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Govt ready to present vision to
unify public sector salaries: MP

Housing projects form a large segment of Kuwait’s development plan: Official
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Government representatives
informed the parliament’s ‘replacement and
employment’ committee that a vision is
ready to unify salaries of public sector staff,
while job descriptions of 4,000 positions
have been set to be submitted to the parlia-
ment as part of the strategic payroll bill,
MP Saleh Ashour said. Whether the gov-
ernment is serious or not on passing the bill
will be clear during its next meeting with
the parliamentary financial affairs commit-
tee, Ashour noted. 

The new job descriptions will only apply
to those recruited in the public sector after
the law is passed and published in the offi-
cial gazette, Ashour said. In addition, a law
on regulating senior positions will be final-
ized in parallel with the strategic payroll bill
in order to set the maximum wage for sen-
ior state officials in the positions of assis-
tant undersecretaries and higher at KD
6,000, in addition to cancelling all other
allowances and incentives for them, the
lawmaker pointed out. 

Residential areas
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare

(PAHW) plans new residential areas for citi-
zens with both service and investment ele-
ments, as housing projects form a large seg-

ment of the state’s development plan,
PAHW’s official spokesperson Ibrahim Al-
Nashi said. A new system was used to
update the list of housing application, Nashi
said, adding that the number of housing wel-
fare applications had dropped from 110,000
to 96,000 thanks to the housing units dis-
tributed in recent years. Applicants have to
be present in Kuwait to have units allocated
to them, with a few exceptions for diplomats
and scholars abroad, Nashi said.

Credit Bank
Kuwait Credit Bank’s Deputy Chairman

and General Manager Salah Al-Mudhaf
stressed that construction of the bank’s new
headquarters in South Surra is proceeding
according to schedule, adding that the build-
ing is expected to be officially completed and
handed over during the first half of 2020.
Speaking to reporters following a tour of the
site, Mudhaf said construction is progressing
well and that the damage caused by a fire
last Ramadan has been restored. He noted
that an international firm specialized in
studying fires was hired to examine the
affected parts of the site and determine the
best ways to undo its effects. He added that
remarkable efforts had been exerted to over-
come the fire incident and make up for the
time lost. 

Mudhaf said studies showed that the

parking building had not been affected by
the fire and that work was in progress in the
basement. Moreover, he stressed that touring
the site during the national anniversaries was
a message of appreciation to those who
work around the clock - even on holidays
and vacations - to meet the project’s sched-
ule. Representative of the project manager
Ali Dashti said around 35 percent of the
project has been completed. He added that
changing orders had to be made to repair the
damage caused by the fire, noting that the
entire cost was covered by insurance.  

KD 14,820
A court issued a ruling in favor of a citizen

working for the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCI), entitling him to judicial

powers, and incentive allowances retroac-
tively since April 1, 2012 - a total sum of KD
14,820, Al-Rowwad Legal Consultancy’s
lawyer Nasser Al-Ajmi said yesterday.

MP Saleh Ashour

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: A policeman suffered a bro-
ken foot when a driverless car struck him
in Um Al-Haiman. The car owner was lat-
er arrested after he escaped from traffic
police, leaving the car’s transmission in
neutral. A security source explained that
while a squad car was passing through
the area, a car whose driver committed
several traffic violations was noticed. But
the driver did not heed orders to stop
and drove off instead. He then stopped in
front of his house and disappeared, leav-
ing his car running. While the policeman
was checking the car, it started rolling
and broke his foot. Detectives later
arrested the suspect and sent him to
concerned authorities. Interior Ministry’s
Undersecretary Lt Gen Mahmoud Al-
Dousary visited the injured officer at
Adan Hospital yesterday to check on his
condition.

Building fire
Firemen evacuated a residential com-

plex yesterday as fire raged in a fifth
floor apartment. Farwaniya and Subhan
fire stations responded to a call and
dealt with the blaze. No injuries were
reported.

Thieves at large
Police are looking for three thieves

who stabbed and robbed an Indian man
in Sulaibiya. The victim, who suffered
several injuries, was taken to Farwaniya
Hospital and admitted inside the inten-
sive care unit in a stable condition. The
victim said KD 436 and 500 Indian
rupees were stolen from him.

Revelers arrested
Three young men were involved in a

fight as they were celebrating the
national days. A security source said
one of the men was angry with another
for throwing a water balloon on him and
a third intervened, leading to a fight
that police broke up. Policemen discov-
ered that the three, all citizens, were
under the influence of drugs. The three
were arrested and sent to concerned
authorities.

Smugglings foiled
Customs officers foiled three sepa-

rate attempts to smuggle out various
food supplies by three persons, two
Egyptians and one Jordanian, and all
were arrested for attempting to smug-
gle subsidized goods. The items includ-
ed milk powder, oil, rice, tomato paste
and others.

Fake cop caught
A Syrian man impersonating as a

detective was arrested by Jahra police in
Kabd. Patrol police found the suspect in
his car, and when he was questioned,
they discovered that he was under the
influence of drugs. The suspect had
shabu (meth) and a police flasher, which
he used it to impersonate detectives and
rob expats. He was sent to concerned
authorities.

Officer hurt
in reckless
driver’s chase

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lt Gen Mahmoud Al-Dousary
visits a injured officer at Adan Hospital yesterday.

Firemen tackle a blaze reported in a fifth floor apartment yesterday.

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training
(PAAET) has launched the ‘Light and
Hope Corner’ at the library of Basic
Education College, to help students
with special needs the PAAET
announced yesterday. The initiative aims
to assist students obtain and enhance
their academic, research, educational
and social capabilities, PAAET Assistant
Dean for Students Affairs Dr Latifa Al-
Kandari said in a press statement. It
includes a multitude of general and spe-

cialized books, and encyclopedias, cov-
ering science, religion and education
and other fields, she added.  It also
offers many audio and Braille books, she
added. This is an ambitious program in
Arabic and English to support the stu-
dents with special needs at the College,
as well as library visitors, giving them
access to various sources of knowledge,
Kandari said. — KUNA
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