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Crosby scores 400th career goal 
to seal win for Pittsburgh

PITTSBURGH: Sidney Crosby scored twice, including
his 400th career goal, and the Pittsburgh Penguins
dominated the host St. Louis Blues 4-1 on Sunday.
Crosby, who ended a 10-game scoreless drought, has
19 goals on the season. The two-time defending Stanley
Cup champion Penguins are surging toward the play-
offs and have won 12 of their past 17 games. Penguins
goalie Matt Murray came up huge with 33 saves on 34
shots. He is 5-0-1 in his last six decisions. Kyle Brodziak
had the only goal for the Blues, who saw their three-
game winning streak end.

SHARKS 3, DUCKS 2 (SO)
Joe Pavelski and Logan Couture scored in a shootout to

cap the Sharks’ rally from a two-goal, third-period deficit,
helping San Jose win at Anaheim. San Jose goalie Martin
Jones stopped Adam
Henrique’s slapper to start
the shootout and got help
from the goalpost, which
stoned Rickard Rakell’s
attempt in the second
round. Couture buried his
attempt to end the
tiebreaker. Jones finished
with 25 saves for San
Jose, while John Gibson
made 37 saves for
Anaheim. The Sharks
forced overtime when
Timo Meier bagged his
14th marker of the season at 19:06 of the third period.

FLYERS 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1
Sean Couturier had a goal and two assists, and

Michal Neuvirth made 38 saves to lead Philadelphia to
a road victory over Vegas. Andrew McDonald, Claude
Giroux and Radko Gudas also scored for the Flyers,
who won for the fourth straight time. Neuvirth
improved to 7-7-2 this season with his second victory
in 24 hours after prevailing in relief during a 4-3
shootout win at Arizona on Saturday night. Brayden
McNabb scored the lone goal for Western Conference-
leading Vegas, which fell to 19-4-2 at home and lost
back-to-back games at T-Mobile Arena for the first
time in the team’s young history.

BRUINS 5, DEVILS 3
Adam McQuaid scored the go-ahead goal to lead

visiting Boston to a win over New Jersey. Torey Krug
scored two goals to lead Boston, which has won four of
five and 10 of 12. The Devils dropped their fourth con-
secutive game, and with the slide, they find themselves
in fourth place in the Metropolitan Division. Patrice
Bergeron added an insurance goal with 39 seconds left
in the game. Boston won despite losing the shots-on-
goal battle 38-27.

AVALANCHE 5, SABRES 4
Colin Wilson scored the 100th goal of his NHL

career and added an assist as Colorado used five differ-
ent marksmen to win at Buffalo. Jonathan Bernier made
28 saves as the Avalanche snapped a two-game losing
skid. Colorado scored early in all three periods against
a Buffalo squad that was without leading goal-scorer
and point-producer Jack Eichel, who is expected be
sidelined four to six weeks due to an ankle injury.

FLAMES 3, ISLANDERS 2
Matthew Tkachuk scored his second goal of the

third period to snap a tie with 1:05 left, lifting Calgary
to a come-from-behind win over host New York. Mark
Jankowski also scored for the Flames, who trailed 2-0
in the second period before winning for the fourth time
in five games. Calgary goalie Mike Smith made 23 saves
but was injured sprawling for a last-ditch shot by John

Tavares in the waning
seconds. Smith had to be
helped off the ice, and
David Rittich came in for
the final faceoff with 1.1
seconds left.

CANUCKS 6, 
STARS 0

Vancouver scored
four goals in the first 25
minutes and ended a
four-game losing streak
with a blowout victory at

Dallas. The Stars, who came into the day on a season-
best-tying, five-game winning streak, played their third
game in a four-day span and performed on both
offense and defense as if they needed some time off.
The Canucks won for just the sixth time in 18 games (6-
11-1). Jacob Markstrom turned away 30 Dallas shots to
earn his second shutout of the season.

RED WINGS 5, CAPITALS 4 (OT)
Tomas Tatar scored his second goal of the game

with 2:13 left in overtime, giving Detroit a victory at
Washington. Tatar took a cross-ice pass from Dylan
Larkin and slid a backhander past Washington goalie
Braden Holtby for the game-winning goal. Alex
Ovechkin had a goal and an assist for the Capitals.

RANGERS 3, JETS 1
Jimmy Vesey scored with 3:53 remaining in the third

period to break a tie as New York beat host Winnipeg.
Vesey scored his 11th goal after missing the previous
three games due to a concussion sustained Feb. 3.
Michael Grabner added an empty-net goal for New
York, getting his seventh such tally a few minutes after
hitting a post on a breakaway. The Rangers won con-
secutive games for the first time since beating
Philadelphia and Buffalo at home in mid-January. The
Jets lost consecutive home games for the first time all
season. — Reuters

NEW YORK: Doping guru Grigory Rodchenkov has
emerged from hiding, donning a disguise and reiterat-
ing that Russian President Vladimir Putin wants to
silence him for good. The controversial whistleblower
and former head of Moscow’s anti-doping laboratory
says he is risking his life by exposing Russian doping
secrets. In his first televised interview since fleeing his
native Russia, Rodchenkov told the American news
programme 60 Minutes on Sunday night that he con-
tinues to live in fear in the United States. “Kremlin
wants me to stop talking,” Rodchenkov told interview-
er Scott Pelley.

Since fleeing to America in November 2015, he has
gone into hiding because he says Putin wants him
dead-a claim he has made several times previously.
The news magazine programme allowed Rodchenkov
to wear a disguise and showed him putting on and
walking around in a bulletproof vest.  “(The disguise)
was done for security reasons,” says Rodchenkov, who
dyed his hair a different colour and shaved his mus-
tache. “There is information that my life is in jeopardy
and we took all necessary steps.” Rodchenkov’s
escape to America followed the sudden death of two
senior officials from Russia’s anti-doping agency.
There is a warrant out for his arrest back home.

“I am not a liar. I was not telling truth in Russia but
coming to United States I am telling the truth.”
Rodchenkov said he now wants to dedicate his time to
exposing drug cheats and being an advocate for
change.

He doubts whether the Olympics will ever have a
level playing field for the athletes. “You could believe
but in fact it is human nature,” he said. “It is our sins. It
has nothing to do with sports. There are 10, 15 percent
who are incorrigible. You can do nothing, they are
cheaters by nature.” Because Rodchenkov was one of
those self-admitted cheaters, he is apologizing for his
role in the scandals and the deception that he says still
goes on, using formulas and techniques that he helped
develop.  “I am sorry to create such a problem because
of my experience and knowledge,” he said. “Now it is
effective and working and it is not my contribution to
fight against doping.” As a result of his whistleblowing
the Russians were stripped of Olympic medals and
Russia was banned from this week’s Pyeongchang
Games.  But the International Olympic Committee
allowed a large group of Russians deemed clean to
take part as “Olympic Athletes from Russia.”—AFP
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LAS VEGAS: Jonathan Marchessault #81 of the Vegas Golden Knights skates with the puck against Valtteri
Filppula #51 of the Philadelphia Flyers in the second period of their game at T-Mobile Arena on Sunday in
Las Vegas, Nevada. The Flyers won 4-1.—AFP

NHL results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Tampa Bay 38 14 3 198 145 79
Boston 34 12 8 180 131 76
Toronto 33 19 5 188 159 71
Detroit 22 23 9 147 165 53
Florida 23 23 6 147 167 52
Montreal 22 26 7 144 172 51
Ottawa 19 26 9 144 188 47
Buffalo 16 30 10 132 185 42

Metropolitan Division
Washington 32 17 6 173 161 70
Pittsburgh 31 22 4 176 171 66
Philadelphia 28 19 9 165 162 65
New Jersey 27 20 8 163 170 62
Carolina 26 21 9 151 166 61
Columbus 28 23 4 147 155 60
NY Islanders 27 24 6 193 210 60
NY Rangers 27 24 5 164 172 59

Western Conference
Central Division

Nashville 33 12 9 169 140 75
Winnipeg 32 15 9 179 151 73
St. Louis 34 21 3 167 147 71
Dallas 33 20 4 175 151 70
Minnesota 30 19 6 165 156 66
Colorado 30 21 4 174 163 64
Chicago 24 23 8 157 155 56

Pacific Division
Las Vegas 36 15 4 187 152 76
San Jose 30 18 8 165 156 68
Calgary 29 19 8 159 159 66
Los Angeles 30 20 5 159 133 65
Anaheim 27 19 11 160 164 65
Edmonton 23 27 4 152 177 50
Vancouver 22 28 6 147 180 50
Arizona 13 32 10 129 193 36
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L)

Pittsburgh 4, St. Louis 1; NY Rangers 3, Winnipeg 1; Detroit 5, Washington 4 (OT); Vancouver 6, Dallas 0; Colorado 5, Buffalo 4.

Colin Wilson scores 100th goal of his NHL career

Vancouver score
four goals in the 
first 25 minutes

ASHEVILLE: Former world number one Serena Williams
said she felt on the “right track” despite a crushing loss
in her long-awaited comeback to tennis on Sunday play-
ing alongside big sister Venus in a Fed Cup dead rubber.

The duo, who have combined to win 22 doubles titles,
were outgunned by the unheralded Dutch pairing of
Lesley Kerkhove and Demi Schuurs who were playing in
their first ever outing together. The Williams lost 6-2, 6-
3 with 36-year-old Serena appearing particularly slow
on her feet and poor in her shot selection after more
than a year away from the sport.

But she was determined to put on a brave face after
the loss took some of the shine off the Americans’ other-
wise decisive 3-1 win that booked their place in the next
round against France in April. “It felt really good to be
back the court. I’ve been training and it was just exciting
to be out there,” she said.

“I honestly feel better than I thought I was gonna feel,
I feel like I didn’t expect to play you know like that for
me. So I feel like that I’m on the right track.” It was
Serena’s first competitive match since winning her 23rd
major at the 2017 Australian Open.

The American star took time away from the sport to
give birth to her daughter Alexis Olympia and get mar-
ried, to Reddit co-founder Alexis Ohanian. Both were in
attendance over the weekend, seated just behind the
players’ box. Serena had previously said that her path
back had been full of “ups and downs”, crediting Venus
with helping her regain her rhythm. On Sunday she was

happy with the power behind her shots even if her accu-
racy wasn’t quite where it should be.

“I didn’t expect to have that much power on my
serves,” she said. “Even though they didn’t go in, it’s just
the start, I feel like that’s a very good step in the right
direction.” And she hinted she needed to juggle the
demands of motherhood against her career better.

“I didn’t manage my time well,” she said. “This is liter-
ally my first time travelling with the baby and everything
so I’m gonna try to do better.”   

HOME CROWD SUPPORT 
There had been speculation Serena may drop out of

Sunday’s doubles match, after she did not turn up for
practice in the morning with the three other US players.

But team captain Kathy Rinaldi confirmed her partici-
pation after Venus won her singles match against Richel
Hogenkamp to seal overall victory for the US. “Serena’s

gonna be joining her sister Venus!” she announced, to
roars of approval before Williams appeared dressed in a
white top, dark blue shorts topped off with a red head-
band. The Americans had enjoyed enormous support all
weekend from the sold-out 5,200-capacity crowd in the
mountainous city of Asheville, North Carolina, famous
for its historic architecture, breweries and vibrant art
scene.

The dead-rubber was supposed to be the feel-good,
icing on the cake, but the Dutch players had other ideas.
“To play the two Williams sisters, it’s amazing because
we won the match,” said Kerkhove, 26.

“We knew it just 30 minutes before the match. We
just both gave it our all and we just had nothing to lose.”
The Dutch players’ ability to soak up the pressure was
all the more remarkable given that Schuurs, the younger
of the pair, was just six-years-old when Serena won her
first major tournament. —AFP

KUWAIT: Secretary General of the
Interior Committee who is running the
affairs of boxing and weight lifting fed-
erations and Chairman of the two fed-

erations committee Talal Al-Jassar said
the procedures of having each federa-
tion independent from the other are
going ahead as one of the important
conditions to lift the suspension by the
International Olympic Committee or
the International Weight Lift ing
Federation.

He said that the committee, in coop-
eration with Public Authority for Sport
officials are working hard to complete
the procedures as fast as possible, due
to the instructions of Commerce and
Industry Minister, State Minister for
Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan who
is following the matter, along with the

interaction of Dr Humoud Fulaiteh on
the matter.

Al-Jassar said the Federation and
clubs participating in the weight lift-
ing events appeal to PAS officials to
bui ld modern faci l i t ies as soon as
possible to serve athletes and hold
local competitions.

He said, the media coverage of the
game was not of good standard as it
should be although Kuwaiti athletes
achieved outstanding results abroad.

He said the federation will continue
its support to weight lifters in the clubs
to maintain the levels and results they
made previously.

Al-Jassar to
support
weightlifters,
boxers

Talal Al-Jassar
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ASHEVILLE: Serena Williams of Team USA waits on a serve from Lesley Kerkhove and Demi Schuurs of the
Netherlands during a doubles match in the first round of the 2018 Fed Cup at US Cellular Center on Sunday. —AFP


