
PAJU, South Korea: A woman looks through binoculars during a visit to the Imjingak peace park near the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) dividing the two Koreas in the border city of Paju. Kim Jong-Un vowed North Korea would mass-
produce nuclear warheads and missiles in a defiant New Year message yesterday, suggesting he would continue to accelerate a rogue weapons program that has stoked international tensions. —AFP

SEOUL: Kim Jong Un yesterday warned the United States that
he has a “nuclear button” on his desk ready for use if North
Korea is threatened, but offered an olive branch to South Korea,
saying he was “open to dialogue” with Seoul. After a year dom-
inated by fiery rhetoric and escalating tensions over North
Korea’s nuclear weapons program, Kim used his televised New
Year’s Day speech to declare North Korea “a peace-loving and
responsible nuclear power” and call for lower military tensions
on the Korean peninsula and improved ties with the South.
“When it comes to North-South relations, we should lower the
military tensions on the Korean Peninsula to create a peaceful
environment,” Kim said. “Both the North and the South should
make efforts.” Kim said he will consider sending a delegation to
the Winter Olympics Games to be held in Pyeongchang, South
Korea, in February. “North Korea’s participation in the Winter
Games will be a good opportunity to showcase the national
pride and we wish the Games will be a success. Officials from
the two Koreas may urgently meet to discuss the possibility,”
Kim said.

South Korea said it welcomed Kim’s offer to send a delega-
tion to the Pyeongchang Games and hold talks with the South
to discuss possible participation. “We have always stated our
willingness to talk with North Korea any time and anywhere if
that would help restore inter-Korean relations and lead to
peace on the Korean peninsula,” a spokesman for the presiden-
tial Blue House said. “We hope the two Koreas will sit down and
find a solution to lower tensions and establish peace on the
Korean peninsula.”

Lee Hee-beom, president of the Pyeongchang Organizing
Committee, said the organization welcomed participation by
the North Koreans. “The (organizing committee) will discuss
relevant matters with the South Korean government as well as
the International Olympic Committee,” he said in a statement.
South Korean President Moon Jae-in has said North Korea’s
participation will ensure safety of the Pyeongchang Olympics
and proposed last month that Seoul and Washington postpone
large military drills that the
North denounces as a
rehearsal for war until after
the Games. Moon took
office in May last year
pledging to engage
Pyongyang in dialogue and
restore strained ties after
nearly a decade of conser-
vative rule in the South. But
North Korea has so far
snubbed his overtures for
warmer ties, including an
offer to hold inter-Korean
military talks about ceasing hostile activities along the border,
as it tested missiles at an unpredecented pace and lambasted
joint military drills between Seoul and Washington. 

Rather than encouraging US measures that “threaten the
security and peace of the Korean peninsula,” Seoul should
instead respond to overtures from the North, and “stop nuclear

war exercises with foreign forces, Kim said. Asked by reporters
to comment on Kim’s speech, US President Donald Trump sim-
ply said “we’ll see, we’ll see”, as he walked into New Year’s eve
celebration at Mar-a-Lago, his elite resort in Florida.

The US State Department did not immediately respond to a
request for comment on Kim’s New Year’s address.

‘Reality, not a threat’
North Korea tested

intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles and conducted its sixth
and most powerful nuclear
test in September in defi-
ance of international warn-
ings and sanctions, raising
fears of a new conflict on the
Korean peninsula. After test-
ing what Pyongyang said
was its most powerful inter-
continental ballistic missile
(ICBM), capable of deliver-
ing a warhead to anywhere

in the continental United States, at the end of November, Kim
declared his nuclear force complete.

He continued that theme in his New Year’s address,
announcing that North Korea would focus on “mass producing
nuclear warheads and ballistic missiles for operational deploy-
ment” in the coming year. This, Kim said, was “irreversible with

any force”, making it impossible for the United States to start a
war against North Korea. “The whole territory of the US is
within the range of our nuclear strike and a nuclear button is
always on the desk of my office and this is just a reality, not a
threat,” he said, while emphasizing that the weapons would only
be used if North Korea is threatened.

Kim’s customary New Year’s speech is closely watched for
indications of the policy direction the unpredictable and reclu-
sive leader is likely to pursue in the coming year. Beyond listing
military accomplishments, Kim also outlined economic gains as
part of his two-pronged policy of developing his country’s
economy and military. Despite increased international sanctions
imposed over the weapons program, North Korea made
progress in areas like fabrics, shoes and tractors, Kim said.
While Kim is keen to declare his weapons program a success,
he is unlikely to completely end his contentious testing regime,
said Scott LaFoy, a ballistic missile analyst at the website NK
Pro, which monitors North Korea.  “I’m still very skeptical of the
‘complete’ thing they’ve been talking about, if only because
we’ve seen so much activity in regards to the submarine
launched ballistic missile program,” he said. “I think a slowdown
(in testing) is very realistic, though.” Kim seems likely to tone
down his weapons testing at least ahead of the Olympics, said
Nam Sung-wook, a North Korea expert at Korea University in
Seoul. “What North Korea is most afraid of is being forgotten in
the international arena,” he said. “Without launching missiles
and conducting a nuclear test, North Korea will be in the spot-
light just by attending the Winter Olympics.” —Reuters

‘Nuke button’ ready for use, N Korea warns
Kim says North Korea will mass-produce nukes

India court orders 
rape victim’s baby 
exhumed for test
NEW DELHI: An Indian court has ordered the exhumation of the
remains of a baby born to a teenage rape survivor so that a pater-
nity test can be conducted, police said yesterday. The ruling came
after the teenage mother withdrew an allegation of rape against a
Delhi businessman. Police say the teenager is aged between 14
and 15 and had initially accused the man of raping her repeatedly
when she visited the capital New Delhi in February. She gave
birth to a baby girl in October, but the child died a few days later.
Police arrested the suspect in July and charged him with raping a
minor. It is not unusual for victims to withdraw allegations of rape
in India, often under pressure from friends or family of the defen-
dant, or in return for a financial settlement.

“The court has issued the orders but we are yet to get a
copy,” an investigating officer told AFP on condition of
anonymity yesterday. “We will exhume the body as per the
order for conducting DNA tests.” India has a grim record of
sexual assaults on minors with over 36,000 cases of rape or
sexual assaults reported in 2016, according to government data.
A UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2014 said one in
three rape victims in India was a minor and expressed alarm at
the widespread sexual abuse of children. In November, a court
in northern India convicted two men for repeatedly raping their
10-year-old niece. She became pregnant and DNA samples
from the baby were used to convict one of the uncles. —AFP 
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Pakistan’s girl 
cadets dream 
of taking power
MARDAN: At a revolutionary school in
Pakistan, Durkhanay Banuri dreams of becom-
ing military chief, once a mission impossible for
girls in a patriarchal country where the power-
ful army has a severe problem with gender
equity. Thirteen-year-old Durkhanay, a student
at Pakistan’s first ever Girls’ Cadet College,
established earlier this year in the deeply con-
servative northwest, brims with enthusiasm and
confidence as she sketches out her life plan. 

“I want to be the army chief,” she said.
“Why not? When a woman can be prime min-
ister, foreign minister and governor of the State
Bank, she can also be chief of the army staff ... I
will make it possible and you will see.” The
dreams of many women in the region were
once limited to merely leaving the house.
Durkhanay and her 70 classmates in Mardan, a
town in militancy-hit Khyber Pakthunkhwa
(KP) province roughly 110 kilometers (70
miles) from Islamabad, are aiming much higher.

Cadet colleges in Pakistan, which are run by
the government with officers from the military’s
education branch, strive to prepare bright male
students for the armed forces and civil servic-
es. Their graduates are usually given prefer-
ence for selection to the army, which in

Pakistan can mean their future is secured: they
are likely to be granted land and will benefit
from the best resources and training in the
country. As a result such colleges play an out-
sized role in Pakistan’s education system, which
has been woefully underfunded for decades.

Military might
According to a 2016 government study, a

staggering 24 million Pakistani children are out
of school, with a larger share of girls staying
home than boys 12.8 million compared to 11.2
million. Hundreds of boys study at the cadet
colleges across the country.  But girls are still
not allowed in these elite schools, with the spe-
cial college at Mardan the one exception.

“Such colleges can help girls qualify to be
part of the armed forces, foreign service, civil
services or become engineers and doctors,”
said retired Brigadier Naureen Satti, under-
scoring their importance in the long fight for
equality by Pakistan’s women. In starched kha-
ki uniforms and red berets Durkhanay and her
classmates march the parade ground, stepping
to the beat of a barking drill instructor, before
racing to change into physical training and
martial arts kits. 

The military is widely seen as Pakistan’s
most powerful institution, and has ruled the
country for roughly half of its 70-year history.
Under the current civilian government it is
believed to control defense and foreign policy.
Women, however, have largely been shut out-
par for the course in a country routinely
ranked among the world’s most misogynistic,
and where they have fought for their rights for

decades. Previously they were only allowed to
serve in administrative posts. But military dic-
tator Pervez Musharraf opened up the combat
branches of the army, navy and air force to
women beginning in 2003. 

‘Game changer’ 
The military would not disclose how many

of its members, which a 2015 Credit Suisse
report said number more than 700,000 active
personnel, are currently women. But a senior
security official told AFP on condition of

anonymity that at least 4,000 are now believed
to be serving in the armed forces.  He gave no
further details, and it is unclear how far the
women have managed to foray from their
administrative past, though some have man-
aged to become high profile role models-
including, notably, Ayesha Farooq, who in 2013
became Pakistan’s first ever female fighter pilot. 

The Girls’ Cadet College principal, retired
brigadier Javid Sarwar, vowed his students
would be prepared for whatever they wanted
to do, “including the armed forces”. —AFP

MARDAN: Pakistani cadets parade at the Pakistan Army’s first Girls’ Cadet
College in Mardan. —AFP


