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KUWAIT: Silhouette of Kuwait City during sunset. — KUNA

KUWAIT: While many people in Kuwait choose to
have their coffee and leisure beverages at high-end
cafes and malls, there are some who prefer the comfort
of a traditional cafe, which still stands tall despite the
passage of time.  Historically, traditional cafes were
considered as hangouts for merchants and dhow cap-
tains; however, these places became more inclusive,
allowing people from all walks of life to attend and have
a good time.

“Traditional cafes were and still are simple and up to
the point, providing clients with Arabic coffee and tea,”
heritage researcher Mohammad Jamal said.  He indicat-
ed that by the early 1900s, traditional cafes started to
offer cold beverages to customers.

Other than drinks, such cafes provided their own
entertainment with music played on phonographs, in
addition to card and traditional board games.  Jamal
noted that most traditional cafes were situated near the
old sea ports and the merchants market with the oldest

one being cafe ‘Bu Nashi’, a Kuwaiti citizen with roots
in Hassa region in modern day Saudi Arabia.  Other
similar cafes began to sprout all over Kuwaitis since
1920s with several of them providing new services and
brands of coffees and teas for clients, said Jamal.
Traditional cafes in Kuwait were sometimes the focal
point for serious upheavals, said Jamal who pointed out
that Suleiman Al-Shimaimri cafe, established in 1978,
was the target of a terror attack in July 1985. The
attack, aimed at creating disunity in Kuwait, failed to
achieve its goal due to the solidarity of the Kuwaiti
people, affirmed Jamal.

Cafe owner Suleiman Al-Shimaimri died during the
assault, noted Jamal.  Meanwhile, the heritage
researcher indicated that modern cafes with a tradi-
tional feel have been established since the mid-1990s
up to the early 2000s, a sign that no matter how much
time passes, such facilities will remain as a stable of
Kuwaiti culture and traditions. — KUNA

Kuwait National
Museum marks
diamond jubilee
KUWAIT: Celebrating its diamond jubilee yesterday,
the Kuwaiti National Museum showcased 60 years of

efforts in preserving the history and culture of the
country for future generations.

Speaking on the occasion, Assistant Professor of
Anthropology and Archaeology at Kuwait University
(KU) Dr Hassan Ashkanani said that the museum was
established before the arrival of the first foreign exca-
vation teams in 1958. 

The museum was supervised by Ahmad Al-Othman
who attended the opening ceremony in 1957, said Dr
Ashkanani who indicated that Othman handed the

responsibility to Tareq Rajab, the first official director
of the facility. In the beginning, Kuwaiti and foreign
excavation teams were focused on the historical sites in
Failaka Island, but the museum was not only dedicated
for displaying artifacts from the Island, it was also dedi-
cated to preserving Kuwaiti culture and history, said Dr
Ashkanani. The Kuwaiti academic revealed that the
museum’s official building was opened in February 23,
1983 after years of renting buildings and sites to dis-
play the contents of the facility.

Dr Ashkanani revealed that the museum’s building
was designed by Michel Ecochard, a renowned French
architect and urban planner, adding that the facility had
several displays showcasing the history and heritage of
Kuwait, the region’s ancient history, and other artifacts
and documents. In celebrations of the museum’s long
history and achievements, a publication, which took five
years to finish, will be issued soon with around 3,773
pictures depicting the history of the museum and its
contents, said Dr Ashkanani. — KUNA
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