played on spin-friendly dust bowls and were
dominated by Indian spin bowlers Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja. It brought De Villiers
down to earth, although he was still South Africa’s best
batsman, scoring 258 runs at an average of 36.85. Even
Kohli struggled in the conditions, restricted to 200 runs
at 33.33. Kohli has only played in two other Tests

against South Africa, when India toured in 2013/14, but
showed his ability to handle the pace and bounce of
South African pitches by making 119 and 96 in the first
Test in Johannesburg.

De Villiers has played 17 Tests against India and his
average of 40.10 against them is modest compared to
his career average of 50.47. But he has enjoyed some
big successes - 217 not out in an innings win in
Ahmedabad in 2007/08 and South Africa’s fastest Test
century, off 75 balls, in Centurion in 2010/11.

Kohli is coming off a spectacular 2017, during which
he hit three double centuries in compiling 1059 Test
runs at an average of 75.64, while because of injury fol-
lowed by a break from Test cricket De Villiers has only
played in one Test - scoring 53 in the two-day rout of
Zimbabwe - since January 2016.

De Villiers professed his excitement about being
back on the big stage.  Kohli, in speaking of the hunger
in the Indian team, noted that he couldn’t speak for the
opposition and that “AB hasn’t played much Test cricket
since he played against us, and he’s coming back after a
while.”

What seems certain when the world’s two top-
ranked Test teams square up is that there will be extra
excitement and anticipation every time Kohli and De
Villiers walk out to bat. — AFP
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friends De Villiers, 
Kohli face off


