
LONDON: Scandal-hit British charity Oxfam was reeling
yesterday after fresh claims of sexual assault and cover-up
in South Sudan, as Haiti’s president condemned the behav-
iour of some of its staff in his country as “undignified and
dishonest”. Helen Evans, former global head of safeguard-
ing, also warned of assaults on children volunteering in
Oxfam’s hundreds of high-street charity shops in Britain.
She accused senior managers of failing to act, heaping
pressure on chief executive Mark Goldring just hours after
his deputy resigned over a scandal involving aid workers’
use of prostitutes in Haiti and Chad.  

Haitian President
Jovenel Moise spoke out
about the scandal yester-
day saying there was
“nothing more undignified
and dishonest” than
humanitarian aid workers
exploiting “needy people”.
Evans told Channel 4 News
of a survey conducted dur-
ing her 2012-2015 tenure
which exposed a “culture
of sexual abuse” in some
Oxfam offices.  The survey
of 120 staff across three
countries found between 11 and 14 percent said they wit-
nessed or experienced sexual assault.

Seven percent of staff in South Sudan-four people-wit-
nessed or experienced rape or attempted rape involving
colleagues.The revelations have caused outrage in Britain,
where Oxfam received £31.7 million (35.7 million euros,
$43.8 million) from the government last year.  Some com-
mentators have said the scandal should prompt a rethink
of Britain’s commitment to spend 0.7 percent of its nation-
al income on foreign aid a UN target that only very few
countries in the world respect.

‘Scope for abuse’ 
The international development ministry has begun a

wider review of how the foreign aid sector deals with alle-
gations of sexual misconduct in the workplace.
“Emergency situations are almost a perfect environment
for these kind of activities to emerge,” Mike Jennings, head
of the Department of Development Studies at the
University of London’s School of Oriental and African
Studies, told AFP.

“You have extremely vulnerable people... and a few peo-
ple who are effectively controlling access to resources, or
have huge amounts of power.  “Whenever you have those
inequalities and variances in power, you have scope for

abuse.” Megan Nobert,
who was drugged and
raped by a fellow aid
worker in South Sudan in
2015, told BBC radio that
sexual violence in human-
itarian workspaces was a
“common occurrence”.
She drew parallels with
the #MeToo campaign of
denouncing sexual
harassment, which started
in Hollywood and has
since expanded to differ-
ent sectors such as the

media, politics and the world of music.  “The humanitarian
community is the latest to have to grapple publicly with an
issue that it’s been trying to figure out how to respond to
quietly,” Nobert said.

Sex for aid
Evans said she asked to take her findings about abuse

to the senior leadership team at Oxfam, but the meeting
was cancelled and Goldring told her that discussing the
report would not take things any further.  Later during her
tenure, Evans said she received three new allegations in a
single day in February 2015, including one woman forced
to have sex for aid.  “There was one of a woman being
coerced to have sex in a humanitarian response by another

aid worker, another case where a woman had been
coerced to have sex in exchange for aid, and another one
where it had come to our attention where a member of
staff had been struck off for sexual abuse and hadn’t dis-
closed that,” she said. Evans-now a local councillor in
England-said she “struggled” to understand why senior

management did not give her more resources to address
the problem. In a separate issue, Channel 4 cited figures
showing seven incidents of “inappropriate conduct with
children” in Oxfam’s shops in 2013/14.  One case involving
an adult volunteer assaulting a child-the minimum age for
volunteers is 14 — went to court, Evans said. —AFP
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PORT-AU-PRINCE: In this file photo, people walk past wrecked buildings in a street of Port-au-Prince
following a massive earthquake. British charity Oxfam faces severe criticism for a lack of transparency
over misconduct allegations against staff members accused of using prostitutes in Haiti following a
devastating 2010 earthquake. — AFP 

Blackouts, 
flooding as
cyclone batters 
Tongan capital
NUKU’ALOFA: A battered Nuku’alofa began
cleaning up yesterday after the most powerful
cyclone ever recorded in the Tongan capital tore
roofs off buildings, downed powerlines and
caused extensive flooding, prompting a state of
emergency in the tiny Pacific nation. Veteran
disaster management officials were shocked at
the fury of Severe Cyclone Gita as it unleashed
230 kmh winds on Tonga’s most populous island
Tongatapu. Historic wooden buildings in the
heart of Nuku’alofa, including parts of Tonga’s
parliament, were reduced to matchsticks as the
tempest hit overnight. Broken power poles and
trees blocked the roads and sheets of corrugat-
ed iron stripped from homes littered the capital.

“It was a particularly bad night,” Graham
Kenna, from the National Emergency Office,
told Radio New Zealand. “I’ve been involved in
disaster response for 30-plus years and it was
the worst situation I’ve been in.” Even the
Tongan Meteorological Service lost its roof,
forcing it to hand over the job of issuing warn-

ings about the cyclone to its counterpart in Fiji.
Storm damage closed the international airport,
along with the Australian High Commission,
which warned its citizens against travelling to
the devastated kingdom.

Yet officials said it could have been worse.
The storm did not reach a top-of-the-scale
Category Five as feared and injuries were rela-
tively light, with 33 people hospitalised, three of
them seriously hurt. Police said a 72-year-old
man suffered a fatal heart attack and the
cyclone may have contributed to his death.
Howling winds cut power to Tongatapu on
Monday evening and peaked in the early hours
of yesterday as more than 3,000 people shel-
tered in evacuation centres. The military helped
clear roads at first light, allowing clean-up
teams to fan out and assess the extent of the
destruction.

“Someone’s roof is in my front garden... some
of the old landmark buildings that are 100 years
old have been severely damaged by debris,”
Kenna said. In the midst of the storm, phone
networks continued to operate and many of the
75,000 people on Tongatapu shared their expe-
riences online. TVNZ’s Pacific correspondent
Barbara Dreaver said the cyclone sounded like
“a screaming freight train”. “Hotel is shaking and
can hear screech of metal flying past outside ...
rain water coming in sideways to second floor
room,” she tweeted.

‘Lengthy clean-up’
Lord Fusitu’a, a hereditary peer in Tonga’s

parliament, wrote: “I can literally feel my room

shaking to the foundations-it’ll be a long night.”
As the cyclone moved out to sea yesterday, he
said Nuku’alofa had experienced “a dose of mir-
acle”. “Astoundingly #TCGita seems to have
subsided & we’ve avoided the worst of it,” he
wrote on Instagram.

The storm had already created havoc when
it slammed into Samoa on the weekend and
authorities in Tonga declared a state of emer-
gency before it hit. While there was wide-
spread flooding, Kenna said the impact of
storm surges on the flat terrain of Tongatapu
was less than expected. It also passed just
south of the capital rather than making a
direct hit. But forecasters warned the threat
from Gita was not over and it could still reach
Category Five as i t  heads towards Fi j i ’s
remote and sparsely populated Ono-i-Lau
island group today.

Philip Duncan, chief forecaster at New
Zealand’s Weather Watch service, said it could
then brush Norfolk Island and New Caledonia
before dissipating over New Zealand next week.
New Zealand announced NZ$750,000
(US$544,000) in aid and deployed an air force
plane to send supplies to Tonga. 

Australia sent a military plane carrying
Aus$350,000 of emergency supplies, along
with disaster response specialists. Cyclones are
common in the Pacific at this time of year and
Category Five systems have proved catastroph-
ic when they make landfall. Cyclone Winston
killed 44 people in Fiji in 2016, and Cyclone Pam
claimed 11 lives and damaged 65,000 homes in
Vanuatu in 2015.— AFP 

NUKU’ALOFA, Tonga: Photo shows flooding and damage in Tonga’s capital of
Nuku’alofa after Cyclone Gita hit the country.—AFP 

KANO: A man involved in
the 2014 kidnapping of more
than 200 schoolgirls from
Chibok in northeast Nigeria
has been jailed for 15 years,
the government confirmed
yesterday. The conviction of
Haruna Yahaya, 35, is the first
in relation to the mass
abduction, which triggered
global outrage and sparked a
worldwide campaign for the
girls’ release.

A total of 276 students

were seized from the
Government Girls Secondary
School in the remote town in
Borno state on the evening
of April 14, 2014. Fifty-seven
escaped in the immediate
aftermath. Since May 2016, a
further 107 have escaped,
been found or released after
government talks with the
jihadists, leaving 112 still in
captivity. Justice ministry
spokesman Salihu Isah said
Yahaya admitted to being

involved when he appeared
at a special court trying hun-
dreds of Boko Haram sus-
pects on Monday.

Nigeria began prosecut-
ing people arrested during
the insurgency last October,
starting with 1,669 suspects
held at a military detention
facility in Kainji, in the cen-
tral state of Niger. “It is true
that a member of Boko
Haram who took part in the
kidnapping of the Chibok

schoolgirls was given 15
years jail,” said Isah. “Haruna
Yahaya, who is 35 and hand-
icapped with a paralysed
arm and a deformed leg, was
arrested in 2015 by the
Civilian JTF,” he said, refer-
ring to the joint task force
militia. “He confessed to
having taken part in the
abduction.”

Isah said Yahaya’s
defence lawyer “pleaded for
leniency” on the grounds

that he was “forcibly con-
scripted into the group and
he acted under duress”.
Yahaya was previously a
trader in the town of
Potiskum, in Yobe state,
northeast Nigeria. He
claimed he was forced to
carry an AK-47 assault rifle
during the Chibok abduction.
Boko Haram has used kid-
napping as a weapon of war
in its quest to establish a
hardline Islamic state in
northeast Nigeria, seizing
thousands of women, young
girls and men of fighting age.
“But the court dismissed his
plea on the grounds that he
had the option not to take
part in Boko Haram activi-
ties... His sentence starts
from the time of conviction,”
said Isah.  Yan St-Pierre, a
counter-terrorism specialist
with the Modern Security
Consulting Group, said:
“Involvement with Boko
Haram is not necessarily vol-
untary. But it’s very difficult
to prove.” The presence of
young boys in the Islamist
ranks was an indication of
coercion but others in the
impoverished region may
become involved for financial
reasons, he added. A total of
468 of the 1,669 Boko Haram
suspects held at Kainji were
released last year after it was
found they had no case to
answer.Forty-five others
were sentenced to between
two and 15 years in jail, and
28 had their cases trans-
ferred. —AFP
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