
Tuesday, January 2, 2018N e w s

Established 1961 11

Continued from Page 1

Trump, a fierce critic of Tehran, used one of his first
tweets of 2018 to again lash out at a favorite target.
“Iran is failing at every level despite the terrible deal
made with them by the Obama administration,” Trump
tweeted, referring to the nuclear pact agreed under his
predecessor Barack Obama. “The great Iranian people
have been repressed for many years. They are hungry
for food & for freedom. Along with human rights, the
wealth of Iran is being looted. TIME FOR CHANGE!” 

Israel’s intelligence minister yesterday voiced
encouragement for the protests but said Israeli policy
was not to get involved in Tehran’s internal affairs. “I
can only wish success to the Iranian people in the
struggle for freedom and democracy,” Israel Katz said
in an Army Radio interview. “If the people succeed in
achieving freedom and democracy, many of the threats
on Israel and the entire region today will disappear.”
Israel has long voiced alarm over the Shiite power’s
nuclear program and its support for Islamist guerrillas
in Lebanon and the Palestinian territories - concerns
shared by Sunni Arab states.

Asked why Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was not following Trump’s example in offer-
ing more open endorsement for the protesters, Katz said:
“Israel has undertaken not to get involved in this internal

affair”. Trump’s tough approach to Tehran, which has
included the threat of US sanctions, had disrupted the
Iranian government’s “illusion of economic betterment”,
he said. On Sunday, an Iranian official blamed “foreign
agents” for a clash in which two protesters were killed.
Katz dismissed such allegations as standard fare from “a
mendacious and propagandistic regime”.

After initial silence, state media began showing some
footage of the demonstrations on Sunday, focusing on
young men attacking banks and vehicles, an attack on a
town hall in Tehran, and images of a man burning the
Iranian flag. Rouhani came to power in 2013 promising
to mend the economy and ease social tensions, but high
living costs and a 12 percent unemployment rate have
left many feeling that progress is too slow. “We have no
problem bigger than unemployment. Our economy
needs an operation. We must all stand together,”
Rouhani acknowledged yesterday. 

The authorities have blamed external forces for
fomenting violence, saying the majority of social media
reports were emanating from regional rival Saudi
Arabia or exile groups based in Europe. Authorities
ruthlessly put down the 2009 protests, which followed
a disputed presidential election that gave hardliner
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad a second term. At least 36
people were killed in the 2009 unrest, according to an
official toll, while the opposition says 72 died. In the
years since, many middle-class Iranians have aban-
doned hope of securing change from the streets. But
low-level strikes and demonstrations have continued,
with groups such as bus drivers, teachers and factory
workers regularly protesting against unpaid wages and
poor conditions. — Agencies 
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The introduction of VAT coupled with the increase in
fuel duty is expected to bring an abrupt end to a year of
negative inflation in Saudi Arabia. Riyadh-based Jadwa
Investment predicted that inflation could reach as much
as five percent after the new measures. Saudis reacted
sarcastically on social media to the new sales tax. “They
are even taking taxes on car parking. I am afraid they will
next tax the air,” wrote Ahmed bin Fatima.

Saudi Arabia, whose economy contracted by 0.5 per-
cent last year for the first time since 2009, has introduced
a raft of measures to raise revenue and cut spending as it
bids to balance its books. Last month, it cut the govern-
ment subsidy on electricity supply for the second time in
two years, leading to a sharp rise in bills. Riyadh posted
budget deficits totaling $260 billion over the past four
fiscal years and does not expect to balance its books
before 2023. To finance its mounting public debt, the
kingdom has withdrawn around $250 billion from its
reserves over the past four years, reducing them to $490

billion. It has also borrowed around $100 billion from the
international and domestic markets. 

Meanwhile, Oman adopted yesterday its 2018 budget
projecting a deficit of $7.8 billion due to low oil prices,
but said the shortfall is declining. Like other energy-rich
Gulf states, Oman was hit hard by the slump in oil prices
since mid-2014 and joined an agreement by oil producers
to cut production in a bid to shore up prices. Revenues in
2018 are estimated at $24.7 billion, up just three percent
on last year, with spending projected at $32.5 billion, sev-
en percent higher, according to a statement by the
finance ministry.

Despite measures to reduce dependence on oil,
income from crude is estimated to account for 70 percent
of total revenues, the ministry said. In 2017, the ministry
said the country posted a higher-than-expected deficit at
$9.1 billion due to cuts in oil production in line with an
agreement by OPEC and non-OPEC members. The min-
istry said the budget shortfalls have been on the decline
due to raising non-oil revenues and higher oil income. To
finance the budget deficit, Oman last year raised $11.2 bil-
lion in debt in the form of bonds, Islamic sukuk and loans.
It plans to raise $6.5 billion this year, the ministry said.
About one-third of the budget spending this year has
been earmarked for social services, education and health,
the statement said. — Agencies 
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They have to help,” he said in unveiling his national
security strategy. And in late December, Vice
President Mike Pence told American troops during a
visit  to Afghanistan: “President Trump has put
Pakistan on notice.” 

Pakistani Foreign Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif
responded to Trump’s tweet yesterday, telling Geo televi-
sion in an Urdu-language interview, “The United States
should hold its own people accountable for its failures in
Afghanistan.” He said all funds from the US had been
“properly audited” and that “services (were) rendered.”
Islamabad has repeatedly denied the accusations of turn-
ing a blind eye to militancy, lambasting the United States
for ignoring the thousands who have been killed on its soil
and the billions spent fighting extremists.

Trump also tweeted right to the end of 2017 Sunday,
boasting of his accomplishments in his turbulent first year
in office and throwing down the gauntlet for the US
midterm elections. He highlighted his tax cut and a surging
stock market in a series of New Year’s Eve tweets that
seemed to set the table for next year’s fight for control of
the US Congress. “Why would smart voters want to put
Democrats in Congress in 2018 Election when their poli-
cies will totally kill the great wealth created during the
months since the Election,” he said. “People are much bet-
ter off now not to mention ISIS, VA, Judges, Strong
Border, 2nd A, Tax Cuts & more?” “2nd A” appears to
refer to the constitutional right under the Second
Amendment to keep and bear arms - though it was
unclear what action, if any, Trump has taken in that regard.

Trump was ringing in the New Year at his Mar-a-Lago
resort in Palm Beach, Florida before returning to
Washington. “As our Country rapidly grows stronger and
smarter, I want to wish all of my friends, supporters, ene-
mies, haters, and even the very dishonest Fake News
Media, a Happy and Healthy New Year,” he tweeted,
repeating his often-used term for well-established news
outlets which have issued investigative reports that cast
him in a negative light. 2018 will be a great year for
America!” Trump said.

He goes into 2018 with the lowest approval ratings of
any modern first-year US president, after a year during
which he shattered political expectations, strained long-
standing alliances and courted controversy on race and
immigration. In a tweet late Thursday, Trump addressed

criticism of his often incendiary use of social media. “I use
Social Media not because I like to, but because it is the
only way to fight a VERY dishonest and unfair ‘press,’ now
often referred to as Fake News Media. Phony and non-
existent ‘sources’ are being used more often than ever.
Many stories & reports a pure fiction!”

Still continuing is a deepening federal probe into
whether Trump campaign aides and associates colluded
with a covert Russian effort to sway the 2016 US presi-
dential election in the Republican’s favor. But Trump, who
told The New York Times this week that the investigation
makes “the country look very bad,” stuck to the good
economic news on Sunday. “If the Dems (Crooked Hillary)
got elected, your stocks would be down 50% from values
on Election Day. Now they have a great future - and just
beginning!” he tweeted, referring to his defeated
Democratic challenger Hillary Clinton.

Despite passage of a major tax overhaul before
Christmas and stock markets ending the year at record
highs, Republicans have proved vulnerable in recent elec-
tions. Republicans now hold a slender one-seat majority in
the US Senate after a Trump-endorsed candidate -
accused of preying on teenage girls - lost a special elec-
tion in traditionally Republican Alabama. A poll average
compiled by website RealClearPolitics.com finds that 55.6
percent of Americans disapprove of Trump’s performance
in office and 40 percent approve.

That represents a notable deterioration on both meas-
ures since he took office in January, after a divisive cam-
paign that featured attacks on immigration and free trade
deals, and in which he promised to bring back jobs to
depressed parts of the country. The US economy is grow-
ing at 3.2 percent and unemployment is at a two decade
low of 4.1 percent. In his most significant legislative victo-
ry to date, Trump succeeded in slashing corporate tax
rates from a top rate of 35 to 21 percent, but at an expect-
ed cost of soaring federal deficits.

Internationally, nerves have been set on edge and some
have questioned Trump’s global leadership. Former chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Mike Mullen, said Sunday
that Trump’s unpredictability and the disruptive nature of
his presidency have created “an incredibly dangerous cli-
mate”. “We’re actually closer, in my view, to a nuclear war
with North Korea and in that region than we have ever
been,” he said on ABC’s “This Week”. “I don’t see the
opportunities to solve this diplomatically at this particular
point,” he said.

Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, a foreign policy
hawk who has grown close to Trump, called 2018 “a year
of opportunity and extreme danger”. “We’ve got a chance
here to deliver some fatal blows to really bad actors in
2018. But if we blink, God help us all,” he said on CBS’s
“Face the Nation.” — AFP 
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TEL AVIV: A picture taken on Sunday in the Israeli city shows a billboard with Arabic and Hebrew writing
promoting the new season for a hit Israeli television series “Fauda”. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Stark billboards in Arabic promoting
the new season for a hit Israeli television series have
prompted a public outcry from residents intimidated by
the signs. The second season of “Fauda”, that began on
Sunday night, was being promoted in cities throughout
Israel with large black billboards carrying short phrases
in white-lettered Arabic - “brace yourselves”, “on its
way to you”, “action will start in a bit” - with no
Hebrew translation.

The acclaimed fictional series delves into the com-
plexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through the
story of an undercover unit. The billboard campaign
was nationwide, and residents in the northern city of
Nesher, near Haifa, and Kiryat Gat in Israel’s south
complained about the billboards, according to officials.
They have since been removed and replaced across
Israel, though it was unclear if the complaints are what
prompted any of the removals.

“I’m happy to announce that thanks to our action,

the intimidating signs were replaced,” Nesher council
member Shlomi Zino said in a Facebook video, gestur-
ing to the new billboard with the word Fauda in Arabic
and Hebrew and a picture of an actor. “We’ll continue
protecting you,” Zino said. Kiryat Gat mayor Aviram
Dahari said he would have a sign in his city removed on
Sunday, explaining that residents perceived it as a
“threat”, according to a Channel 10 television report.

Israeli television company yes, which is airing Fauda,
said in a statement that the series “deals with the com-
plex relations between the Israeli and Palestinian sides,
speaks Arabic and Hebrew, and therefore, it is only nat-
ural that the series would be promoted in these two
languages”. Series creator and writer Avi Issacharoff
criticized Dahari and Zino, saying on Twitter that
“there’s no reason to be ashamed or afraid of a lan-
guage. Maybe of ignorant people.”

The 12 episodes of Fauda’s first season tell the story
of a Hamas militant being pursued by an Israeli under-
cover unit, with the story portrayed in meticulously
constructed scenes reflective of the daily lives of
Israelis and Palestinians. It won six Ophir prizes award-
ed by the Israeli Academy of Film and Television in
2016, including best dramatic series. It has also gained
fans globally both due to its availability on Netflix and
its appearance at international festivals. The second
season of Fauda - chaos in Arabic - is also due to be
broadcast on Netflix in the first part of 2018. — AFP 
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