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KUWAIT: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
has launched a donation campaign for Syrians trapped
in Eastern Ghouta after recent incidents in the area.
The campaign comes in solidarity with Syrians in the
region who are experiencing hard conditions, KRCS
Secretary General Maha Al-Barjas said yesterday.  The
society’s cadres and volunteers have been mobilized to
secure success for the aid drive, she added.

The KRCS has offered food aid to the Ghouta peo-
ple over the past two days, in cooperation with the
Turkish relief foundation, Barjas said. She added that
humanitarian efforts would continue to support the
afflicted people. According to Barjas, the KRCS is one
of the “most capable” agencies to deliver humanitarian
aid to the people in Ghouta thanks to the long and deep
experience the society’s cadres and staff enjoy. She

urged citizens and expats, and public and private insti-
tutions to take part in the four-day campaign at the
KRCS’s headquarters, to help alleviate sufferings of the
Syrian people.

EU thanks Kuwait
Separately, the European Union expressed its thanks

to Kuwait for exerting all efforts to get a consensus on
an UNSC resolution for a ceasefire in Syria on Saturday.
“I would like to thank Kuwait the role that it played as a
chair of the (UNSC) Council,” EU High Representative
Federica Mogherini told a press conference after a
meeting of EU foreign ministers on Monday in Brussels.
She also thanked all EU members which are currently
members of the Security Council “for working night and
day literally for achieving consensus on resolution that

for us is very important, in particular Sweden. “We
expect a full and immediate implementation of the
UNSC,” said the EU foreign policy chief.

Mogherini said she will send a letter to the three for-
eign ministers of the guarantors of the Astana process -
Russia, Iran and Turkey - to work for the implementa-
tion of UNSC resolution 2401. She noted that the
implementation of the de-escalation zones was decided
in Astana, Kazakhstan, and for which they have a role to
play.  UNSC approved resolution 2401 - co-sponsored
by Kuwait and Sweden - to establish a 30-day truce in
Syria to allow delivery of humanitarian aid for the
needy. The humanitarian situation in Syria, especially in
Eastern Ghouta, has been deteriorating and the interna-
tional community has been appealing for a cessation of
hostilities to help the civilians. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness
the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah thanked all
Kuwaitis and residents
who congratulated His
Highness on the
National Day and the
Liberation Day through
cables and phone calls.
In this occasion, His
Highness Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad noted the
heroism and sacrifice of
Kuwait’s martyrs, who
defended their country
with their own lives. He
also hoped Kuwait
would see more devel-
opment under the leadership of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday a cable
of congratulations to the King of Morocco
Mohammad VI after the success of an operation he
underwent in Paris, France, praying to Allah Almighty
to bestow him with everlasting health and wellness. His
Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables. — KUNA
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VIENNA: Chairman of Kuwait’s IICO Dr
Abdullah Al-Maatouq addressing a KAICIID-
hosted international conference.—KUNA

Kuwait advocates
tolerance, interfaith
peace: Official 
VIENNA: The Vienna-based King Abdullah
International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural
Dialogue (KAICIID) is instrumental in promoting inter-
faith harmony and cross-cultural co-existence, a
Kuwaiti official said yesterday. Addressing a KAICIID-
hosted international conference on “Interfaith Dialogue
for Peace”, Chairman of Kuwait’s International Islamic
Charitable Organization (IICO) Dr Abdullah Al-
Maatouq said the meeting was a testament to the cen-
ter’s contributions towards cultural interaction and fel-
lowship between people of different faiths.  The Amiri
Diwan Advisor cited ongoing turmoil in many parts of
the world, which underscores the need of such events
that provide a platform for dialogue over efforts to root
out violence and espouse the merits of harmony.
Maatouq went on to express hope that the conference
would yield concrete plans to build peace among reli-
gions and reject all forms of intolerance and bigotry. Up
to 250 delegates from 50 countries are taking part in
the conference that kicked off on Monday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: British
Ambassador Michael
Davenport released the
following statement, con-
gratulating Kuwait on its
57th National Day and
27th Liberation Day: “I
would like to congratulate
His Highness the Amir and
the people of Kuwait on
Kuwait’s National Day and
Liberation Day. Kuwait and
the United Kingdom have
enjoyed ties of friendship
for over two hundred and
fifty years. Next year
marks the 120th anniver-
sary of the Treaty of
Friendship between our two countries. Since Kuwait’s
independence, our relations have gone from strength to
strength in all fields. And the United Kingdom has been
proud to stand by Kuwait as an ally and friend in diffi-
cult times. I have been struck in my first few months
here by the breadth and depth of our very precious
relationship. We have every reason to be confident that
it will continue to prosper for future generations.”
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DODOMA: Tanzanian Vice President Samia Hassan yes-
terday heaped praise on Kuwait for its profound contri-
butions towards humanitarian causes, saying she was
grateful for Kuwait as a benefactor to her country.
Hassan’s remarks came during a donation drive organ-
ized by Kuwait’s embassy in the African nation to raise
funds for medical aid, read a statement by the Kuwaiti
mission.  The Tanzanian official pointed out that the aid
has been allocated for disabled people and others who
desperately need it, the statement noted.  Meanwhile,
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Tanzania Jassim Najem revealed
that his country is financing a $500,000 aid program for
the disabled, particularly, people suffering from Albinism.
He went on to say that Kuwaiti aid will continue to pour
into Tanzania, in yet another altruistic endeavor that
gives much credence to the country’s UN-bestowed
moniker of “humanitarian center.” — KUNA
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DODOMA: Tanzanian Vice President Samia Hassan (center) inspects a wheelchair donated by
Kuwait’s embassy, as Kuwait’s Ambassador to Tanzania Jassim Najem (right) looks on. — KUNA

RIYADH: Officials from Kuwait and Aden signed an
agreement to transport water from Abyan to Aden to
permanently address the water supply problem in the
Yemeni port city. The agreement, signed by the ‘Kuwait
By Your Side Campaign’ and Public Authority for Water
and Local Rule in Aden, aimed at fixing the water
pipeline which transports water from Al-Ro’a well, in
Abyan governorate, to Aden via the province of Lahj.
The campaign said in a statement the 58-kilometer-
long pipeline is designed to transport 13,000-15,000
cubic meters of water every day.

The campaign “is designed to improve infrastructure
and services through many projects, including the
water project which link Abyan with Aden,” Ghassan
Al-Zamki, representative from Aden Governorate, said
in a statement. He said the project, part of many
Kuwait-funded ventures nationwide, would end water
crisis which was caused by the hostilities, that
destroyed pipelines and water wells.  Tawfiq Hussein,
who represent the campaign, said the project “will end
the water crisis in Aden, and it is one of the urgent
interventions by the campaign.” Hussein said the cam-

paign renovated over 35 water wells in Abyan gover-
norate, and installed pumps to provide fresh water for
people and irrigation. Kuwait By Your Side Campaign

has been carrying out many water projects in Abyan, in
addition to providing food, education and health serv-
ices, and shelters for the homeless. — KUNA
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RIYADH: Officials from Kuwait and Yemen sign an agreement to transport water to Aden.— KUNA

CAIRO: Fighting terrorism and terrorist organizations
is a task that should be undertaken by all Arab states,
the Arab League affirmed yesterday. Ambassador
Fadhel Jawad, Assistant Secretary General for Legal
Affairs, made that statement during the 23rd meeting of
Arab terrorism experts. Ambassador Jawad indicated
the necessity to dry up terrorism resources by imple-
menting relevant Arab treaties “which constitute the
main foundation for common efforts at this level in
addition to cooperation with regional and international
organizations.” Confronting terrorism and its various
forms and means has become the international commu-
nity main preoccupation, Ambassador Jawad said.

Terrorism does not only target a specific state or
region and its destructive outcome cross borders of
states and continents, added the assistant secretary
general in his statement at the meeting. The session’s
agenda tackles combating and annihilating terrorism,
phenomenon of foreign terrorist fighters and examining
its impact on Arab states as well as means of con-
fronting it, he added. He also indicated that the Arab
states could coordinate within framework of the Arab
Treaty on Combating Cybercrime to combat these vio-
lent groups.

Health summit 
Separately, Kuwait’s Health Minister Sheikh Dr

Bassel Al-Sabah arrived in Cairo yesterday to head his
country’s delegation to the 49th session of the Arab
Health Ministers Council, which begins today. The
Kuwaiti minister, along with a delegation accompanying
him, were received upon arrival by Kuwait’s Permanent

Representative to the Arab League Ambassador Ahmad
Al-Baker. The Arab Health Ministers are expected to
discuss a number of pressing issues facing the health-
care industry in the region, in a meeting that will also
shed light on Arab physicians’ most notable accom-
plishments.

Peace process
In other news, a number of Arab foreign ministers

expressed their satisfaction over the outcome of a min-
isterial-level meeting on
Monday between the
Arab League and the
European Union which
focused on ways to
revive the Middle East
Peace Process.  “The
meeting underlined the
convergence of the
views of the EU and the
Arab countries on the
importance of the con-
tinuation of efforts to
achieve peace in the
Middle East within the
agreed international framework towards a final solu-
tion,” Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shourky told a
group of Arab journalists after the meeting this evening.
He noted that Jerusalem is a pivotal issue not only for
the Arab and Muslim world, but for the whole interna-
tional community. 

There are international resolutions on the status of
Jerusalem which prohibit any recognition of Jerusalem
that changes the legal position of Jerusalem, he added.
Palestinian Minister of Foreign Affairs Riyad Al-Maliki
said that the Palestinian people are ready for negotia-
tions but on a totally different basis and stressed that
“we will not return to the past situation where the US
dominated the peace process.” “We, the EU and the
Arab League must work together for a solution based
on two-states and there is big convergence of position

on this,” he said.
“We must send a strong signal from this meeting to

the US administration that it must take into considera-
tion a number of issues before presenting any possible
plans.  like the recognition of East Jerusalem as the
capital of a  Palestine state, 1967 borders, stop to set-
tlements ,” said Maliki. He warned that if the US does
not take these issues into consideration, nobody will
accept any US initiatives.

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir also said that
the position of the EU
and the Arab League
were similar regarding
the peace and process
and added that the two
sides will continue their
efforts to revive the
peace process.

Jordanian Foreign
Minister Ayman Safadi,
who chairs the Arab
League Committee on
Jerusalem, said the Arab
position on Jerusalem is
clear that East Jerusalem

is the capital of a Palestinian state, and added that the
final status of Jerusalem should be decided through
direct negotiations based on international legality.  “We
are worried about the situation in Jerusalem,” he said
referring to the decision by the heads of the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre, considered the holiest site in
Christianity, to shut its doors Sunday to protest against
a new tax and a Israeli legislation that will allow the
government to confiscate lands sold by the church.  The
Israeli step threatens the existence of Christianity in
Jerusalem, the Arab existence in Jerusalem and the
Arab-Muslim-Christian identity, he warned.  “Our
meeting with the EU is a proof that we all agree on the
Arab strategic choice for peace but to achieve this the
Palestinians must have their own state with East
Jerusalem as its capital,” he added. — KUNA
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