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BOSTON: Terry Rozier #12 of the Boston Celtics shoots the ball during a game against the Cleveland Cavaliers at TD Garden on Sunday in Boston, Massachusetts. —AFP

New-look Cavs spoil Pierce’s jersey party
LOS ANGELES: On the day the Celtics retired Paul
Pierce’s number, LeBron James stole the spotlight, leading
the new-look Cleveland Cavaliers to a 121-99 victory
against former teammate Kyrie Irving and host Boston on
Sunday. James had 24 points, 10 assists and eight
rebounds. Cleveland was playing its first game with a full
squad after making a series of deadline-day trades to
retool its roster, with George Hill, Rodney Hood, Jordan
Clarkson and Larry Nance Jr. all making their Cavs debuts.
Clarkson finished with 17 points while Hood and J.R. Smith
each added 15. Hill had 12 and Nance chipped in five to
help the Cavs to a second straight win. Irving led the
Celtics with 18 points and five assists. Marcus Morris was
the only other player in double figures with 17 for Boston,
which dropped its second straight.

Rockets 104, Mavericks 97
Chris Paul guided host Houston to a victory over under-

manned Dallas. Paul finished with 25 points, eight
rebounds, nine assists and three steals, providing the
spark down the stretch of the third quarter that enabled
the Rockets to extend their winning streak to eight
games. James Harden added 27 points, six rebounds and
five assists, and Clint Capela posted a double-double (16
points, 11 boards) for Houston. The Mavericks left Dirk
Nowitzki, Wesley Matthews and J.J. Barea back in Dallas
following their home triumph over the Los Angeles
Lakers on Saturday night. They received 20 points from
Yogi Ferrell and a 18 points and 12 rebounds from
Dwight Powell.

Thunder 110, Grizzlies 92
Paul George amassed 33 points, eight assists and three

steals as short-handed Oklahoma City routed visiting
Memphis. George helped the Thunder win without Russell
Westbrook (sprained left ankle) and forward Carmelo
Anthony (sprained right ankle), who missed each missed a
second consecutive game. Marc Gasol led the Grizzlies
with 18 points, but
Memphis dropped its
sixth straight.

Raptors 123, Hornets 103
DeMar DeRozan

scored 25 points and
visit ing Toronto wore
out travel-weary
Charlotte. CJ Miles post-
ed 24 points off  the
bench and Jonas
Valanciunas supplied 21
points for Toronto, which
shot 56.3 percent from
the f ield. The Raptors
won their fifth game in a row, though the other four
came at home. The Hornets had returned home Saturday
morning after finishing a four-game West Coast trip
with Friday night’s loss at Utah. A night earlier, they lost
in overtime at Portland. Charlotte lost its fourth game in
a row Sunday despite 23 points from Kemba Walker and

17 points and 13 rebounds from Dwight Howard.

Timberwolves 111,
Kings 106

Karl-Anthony Towns’ 22-footer broke a late tie, and
Minnesota went onto beat Sacramento in Minneapolis for
its 13th consecutive home win. Towns led all scorers with
29 points for the Timberwolves, who snapped a two-game

losing streak. Jimmy Butler
added 18 points, and
Andrew Wiggins added 16
points to go with eight
rebounds for Minnesota.
Rookie De’Aaron Fox had
23 points for the Kings,
who lost for the fourth
time in five games.

Hawks 118, Pistons 115
Dewayne Dedmon con-

verted a three-point play
that gave Atlanta a late
lead and then knocked
down a clutch 3-pointer to

help the Hawks beat visiting Detroit. Atlanta was down
107-104 with 2:24 play but mounted an 8-0 run, fueled by
Dedmon, to take the lead. Dedmon grabbed an offensive
rebound, hit a layup and made the ensuing free throw that
put the Hawks in front. He followed with a 3-pointer from
the right wing as the shot clock was winding down on

Atlanta’s next possession that put the Hawks up 112-107.
Dennis Schroder scored 23 points and went 6-for-6 from
the foul line in the final seconds to seal the win for Atlanta.
Dedmon finished with 20 points and 13 rebounds. Andre
Drummond scored 25 points and grabbed 15 rebounds,
and Reggie Bullock added 20 points for the Pistons, who
have dropped two straight.

Pacers 121, Knicks 113
Victor Oladipo scored 30 points to lead Indiana past

New York in Indianapolis. Oladipo added nine assists and
eight rebounds to go along with six steals.  Bojan
Bogdanovic had 20 points, and Thaddeus Young delivered
a double-double with 18 points and 11 rebounds for the
Pacers. Enes Kanter and Tim Hardaway Jr. shared top-
scoring honors for the Knicks with 17 points. Kanter, who
had 11 rebounds, was able to return after missing the pre-
vious game following oral surgery.

Jazz 115, Trail Blazers 96
Donovan Mitchell scored 27 points and Joe Ingles 24

to lead visiting Utah past Portland. Rudy Gobert con-
tributed 12 points and 11 rebounds as the Jazz won their
ninth consecutive game and ended Portland’s nine-game
home winning streak. Jae Crowder-donning a Utah uni-
form for the first time after a three-team trade-chipped in
15 points and five rebounds off the bench. Damian Lillard,
coming off a 50-point game Friday at Sacramento, led
the Trail Blazers with 39 points. Portland’s CJ McCollum
added 22. — Reuters
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HONG KONG: Guangzhou Evergrande coach Fabio
Cannavaro and Shanghai SIPG’s record signing Oscar will
spearhead a four-pronged Chinese assault when the 2018
AFC Champions League group phase begins this week.

Evergrande, Asian champions in 2013 and 2015, have
Cannavaro back at the helm for the second time and open
their campaign at home to Thailand’s Buriram United tomor-
row in Group G. Oscar, a 60-million-euro signing a year

ago, is looking for a first trophy with SIPG after they
crashed out in the semi-finals last season under Andre
Villas-Boas, having beaten Evergrande in the quarter-finals.
Villas-Boas has been replaced at SIPG by fellow
Portuguese Vitor Pereira who has vowed to win a trophy
and gets the first test of his management away to Japan’s
Kawasaki Frontale, who reached the quarter-finals last sea-
son, today. “The opening match is particularly important if
we want to qualify for the knockout stage, so we have to
prepare well,” said Kawasaki’s Yu Kobayashi, who netted
six goals in the competition last season. “Shanghai have
Oscar and Hulk, who are experienced, high-quality players.”
Joining them in Group F are South Korea’s Ulsan who open
with a long journey south to Melbourne Victory in Australia.
Cannavaro resigned at Tianjin Quanjian just days after
steering them into the Champions League for the first time.
Tianjin have a new Portuguese coach in Paulo Sousa who is
already beginning to like what he is seeing from
Cannavaro’s high-profile French recruit Anthony Modeste,
who scored both goals to beat Ceres Negros of the

Philippines 2-0 in a playoff to reach the group phase.
Sousa’s side will begin at home to Hong Kong debutants

Kitchee, who have signed 38-year-old former Manchester
United and Uruguay striker Diego Forlan to bolster their
challenge. Shanghai Shenhua, minus expensive misfit Carlos
Tevez who has returned to Argentina, complete the Chinese
quartet with Wu Jingui in charge for their first group match
since 2011, having replaced Gus Poyet in September.

But they face a tough baptism away to Japan’s Kashima
Antlers in Group H which also sees Sydney FC host Suwon
Bluewings, who will field new signing Dejan Damjanovic up
front after snaring the 36-year-old K-league goal machine
from FC Seoul last month.

For the second year running there will be no defending
champions taking part. Japan’s Urawa Red Diamonds failed
to qualify despite beating Saudi Arabia’s Al Hilal in
November’s two-legged final.

And last season the 2016 winners Jeonbuk Hyundai
Motors were kicked out of the Champions League for their
part in a match-fixing, scouting and bribery scandal, though

they return this year after serving their ban.
The tournament will feature games in the Western

region, which will remain separated from the Eastern region
until the final. Al Hilal and Al Ain have come closest to
breaking the East’s stranglehold on the trophy in recent
times-the sides finished runners-up in 2017 and 2016
respectively-and they face off in one of the clashes of the
round in Group D in Riyadh today.

The UAE’s Al Ain have strengthened their line-up by
signing former Asian player of the year Ahmed Khalil to
team up with shaggy-haired star Omar Abdulrahman in a
formidable attacking line-up.

Abu Dhabi’s Al Jazira, fresh from hosting the FIFA Club
World Cup in December, welcome Qatar’s Al Gharafa who
will have former Real Madrid and Inter Milan midfielder
Wesley Sneijder, 33, making his AFC Champions League
debut. The Dutch maestro will play alongside another new
signing, Iran’s Mehdi Taremi, who bagged seven goals last
season as Persepolis reached the semi-finals for the first
time in their history.  —AFP
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