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Musicians paraded through Tokyo streets yes-
terday as women in gauzy gowns gave flow-
ers to female passersby to try to persuade

Japanese men to ‘say it with flowers’ on Valentine’s
Day, a rare practice in a land where women typically
give chocolates to men. Ever since Valentine’s Day
took off in Japan some four decades ago, the holiday
has been celebrated with a twist: women buy choco-
lates and gifts for men, including bosses and col-
leagues as well as lovers and spouses. Some men
return the favour a month later on “White Day”.

Performers from art collective “NAKED” wanted to
give men a glimpse of how happy women could be to
receive a bouquet. They plan to hand out 1,000 flow-
ers over two days. “In Japan, culturally, most men are
too shy to give flowers to the people whom they cher-
ish, but we wanted to transmit a new tradition where
men can give flowers, especially on a special day like
Valentine’s Day,” said event organizer Sayaka Kanzaki.

Shopper Yoko Kinugasa liked the idea. “For women
especially, receiving flowers is a happy thing,” she
said.  Another female shopper, Aika Akahori, said she’s

never received flowers in her life. To her, Valentine’s
Day means baking and planning to take her husband
on a date. “It is difficult to tell Japanese men ‘Can I
have flowers,’ but if there is a man who’d do that, I
would welcome it,” she said.

Company executive Yoshiyuki Shimada, who was
buying flowers at a flower shop, did not seem con-
vinced.  “I already received chocolates so I will give
something back in return. 

If I received chocolates, I will give back choco-
lates,” he said. “These flowers are for my office

because clients are coming.” Earlier this month,
Belgian confection maker Godiva took aim at the
Japanese custom of “giri choco”, or obligation choco-
late, that pressures women to give sweets to their male
colleagues and bosses.

On Feb 1 Godiva took out a full-page newspaper ad
calling for an end to the practice. Noting that some
women hate the tradition, the ad - headlined “Japan,
let’s stop ‘giri choco’” - said, “Valentine’s Day is the
day people convey their true feelings, not the day
people coordinate relationships at work.” — Reuters

Dancers, musicians urge Japanese men to 
‘say it with flowers’ on Valentine’s Day

The Las Vegas airport has given new
meaning to rushing to make a connec-
tion, offering quickie wedding licenses

for lovebirds desperate to get hitched on
Valentine’s Day. Clark County, the authority
that administers Sin City’s weddings, has

opened a pop-up marriage license bureau by a
baggage carousel at McCarran International
Airport.  On Saturday a steady stream of cou-
ples arrived at the office-open through
February 17 — to get their marriages off the
ground without all the fuss. “I’m really excited
that they actually did this, because it’s a lot
more stress having to come through the airport,

then get to the county clerk’s office, wait in
line,” said Stefanie, of Dallas, Texas, who was
marrying partner Kisha.

“So this was really painless and really quick.
So, very convenient.” The US desert oasis
known for all-night gambling, extravagant
shows and no-holds-barred boozing has for
decades also been a magnet for couples from
around the world looking to tie the knot quickly
and cheaply-the kitschier the ceremony, the
better. The pop-up office’s $77 licenses are
good for all of Vegas’s famous venues, including
the Cannabis Chapel, Elvis Chapel, Chapel in the
Clouds and the Viva Las Vegas Wedding

Chapel. The wedding industry contributes more
than $2 billion annually to the local economy
and Clark County issues about 80,000 licenses
a year-more than any other office in the country. 

Around 1,500 of those are issued for
Valentine’s-about double the rate for a normal
day-with more than one in every 25 US mar-
riages taking place in Vegas.  

Al  and Gai l  Murphy, from Alberta, in
Canada, were among the customers taking
advantage of the office Saturday. “It was
super convenient to have this set up here, the
marriage license bureau,” said Gail, proudly
brandishing a white package emblazoned
with red hearts containing the document.
“And I love the envelope,” she said. “We’re

all set up. We just have to go have fun and
show up on the day.”

Valentine’s is expected to be particularly
busy this year as it comes two days before the
Lunar New Year, celebrated by China and other
Asian countries. 

For Americans, the date marks the start of
the President’s Day long weekend. Excited
Brandi, from Houston, Texas, clutched her
intended husband-to-be, Jeff, as she revealed
that she hadn’t slept for two days.  “I’ve been
trying to sleep, and I just lay there wide
awake,” she told AFP. “I don’t know, I’ve known
this guy like 20 years. I don’t know why I feel
like I just met him I guess. But it’s awesome, I’m
very happy.” — AFP

Valentines get quickie marriage
licenses at Las Vegas airport

The Clark County Clerk’s Office operates a temporary pop-up marriage license office at McCarran
International Airport in Las Vegas on February 12, 2018. — AFP photos

Red roses are seen on the Clark 
County Clerk’s Office.

Employee Bianca Dozal offers a bracelet gift to
Teaira Thompson and James Anderson of

Burlington, Iowa, who completed their paperwork
as the Clark County Clerk’s Office operates a 
temporary pop-up marriage license office at

McCarran International Airport.

To mark Valentine’s Day, Reuters photog-
raphers documented the stories of over
20 couples from around the globe. Their

stories run the gamut from storybook high
school romances to the more unconventional,
such as finding love after an acid attack.  They
include Nhuchhe Bahadur Amatya, 76, a retired
accountant at the Nepal Electricity Authority
and his wife Raywoti Devi Amatya, 74, a house-
wife. Nhuchhe was 17 and Raywoti 15 when
they wed in an arranged marriage 59 years ago.

“I saw Raywoti for the first time at my home
after we officially got married, during the wed-

ding her face was covered with a Ghumto
(veil),” said Nchuchhe.For Haidar Ali Moracho,
20, a transgender man from Spain, his relation-
ship with girlfriend Coral Ibanez began online
and had to be kept secret from their families for
five years.

“It was very hard. There were times I
thought it would be less painful if we broke up,
but I couldn’t. Together until death do us part,”
he said. When Indian acid attack victim
Pramodini Roul suddenly regained her sight,
years after she was attacked, the first thing she
saw was her partner, Saroj. “I was flying with

Saroj and suddenly started seeing things clear-
ly. That was the first time I saw Saroj’s face. I
had never imagined that I would be able to see
Saroj in my lifetime,” she said. True love’s path
ran smoother for 37-year-old New Yorker Chad
Ostrum. On his first day at college, he glanced
through a door and a girl unpacking boxes
caught his eye, so he went back to get a better
look at the woman who would become his wife
and the mother of their daughter. “Through
three states, long-distance dating, high times,
low moments and 19 years later, we now share a
home, a little girl and a life.”— Reuters

Wider Image: The different faces of love

Pramodini Roul, 24,
an acid attack 
survivor and a
campaigner at
Chhanv, an NGO that
supports acid
attack victims, and
her partner Saroj
Sahoo, 26, a 
manager at Chhanv
share a moment at
the “Sheroes” home
for acid attack 
victims in Noida,
India, February 8,
2018. 
— Reuters photos

Nhuchhe Bahadur
Amatya, 76, a
retired accountant
at Nepal Electricity
Authority along with
his wife Raywoti
Devi Amatya, 74, a
housewife, pose for
a picture as they sit
inside their shop in
Lalitpur, Nepal,
February 4, 2018.

Asha Ahuja, 71, a
housewife poses for a
portrait with her 
husband Chandrabhan
Ahuja, 73, a business-
man inside their house
in Mumbai, India,
February 7, 2018.

Mezbah Ul Aziz, 34, and Mausumi Iqbal, 33, pose for a photos in a coffee shop where they hang out 
on a regular basis in Dhaka, Bangladesh, February 7, 2018.

Haidar Ali Moracho, 20, and Coral Ibanez Blanco, 23, pose for a picture at the Moor’s Field garden (Campo del Moro) in Madrid,
Spain, February 7, 2018. Haidar, a transgender young man who’s in his second year of Asian and African Studies at Madrid’s

Autonoma University and Coral, currently looking for a job, have been dating for seven years. “A friend of mine told me there was a
girl who liked Dragon Ball’s Vegeta character and wanted to become a boy. She put us in touch virtually and we spent the follow-

ing year video calling each other before we were able to meet in person in Madrid,” said Coral.


