
BARCELONA: Four-time Formula One world champi-
on Lewis Hamilton sat out the second day of pre-sea-
son testing yesterday after Mercedes said they want-
ed to make the most of good weather with rain
threatening.

The Briton had been due to take over from Finnish
team mate Valtteri Bottas in the afternoon at the
Circuit de Catalunya but Mercedes said a decision had
been made to continue with one driver. The usual
break for lunch was aban-
doned.

“This is to maximise our
mileage after the poor track
conditions limited running
this morning,” Mercedes
said on Twitter. “Mileage is
king in #F1Testing, so we
want to make the most of
the current conditions. A
driver swap would require
switching out seat, pedals,
even stickers when we could
be out on track.”

Hamilton completed only 25 laps on a cold and wet
Monday afternoon, with snow later in the evening and
temperatures plummeting.  “It’s great to be back in the
car after three months off, but unfortunately we didn’t
get the chance to complete many laps today owing to
the bad weather,” he had said on Monday evening.

“The track was very cold in the afternoon, meaning
it was tough to get any sort of heat into the tyres. The
tyres weren’t really working in these temperatures, so I
could not get a real feel for them.

“It’s hard for me to say a whole lot about the car
because I did not drive it for a long time, but the initial
feeling is good.”

The forecast for today is wet and teams have been
considering adding an extra day to testing to compen-

sate for the missed track
time.  Williams have a private
filming session scheduled for
the circuit on Friday so any
extra day would probably
have to be added next week.

Hamilton missed the final
day of the first test last year,
making clear that time that
he was not a big fan of wet
weather tyres. “I might fake
a pulled muscle in the morn-
ing and let Valtteri do it,” he

had said then. Bottas was top of the Tuesday lunchtime
timesheets, with 43 laps under his belt and a best time
of one minute 20.270 seconds. McLaren had a better
morning than Monday, when Fernando Alonso’s car
lost a wheel and crashed into the gravel, with Belgian
Stoffel Vandoorne second fastest and with 32 laps to
his credit. — Reuters
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Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah 
Al-Sabah annual shooting 
tourney kicks off tomorrow
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Annual
Shooting tournament will kick off tomorrow at Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex for three days in the Olympic 10
Air pistol and rifle, 50 m pistol and rifle and archery for both men and
women.

Secretary General of Arab and Kuwait Shooting Federations Obaid
Al-Osaimi said the club is keen on organizing the tournament as it car-
ries the name of someone who has many contributions in various fields
to his country at the political, economic and social levels, as well as
support of Kuwaiti athletes.

Al-Osaimi said the Sheikh
Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah
Cup annual tournament has
a special status for the
Kuwait Shooting
Community, as all remember
the contribution of Sheikh
Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to the Shooting
Club since its start, and
backed this noble sport until
it was able to make all
achievements for our dear
country Kuwait. He said
Kuwait Shooting Sport Club
is keen on organizing the
tournament annually in
recognition of Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah contributions.

Al-Osaimi, thanked Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
for supporting Kuwait Shooting and lauded the role of the organizing
committee.

Williams losing
sponsor Martini 
at end of year
BARCELONA: Martini will be ending
its title sponsorship of Williams at the
end of the season and leaving Formula
One, the team’s deputy principal Claire
Williams said yesterday.

The partnership between the drinks
brand and former world champions is
entering its fifth year and had been up
for renewal.

“Martini are leaving us at the end of
this year,” Williams told reporters dur-
ing Formula One testing at the Circuit
de Catalunya.

“It’s the end of their contract and we
have been in discussions with them for
many months now about an extension
beyond 2018.

“They are withdrawing not just from
Williams but the whole of Formula One,
so you won’t see them on another team
in 2019,” she added.

Williams, a family-owned team who
won nine constructors championships
between 1980 and 1997, last won a
race in 2012 and major sponsors like
Martini make an important contribution
to the overall budget.

Claire Williams said it was important
to have the resources to go racing but
that might not mean looking for anoth-
er title partner.

“We are financially stable at the
moment...and we are not unduly con-
cerned about them leaving,” she added. 

There have been some drawbacks
with the Martini deal, however, with
alcohol regulations limiting the use of
under-25 drivers in some jurisdictions.

Williams have the youngest lineup in
Formula One, with 19-year-old
Canadian Lance Stroll and 22-year-old
Russian Sergey Sirotkin.

The former is the son of a billionaire
and the other is backed by an oligarch
with close ties to Russian president
Vladimir Putin.

The team also have Poland’s Robert
Kubica, 33, as reserve and 25-year-old
Briton Oliver Rowland as ‘official young
driver’. Williams said Martini had been
fully supportive of the driver choice
and that had not been a factor in
Martini’s decision.

“I suppose next year it gives us the
freedom to do what we need to do
without having to worry about any age
limit,” she added. Most Formula One
teams have struggled to attract spon-
sors of late and Williams said brands
had a far greater choice of marketing
platforms available now.

“I do think Formula One probably
needs to work harder as a collective,”
she added. — Reuters

“We went through a really wonder-
ful period where this was the ultimate
for putting your marketing campaigns.
I think we probably do need to work a
bit harder to make sure we’re deliver-
ing for all partners that come into this
sport.” — Reuters

MONTMELO: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton drives at the Circuit de Catalunya on Monday in Montmelo on the
outskirts of Barcelona during the first day of the first week of tests for the Formula One Grand Prix season. — AFP

MotoGP world champion,
Marc Marquez, new 
Tissot ambassador
PARIS: Marc Marquez is the youngest ever four-time MotoGP World
Champion, one-time Moto2 and one-time 125cc World Champion and
an accomplished new member of the Tissot family. His endurance, skill
and determination to be the best make him the ideal ambassador for
Tissot, the Official Timekeeper of MotoGP.

Marc Marquez celebrated his most recent victory in 2017, in a
nail-biting championship race against Andrea Dovizioso which saw
Marquez power to victory in the final round. Even early in his career,
his exceptional ability stood out, and he was delighted to take his
place on the podium in his rookie 125cc class campaign in 2008. He
won the Championship in 2010 and moved up to Moto2(tm) the fol-
lowing year, but it was not always smooth sailing. His determination
to overcome obstacles became clear in 2011 when a crash during
practice for the Malaysian Grand Prix disrupted his training and
forced him to miss that race and the remaining races without being
able to fight for the Championship. After undergoing surgery to
repair his vision, Marc Marquez made the most of the small prepara-
tion time he had left to turn his season into an exceptional one and
achieve the 2012 Moto2 World Championship in the Australian
Grand Prix. Since then, the victories have not stopped. The following
year saw Marquez’s debut in the MotoGP category, replacing Casey
Stoner for the Repsol Honda Team, winning the second MotoGP
race and - impressively for a rookie - taking the Championship. In
2014 he defended his title, and in 2016, again, he was crowned
Champion. He begins this year as reigning Champion with the will to
fight to keep his title and eager to prove his position within the
Repsol Honda team yet again. 

Francois Thiebaud, President of Tissot, has delighted in watching
the accomplished rider’s career go from strength to strength: “We are
honoured to welcome Marc Marquez into the Tissot family. Again and
again he has demonstrated his passion for racing and keen determina-
tion to work hard, qualities we value above all else at Tissot. The
Tissot family shares the same fighting spirit. We take our relationship
with MotoGP and our role as Official Timekeeper extremely seriously,
and we are fortified by our partnerships with such talented athletes as
Marc Marquez.”

Marc Marquez is equally as excited by the new alliance, and says: 

“I am really happy and it’s a pleasure to be part of Tissot’s family. I
am proud to join this important brand with a large history in the
MotoGPTM Championship. I have great memories thanks to the
watches I received after achieving Pole Positions since 2008. I have a
collection of them in my house. I hope to win more watches here-
inafter. I am sure Tissot and I will continue improving and experience
many successes together. “

To the new champion in the family, Tissot says welcome!

Marc Marquez

Obaid Al-Osaimi 

Renault will 
hold Red Bull 
to May deadline 
on 2019 engine
BARCELONA: Renault will hold Red Bull
to a May deadline to decide what
Formula One engine they will use in 2019,
the French manufacturer said yesterday.
Renault are supplying McLaren and Red
Bull this year as well as their own factory
outfit, but Renault Sport F1 managing
director Cyril Abiteboul said going down
to two teams would be no problem.

“We’ve always said that to be an
engine supplier is a very bad business,”
he told reporters during testing at the
Circuit de Catalunya. The Formula One
sporting regulations stipulate that the
four power unit manufacturers must
inform the governing FIA in May of the
preceding season which teams they
have a supply agreement with. Anyone
without an agreement will be supplied
by the manufacturer with fewest teams
- which effectively means Honda since
the Japanese company only supplies
Red Bull-owned Toro Rosso at present.
Mercedes and Ferrari  both supply
three teams. 

Red Bull won four titles in a row with
Renault engines between 2010 and 2013

but the relationship soured with the
introduction of the current V6 turbo
hybrid units and an era of Mercedes
domination.

It was strained almost to breaking
point in 2015 and Red Bull, who have
Australian Daniel Ricciardo and Dutch
youngster Max Verstappen as drivers,
then re-branded the Renault engines as
Tag Heuer.  “We are not going to hang
around forever,” Abiteboul said.  “I know
what (Red Bull team boss) Christian
(Horner) is referring to when he says that
he has options. He’s absolutely right. But
one thing that is clear is planning.

“At the end of May there needs to be
some clarity as to who is supplying
which team. As far as we are concerned,
that will be our deadline.” The season
starts on March 25 in Australia but
Horner has expressed concern, despite
his car being fastest when testing started
on Monday, after Renault said they
would put reliability before performance
for the first few races.

Abiteboul said being an engine
provider was an often thankless task but
the rules, with a driver’s allocation
reduced to three units from four, made
reliability even more important. “It’s a
no-brainer that this is what you have to
put as a priority,” he said.

“The key message is that the fact of
being reliable opens up more options in
terms of performance. The two go
together. When you work on reliability,
you actually work on performance also,”
added the Frenchman. — Reuters

Formula E to show races 
live on Twitter in Japan 
TOKYO: Formula E races will be streamed live on Twitter in Japan
from the next ePrix in Mexico this weekend, the electric series
announced yesterday.

“This partnership with Twitter is a first for the series and an area
we’re looking to expand in the future,” Formula E’s media and busi-
ness development director Ali Russell said in a statement.

Japan is an important market for the series with Nissan set to enter
next season and some of the country’s top drivers, such as last year’s
Indianapolis 500 winner Takuma Sato, competing in the past.

Formula E, which races in cities around the world, held its inaugural
race in 2014 and is now in its fourth season. 

Live-streaming has been one of Twitter’s biggest focus areas since
last year as it seeks to attract new users. Twitter announced last
month it was partnering with Twenty First Century Fox Inc’s Fox
Sports to stream a live show on this year’s soccer World Cup in
Russia. The company also has a multi-year deal with the US  National
Football League to live-stream pre-game coverage as well as a 30-
minute show. — Reuters


