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Columbus Blue Jackets score 
early to beat Capitals 5-1

WASHINGTON: Mark Letestu scored in his return to
the Columbus Blue Jackets and helped pave the way for
a 5-1 victory over the visiting Washington Capitals on
Monday night. Letestu, who previously played for
Columbus from 2011 to 2015, was acquired from the
Edmonton Oilers on Sunday to provide depth at center.
Washington’s Alex Ovechkin, who appeared in his fran-
chise-record 984th game, had a first-period goal, his
NHL-leading 39th on the season. The teams got into a
scuffle at the first-period horn, and Ovechkin was shak-
en up when he was hit in the face by Matt Calvert, leav-
ing blood on the ice. Following a discussion by the offi-

cials, Calvert was called for a match penalty for the
infraction. The Blue Jackets set the early tone and led 4-
1 in the opening period on goals by Artemi Panarin,
Sonny Milano, Letestu and Seth Jones. Cam Atkinson
added an empty-net goal in the third period.

LIGHTNING 4, MAPLE LEAFS 3 (SO)
Brayden Point scored the lone goal in a shootout,

leading Tampa Bay to a victory over visiting Toronto.
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was credited with
27 saves, including a penalty-shot stop on Mitch
Marner with 6:02 left in the third period. He stopped all
three shots he faced in the shootout, helping Tampa
Bay earn a fourth consecutive win. Tyler Johnson, Adam
Erne and Chris Kunitz scored in regulation for Tampa
Bay, which lost NHL leading scorer Nikita Kucherov in
the first period due to an upper-body injury. Marner,
Tyler Bozak and James van Riemsdyk scored for the
Maple Leafs, who got 39 saves from Frederik Andersen.

FLYERS 1, CANADIENS 0 (SO)
Philadelphia goaltender Petr Mrazek stopped all 28

shots he faced through regulation and overtime, and

Sean Couturier scored in the bottom of the sixth
round of a shootout to give the Flyers a win at
Montreal. Couturier beat Lindgren on the blocker side
with the score tied 1-1 after Paul Byron and Jakub
Voracek scored in the shootout session. Mrazek
recorded his first shutout for the Flyers and won his
third straight game with Philadelphia since being
acquired from the Detroit Red Wings a week ago.
Goalie Charlie Lindgren made 33 saves for Montreal
in his first start since Nov. 21.

KINGS 2, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1 (OT)
Dustin Brown scored a power-play goal with 1:46

remaining in overtime as Los Angeles rallied to defeat
visiting Vegas. Anze Kopitar, who had an assist on the
game-winner, forced overtime when he scored with
10.8 seconds left in regulation. Jeff Carter also scored
for the Kings, who trailed 2-0 in the third period.

Smith and Erik Haula scored for the Western
Conference-leading Golden Knights, who got 41 saves
from Marc-Andre Fleury. Kings goalie Jonathan Quick
stopped 37 shots.

AVALANCHE 3, CANUCKS 1
Nathan MacKinnon scored two goals, including the

winner, as Colorado beat Vancouver in Denver.
MacKinnon’s first goal, on a wrist shot during a rush
down the wing at 7:52 of the third period, gave the
Avalanche an insurmountable 2-0 lead. His 28th of the
season went into an empty net in the final minute after
Daniel Sedin scored a minute earlier for the Canucks.
Avalanche goaltender Semyon Varlamov stopped 31 of
32 shots. Canucks goalie Jacob Markstrom, starting for
the second night in a row, recorded 25 saves on 27
shots. On Sunday, he stopped 41 shots in a 3-1 win at
Arizona. — Reuters

DURBAN: Some of the world’s best fast bowlers will
square up when the first Test between South Africa
and Australia starts at Kingsmead tomorrow. They
may find, however, that some of their sting drawn by
pitch conditions.

Kingsmead has lost the reputation it once had as a
fast bowler’s paradise.  It has been many years since
wicketkeepers had to leap around as balls soared and
sped off the playing surface.

Indications are that the pitch will offer encourage-
ment but not excessive help to the fast men, with
enough grass on the surface to assist movement off
the seam. The South African team, it seems, has given
up on trying to influence conditions after their
“requests” to groundsmen resulted in pitches that
were less than ideal for a recent three-Test series
against India. The surface for the third Test at the
Wanderers was condemned as poor by International
Cricket Council match referee Andy Pycroft.

“Everybody knows what happened at the
Wanderers, so we’ve left the groundsmen to prepare
the best possible pitches that they can,” coach Ottis
Gibson said last week. Assuming the conditions are
fair, it should be a red-blooded battle between the
teams ranked second and third in Test cricket behind
India.  Both have potent fast bowlers and exciting, if
fragile, batting line-ups.  South Africa won the first
two Tests against India with a four-man pace attack,
left-arm spinner Keshav Maharaj and just six top-
quality batsmen. But may be tempted to strengthen
their batting at the expense of one of the specialist
bowlers.

That decision may be influenced by a lack of form
of key players as well as injuries which kept several
out of action in recent weeks.  Captain Faf du Plessis
is expected to play, although the right index finger he
broke four weeks ago remained bandaged and he
took a minimal part in the team’s first practice in
Durban on Monday.

Wicketkeeper Quinton de Kock, was woefully out
of form with the bat before being injured in a one-day
series against India, opening the door for Heinrich
Klaasen to take over the gloves and play some crucial
innings.  Both Klaasen and De Kock have been named
in a 15-man squad for the first two tests.

South Africa’s batsmen will face a fast bowling
attack of Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood and Pat
Cummins, backed by the off-spin of Nathan Lyon -
rated by former Australian captain Steve Waugh as
the best in the world.  Australia’s batting has relied
greatly in recent times on captain Steve Smith and
opener David Warner, so South Africa will be hoping
to get through their two stars and put pressure on the
rest of the batting line-up with a bowling attack
spearheaded by Morne Morkel, Vernon Philander and
Kagiso Rabada.—AFP

Australia’s 
fearsome attack
creates dilemma
for South Africa

NHL results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
W L OTL GF GA PTS

Tampa Bay 43 17 3 227 170 89
Toronto 39 20 6 216 182 84
Boston 37 15 8 195 150 82
Florida 28 25 6 175 193 62
Detroit 26 26 10 165 183 62
Montreal 23 29 10 157 194 56
Ottawa 21 30 10 166 216 52
Buffalo 19 33 11 151 206 49

Metropolitan Division
Philadelphia 34 19 10 189 178 78
Washington 35 21 7 195 189 77
Pittsburgh 36 23 4 206 187 76
New Jersey 32 22 8 185 188 72
Columbus 32 26 5 168 175 69
NY Islanders 29 27 7 207 225 65
Carolina 27 25 10 164 189 64
NY Rangers 27 30 6 177 201 60

Western Conference
Central Division

Nashville 38 14 9 196 155 85
Winnipeg 37 16 9 208 164 83
Minnesota 35 20 7 188 174 77
Dallas 35 23 4 184 164 74
St. Louis 34 25 4 173 164 72
Colorado 33 24 5 190 186 71
Chicago 27 28 8 178 179 62

Pacific Division
Las Vegas 41 16 5 217 169 87
San Jose 33 21 9 182 176 75
Anaheim 31 21 12 176 178 74
Los Angeles 34 24 5 180 157 73
Calgary 32 22 9 182 185 73
Edmonton 27 31 4 177 204 58
Vancouver 24 32 7 168 204 55
Arizona 18 34 10 148 205 46
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L)

Columbus 5, Washington 1; Philadelphia 1, Montreal 0 (SO); Tampa
Bay 4, Toronto 3 (SO); Colorado 3, Vancouver 1; Los Angeles 3, Las
Vegas 2 (OT).

Lightning goalie Vasilevskiy credited with 27 saves

Colorado beat 
Vancouver 
in Denver

LONDON: Reece Topley has become the latest
England international to switch his focus from first-
class cricket to the white-ball game, following in the
footsteps of Adil Rashid and Alex Hales.

The fast bowler, who has played 10 one-day interna-
tionals and six Twenty20 matches for England, has
penned a contract with Hampshire for the 2018 season
during which he will only play limited-overs cricket.

“Hampshire Cricket can announce that seamer
Reece Topley has signed a white-ball contract with the
club for the 2018 season,” the club said in a statement.

“Topley, who joined Hampshire at the end of 2015,
penned the new deal in December as part of a pro-
gramme to help maximise his playing opportunities
while preventing injury throughout the course of the
season.” The left-armer’s 2017 season was ravaged by
injury and he did not play after July due to a stress
fracture in his back following an earlier hand problem.

“It has been a frustrating time for me as a young
bowler,” said the 24-year-old. “It is hoped that this pro-
posal will assist me by preventing further injury as my
body matures.

“Going forward, I do hope to return to red-ball
cricket and still harbour ambitions of being the first
left-arm fast bowler to take 100 Test wickets for
England but that remains a long-term goal.”

Batsman Hales announced last week he had signed a
new limited-overs contract with Nottinghamshire after
England leg-spinner Rashid said he would focus solely
on white-ball cricket for Yorkshire this season.

The moves are likely to strengthen fears that
England’s top limited-overs internationals could aban-
don first-class, or red-ball, cricket, which includes five-
day Test matches, in favour of playing in lucrative
domestic Twenty20 competitions around the world.

But England’s Jos Buttler, currently on tour in New
Zealand, still hopes for a return to Test cricket.

“I haven’t played a great deal of red-ball cricket
recently. Whether that opportunity comes (depends on)
performance,” he was reported as saying in the
Guardian newspaper. “I think at the back-end of this
year I’ll be available for quite a lot of (County)
Championship cricket-so if I’m going to get back in
that’s when I need to score runs.” — AFP

England’s Topley 
signs white-ball 
deal with Hampshire

CHICAGO: File photo shows  Alex Ovechkin #8 of the Washington Capitals turns with the puck behind the
Chicago Blackhawks net at the United Center in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP

DUBAI: Ford, The LEGO Group and rally specialists M-
Sport revealed a new model from the LEGOSpeed
Champions range that is set to bring the thrill of the ral-
ly stage to living room floors- the title-winning M-
Sport Ford Fiesta WRC rally car.

The designers at LEGO have recreated the striking
looks of the M-Sport Ford Fiesta WRC car complete
with powerful wheel arches and dramatic front and rear
spoilers.  The new set includes a choice of wheel trims,

two interchangeable bonnets - one featuring spotlights
for night driving, authentic miniature race-graphics and
a driver mini figure with helmet and racing overalls that
can be placed inside the car through the removable
windshield. When complete, the 203-piece Ford Fiesta
M-Sport WRC LEGOSpeed Champions model meas-
ures 6 centimetres (2 inches) high and wide, and 13cen-
timetres (5 inches) long.

“With two World Rally Championship titles and five
rally victories in 2017, it’s hard to think of a more wor-
thy addition to the LEGOSpeed Champions range than
the M-Sport Ford Fiesta WRC car”, said Mark
Rushbrook, Ford global director of Motorsport. “The
LEGOSpeed Champions series is a fun way to cele-
brate the success of Ford cars in motorsport. We hope
it will inspire future generations of car designers, engi-
neers and rally drivers.” 

The M-Sport Ford Fiesta WRC car last year pow-
ered to victory in both the FIA World Rally
Championship Drivers’ and Manufacturers’ competi-
tions, driven by Sebastien Ogier and co-driver Julien

Ingrassia, who are driving for the new M-Sport Ford
World Rally Team this year alongside upcoming talent
Elfyn Evans co-driver Daniel Barritt.

Powered by Ford’s 1.6-litre EcoBoost petrol engine,
the real-life M-Sport Ford Fiesta WRC rally car has
already started the 2018 World Rally Championship
season in winning-style with victory for Ogier and
Ingrassia at Rallye Monte-Carlo in January. 

Ford and LEGO have also introduced a new 1968
Ford Mustang Fastback model to the LEGOSpeed
Champions range. The 184-piece kit features green
bodywork with gold-coloured wheels and comes with a
timing board, race-graphics stickers, removable wind-
screen and a mini figure driver wearing a classic-style
racing suit. The iconic Ford GT40 and new Ford GT
racing cars that won Le Mans 24 Hours in 1966 and
2016 are also available as part of the LEGOSpeed
Champions collection. The new LEGOSpeed
Champions M-Sport Ford Fiesta WRC rally car and
1968 Mustang Fastback will be available to order at
LEGO.com/shop from March 1, 2018.  

Ford Fiesta WRC
rally car joins
LEGOSpeed 
champions range


