
S p o r t s Tuesday, January 2, 2018

14

LOS ANGELES: The Atlanta Falcons are heading back
to the playoffs thanks to five second-half field goals by
Matt Bryant. Bryant, a 16-year veteran, included a 56-
yarder among his kicks and the Falcons made life miser-
able for Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton in
a 22-10 victory. The Falcons (10-6) claimed the second
wild-card berth in the NFC with the victory, while the
Panthers (11-5) had to settle for the first wild-card spot
rather than the NFC South title. Carolina finished in a
tie with New Orleans, but the Saints beat the Panthers
twice during the season to earn the division title and
home field in the first round.  

BILLS 22, DOLPHINS 16
The Buffalo Bills defeated the Miami Dolphins 22-

16 at Hard Rock Stadium in Florida on Sunday and
then got the help they needed to reach the playoffs for
the first time since 1999. Prior to Sunday, Buffalo had
the longest active playoff drought in all four major
North American team sports. But the Bills (9-7) suf-
fered a key injury in the third quarter when six-time
Pro-Bowl running back LeSean McCoy left the game
in the third quarter due to an injury to his right ankle.
He did not return.

BENGALS 31, RAVENS 27
Andy Dalton threw three touchdown passes, includ-

ing a 49-yard strike to Tyler Boyd with 44 seconds left,
and the Cincinnati Bengals knocked the Baltimore
Ravens out of the playoffs with a 31-27 victory. The
Ravens took their first lead, 27-24, on a 6-yard touch-
down pass from Joe Flacco to Mike Wallace with 8:48
left in the game. However, Dalton answered with a 90-
yard drive to reclaim the lead. The Ravens (9-7) have
now missed the playoffs for
the third consecutive year. It
was an emotional win for the
Bengals (6-10) and head
coach Marvin Lewis, who
might not return after 15
seasons.

CARDINALS 26, SEA-
HAWKS 24

For the first time in five
years, the Seattle Seahawks
saw their season end short of
the playoffs. Seattle kicker Blair Walsh missed a 48-
yard field-goal attempt with 32 seconds remaining,
allowing the Arizona Cardinals to slip away with 26-24
win at CenturyLink Field.

BUCCANEERS 31, SAINTS 24
Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Jameis Winston

tossed a 39-yard touchdown pass to rookie wide
receiver Chris Godwin with nine seconds remaining-
capping a desperation 95-yard drive with no timeouts-
to produce a 31-24 victory over New Orleans at
Raymond James Stadium. Despite the loss, the Saints
backed into the franchise’s first NFC South division title
since 2011 because the Carolina Panthers were beaten
by the Atlanta Falcons.

PATRIOTS 26, JETS 6
The New England Patriots locked up the No. 1 seed

in the AFC and home-field advantage in the playoffs
with a 26-6 victory over the New York Jets in arctic
conditions at Gillette Stadium in Massachusetts. The
AFC East champion Patriots wrapped up their regular
season at 13-3 to secure the conference’s top spot for a
second consecutive season and the seventh time over-
all. Dion Lewis totaled 133 yards (93 rushing, 40 receiv-
ing) and scored two touchdowns while Tom Brady com-
pleted 18-of-37 passes for 190 yards and two touch-
downs for the Patriots. New York (5-11) finished last in
the AFC East for the second straight season and the
third time in four years.

VIKINGS 23, BEARS 10
Minnesota had a few flaws in their offense and spe-

cial teams during a 23-10 win over the Chicago Bears,
but the Vikings will have an extra week to work on
them before opening the playoffs at home. The Vikings
(13-3) clinched a first-round bye with the win over
Chicago and may have spelled the end for Bears head
coach John Fox, who is widely expected to be dis-

missed after his team finished 5-11.  Minnesota’s last
bye in the first round came in the 2010 playoffs.

STEELERS 28, BROWNS 24
The Pittsburgh Steelers beat Cleveland 28-24 to

make the Browns the second 0-16 team in NFL history.
The 2008 Detroit Lions also went 0-16. The playoff-
bound Steelers started Landry Jones at quarterback in
place of Ben Roethlisberger and Jones completed 23-
of-27 passes for 239 yards and a touchdown in guiding
the Steelers to their 13th win of the season.

COLTS 22, TEXANS 13
Indianapolis running back Frank Gore rushed for

100 yards on 24 carries to help lead the Colts to a 22-
13 victory over the Houston Texans at Lucas Oil
Stadium. The Colts limited the Texans to 209 total
yards and got a safety. Each AFC South team finished
with a 4-12 record. Jacoby Brissett completed 15-of-24
passes for 114 yards and one touchdown for
Indianapolis.

LIONS 35, PACKERS 11
Matthew Stafford threw three touchdown passes

and also caught a two-point conversion as the Detroit
Lions closed out their season with a 35-11 romp over
the depleted Green Bay Packers at Ford Field. Kenny
Golladay had a 54-yard touchdown catch for the
Lions (9-7) in what may have been head coach Jim
Caldwell’s final game with the franchise. There has
been heavy speculation that Caldwell will not be
retained for a fifth season.

COWBOYS 6, EAGLES 0
Quarterback Dak

Prescott threw a 12-yard
touchdown pass to Brice
Butler early in the fourth
quarter and the Dallas
Cowboys held on for a 6-0
victory over the Philadelphia
Eagles at frigid Lincoln
Financial Field. After last
week’s ineffective perform-
ance in a 19-10 win over the
Oakland Raiders,
Philadelphia coach Doug

Pederson opted to bring back starter Nick Foles
against the Cowboys. Foles didn’t perform well once
again, going 4 of 11 for 39 yards, one interception and
a miniscule 9.3 quarterback rating. The Eagles had
already clinched the NFC number one seed.

GIANTS 18, REDSKINS 10
The New York Giants scored two touchdowns in

just over two minutes as they topped the Washington
Redskins 18-10 at MetLife Stadium. New York quar-
terback Eli Manning made his 216th appearance,
which ties Hall-of-Fame defensive end Michael
Strahan’s franchise record for the most games played
in a Giants uniform. 

CHARGERS 30, RAIDERS 10
Philip Rivers threw for three touchdowns, Keenan

Allen had a pair of scores and the Los Angeles
Chargers completed their season sweep of the Oakland
Raiders with a 30-10 win at the StubHub Center.
Despite winning for the sixth time in seven games, the
Chargers (9-7) didn’t qualify for the postseason as an
AFC wild-card team. Saddled by an 0-4 start, Los
Angeles missed the playoffs for the seventh season in
eight years. The Raiders (6-10) ended a disappointing
season with their fourth straight loss as once again they
struggled on offense. 

49ERS 34, RAMS 13
The San Francisco 49ers concluded the season with

their fifth straight win, a 34-13 victory over the Los
Angeles Rams at Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. San
Francisco quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo threw for 292
yards and two touchdowns along with two intercep-
tions. San Francisco running back Carlos Hyde rushed
for 90 yards and two scores.  The 49ers finished 6-10.

TITANS 15, JAGUARS 10
This time, the Tennessee Titans held on to the fourth

quarter lead and clinched their first playoff spot since
2008. Three Ryan Succop field goals, a 66-yard touch-
down reception by Derrick Henry and a relentless effort
by the defense carried them to a 15-10 win over the
AFC South champion Jacksonville Jaguars at Nissan
Stadium. Tennessee (9-7) earned an AFC wild-card
spot, while Jacksonville (10-6) lost its second straight
game. But the outcome didn’t affect its No. 3 seed for

the playoffs.

CHIEFS 27, BRONCOS 24
Rookie quarterback Patrick Mahomes led four scor-

ing drives, the last leading to Harrison Butker’s decisive
field goal with no time left, and the playoff-bound
Kansas City Chiefs rested key starters and pulled out a
27-24 victory over the Denver Broncos. — Reuters

Pats top AFC, Bills end 17-season 
playoff drought as Ravens miss out
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NFL results/standings

American Football Conference
East

W L T PCT PF PA
*New England 13 3 0 .812 458 296
Buffalo 9 7 0 .562 302 359
Miami 6 10 0 .375 281 393
N.Y. Jets 5 11 0 .312 298 382

North
z-Pittsburgh 13 3 0 .812 406 308
Baltimore 9 7 0 .562 395 303
Cincinnati 7 9 0 .438 290 349
Cleveland 0 16 0 .000 234 410

South
y-Jacksonville 10 6 0 .625 417 268
x-Tennessee 9 7 0 .562 334 356
Houston 4 12 0 .250 338 436
Indianapolis 4 12 0 .250 263 404

West
y-Kansas City 10 6 0 .625 415 339
L.A. Chargers 9 7 0 .562 355 272
Oakland 6 10 0 .375 301 373
Denver 5 11 0 .312 289 382

National Football Conference
East

*Philadelphia 13 3 0 .812 457 295
Dallas 9 7 0 .562 354 332
Washington 7 9 0 .438 342 388
N.Y. Giants 3 13 0 .188 246 388

North
z-Minnesota 13 3 0 .812 382 252
Detroit 9 7 0 .562 410 376
Green Bay 7 9 0 .438 320 384
Chicago 5 11 0 .312 264 320

South
y-New Orleans 11 5 0 .688 448 326
x-Carolina 11 5 0 .688 363 327
x-Atlanta 10 6 0 .625 353 315
Tampa Bay 5 11 0 .312 335 382

West
y-L.A. Rams 11 5 0 .688 478 329
Seattle 9 7 0 .562 366 332
Arizona 8 8 0 .500 295 361
San Francisco 6 10 0 .375 331 383.

Detroit 35 Green Bay 11; Indianapolis 22 Houston 13; Minnesota 23 Chicago 10; New England 26 New York Jets 6; New York Giants 18
Washington 10; Dallas 6 Philadelphia 0; Pittsburgh 28 Cleveland 24; Atlanta 22 Carolina 10; Kansas City 27 Denver 24; Tennessee 15
Jacksonville 10; San Francisco 34 Los Angeles Rams 13; Buffalo 22 Miami 16; Los Angeles Chargers 30 Oakland 10; Arizona 26 Seattle 24;
Tampa Bay 31 New Orleans 24; Cincinnati 31 Baltimore 27.

Vikings clinch 
first-round 

bye with win 
over Chicago SEATTLE: Running back J.D. McKissic #21 of the Seattle Seahawks rushes in the third quarter against the

Arizona Cardinals at CenturyLink Field on Sunday, in Seattle, Washington. — AFP

Browns end perfectly awful season — 0-16

LOS ANGELES: Jack Del Rio was close to tears as he
revealed he had been fired as head coach by the
Oakland Raiders on Sunday, shortly after the National
Football League (NFL) team completed their final game
of the season.

Del Rio’s departure came just three hours after the
Indianapolis Colts said they also had sacked their head
coach Chuck Pagano. The 57-year-old Pagano, who
had been in charge of Indianapolis for six seasons, was
widely expected to be sacked after the Colts posted a
4-12 record that ended with a 22-13 win over the
Houston Texans. But Del Rio’s sacking after three sea-
sons was less predictable, coming less than a year after
he signed a four-year contract extension following a
successful 2016, when the Raiders went 12-4 and finally
made the playoffs after a 13-season drought.

But the team regressed in 2017, going 6-10. An emo-
tional Del Rio, 54, said it had been a dream to coach his

“childhood team” but he acknowledged the reality of
the business. “It’s a results business, I understand,” he
told a press conference, his voice cracking.

Del Rio went 25-24 in his three seasons with the
Raiders. Local media reported that former Raiders
coach Jon Gruden was likely to replace Del Rio. Gruden
coached the Raiders from 1998-2001, before guiding
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to victory in the 2002 sea-
son Super Bowl. He most recently has been working as
a television analyst. The Colts, meanwhile, thanked
Pagano for his body of work, while at the same time
showing him the door. “Chuck’s first season was one of
the more inspirational stories in NFL history as he
courageously battled and overcame leukemia,” Colts
Owner & CEO Jim Irsay said in a statement.

Pagano, speaking before his firing had been
announced, said: “I’m just grateful I’m on this side of
the dirt,” referring to his recovery from leukemia.
Pagano guided the Colts to a 56-46 overall record
(including the post-season) after joining the team in
2012. He led them to three consecutive 11-5 seasons
and playoff appearances from 2012-14, which included
the 2014 AFC Championship game. But the team failed
to compile a winning record the past three seasons as
they were hampered by multiple injuries to quarterback
Andrew Luck.

Del Rio and Pagano are likely to be joined by several
other sacked head coaches over the next couple of
days. Ben McAdoo of the New York Giants was the
only head coach fired during the season. — Reuters

Two head coaches
gone as Raiders
fire Del Rio, Colts
dump Pagano 

CARSON: Head Coach Jack Del Rio of the Oakland Raiders argues a penalty call with the officials during the
second quarter of the game against the Los Angeles Chargers at StubHub Center on Sunday in Carson. — AFP


