
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Tuesday, February 13, 2018

9Established 1961 

Sister act: Kim Yo 
Jong dominates 
S Korea headlines
SEOUL: A friendly face promising better times, or a
mask to conceal a brutal dictatorship? South Koreans
are divided on Kim Yo Jong, the sister of the North’s
leader, and her landmark visit to their country. The first
member of the North’s ruling dynasty to set foot in the
South since the end of the war, Kim has been an
instant object of fascination for South Korean and
global media since she rode down the escalator at
Incheon airport on Friday, calmly surveying the scene.

She shook hands several times with the South’s
President Moon Jae-in, cheered a unified ice hockey
team with him, and conveyed her brother’s invitation to
a summit in Pyongyang. Every detail of her visit as the
key member of a diplomatic delegation to the South’s
Winter Olympics has been scrutinized, from the
clothes she wore and her facial expression to the bag
she was carrying and even her handwriting.  One cal-
ligraphy expert described her as “positive, upbeat and
very goal-oriented” based on the precisely angular,
somewhat girlish script she left in the guestbook at the
South’s presidential Blue House.

Her brother-the third generation of her family to
rule the isolated and impoverished North-will be
pleased with her international diplomatic debut, said
Yang Moo-Jin, professor at the University of North
Korean Studies at Seoul.  “Kim kept smiling but at the
same time was rarely seen having her head down dur-
ing the visit, even to our president,” he said. “So maybe
Kim Jong Un must be applauding at home.” But reac-
tions among ordinary South Koreans have been more
mixed.  “They fired missiles until recently and conduct-
ed a nuclear test before suddenly launching this peace
campaign,” businessman Kim Byoung-gwan said. “I
don’t trust it.”

Others questioned the attention devoted to her. “All
the media in the South and the around the world are
going gaga about Kim Yo Jong,” said one commentator
online. “Looks like they would soon join the North’s
propaganda media to worship and idolize her.” Moon
has long pushed engagement with the North-which is
accused of widespread human rights abuses and sub-
ject to multiple sets of UN sanctions over its banned
nuclear and ballistic missile programs-to bring it to the
negotiating table.

His approval ratings have fallen since the deal for
the North to take part in the Games was struck, with
the decision to field a unified women’s ice hockey team
proving particularly controversial. But one of the most
widely welcomed moments of Kim Yo Jong’s visit was
when both she and the North’s ceremonial head of
state Kim Yong Nam stood as the South’s flag was
raised and anthem played at the Olympics opening
ceremony in Pyeongchang. “I hate Moon and I hate the
North,” read an online comment. “But the scene was
undeniably impressive. I hope the action came from
sincerity for peace, not a fake gesture.” Educated in
Switzerland like her brother, Kim Yo Jong has risen
rapidly up the ranks since he inherited power from
their father Kim Jong Il, and she is now one of his clos-
est confidantes in a country where elite politics have
always been a family affair. —AFP

Seoul seeks communication, less 
tension ahead of N Korea summit

Pence raises prospect of US talks with N Korea
SEOUL: South Korea said yesterday it will try to arrange
more reunions for families divided by the Korean War
and seek to lower military tensions with North Korea as
the first steps towards establishing grounds for a rare
summit between the two Koreas. The statement from the
Ministry of Unification came after a high-level North
Korean delegation concluded a three-day visit which
included an invitation for South Korean President Moon
Jae-in to travel to Pyongyang for talks. “(The visit)
shows that North Korea has a strong will to improve
inter-Korean relations
and that Pyongyang can
make unprecedented
and bold measures i f
deemed necessary,” the
ministry said.

The visit of the dele-
gation, which included
North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un’s younger
sister Kim Yo Jong,
intrigued many in South
Korea, but also met
skepticism about the
North’s sincerity and
willingness to give up its pursuit of nuclear weapons.
“Although many Koreans are welcoming North Korea’s
participation in the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, there
are also significant criticism and concerns both domesti-
cally and internationally,” the statement said.

During the visit, Kim Yo Jong had delivered a letter
from her brother asking South Korean President Moon
Jae-in to visit Pyongyang at his earliest convenience.
Moon had replied, “Let’s create the environment for that
to be able to happen,” according to the presidential Blue
House. Such a meeting, if it came about, would mark the

first inter-Korea summit since 2007. The two Koreas are
still technically at war after the 1950-53 conflict on the
Korean peninsula ended in a ceasefire and not a truce. 

The Unification Ministry said steps regarding the
improvement of ties would be led by the two Koreas, but
also in cooperation with related countries and the sup-
port of the international community. “Under a strong
position for denuclearization of the Korean peninsula,
Korea will faithfully implement the international sanctions
on North Korea, while also adhering to the principle of

resolution through peace-
ful means,” the statement
said. “If there is certain
progress to set the condi-
tions for denuclearization,
a full-fledged progress in
inter-Korean relations will
become possible,” it said,
without elaborating.

The United States and
South Korea have agreed
on terms for further diplo-
matic engagement with
North Korea, first with
Seoul and then possibly

leading to direct talks with Washington without pre-con-
ditions, Vice President Mike Pence said in a newspaper
interview published on Sunday. Speaking to the
Washington Post aboard Air Force Two on his way home
from the Winter Olympics in South Korea, Pence said
Washington would keep up its “maximum pressure cam-
paign” against Pyongyang but would be open to possible
talks at the same time.

In previous years, North and South Korea have held
reunions to bring together family members who have
been separated by the war. Seoul made a standing offer

to North Korea last year regarding another such reunion,
details of which have yet to be hammered out between
North and South Korea. Kim Yo Jong and her delegation
spent three days dining with top government officials,

including Moon, watching the opening ceremony of the
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics and cheering for the unit-
ed women’s ice hockey team the two Koreas have fielded
at this Olympics.—Reuters

Steps toward 
denuclearization 

highly needed 

Mumbai’s ‘last big’ 
hope lies in 
docklands’ 
inclusive revival
MUMBAI: It was a trip few Mumbai residents had made
before - to a smelly dock on murky waters in the city’s
southern tip, to see colorful art installations inspired by the
fishing community, the city’s original residents. The Sassoon
Dock Art Project, which ran until the end of December, gave
many Mumbai residents their first excuse to walk through
one of the city’s oldest docks, an area set for a massive
overhaul under a plan to redevelop the docklands. Mumbai’s
most valuable piece of land, the docklands sprawl across
752 hectares, about one eighth of the island city. They are
located along a 14 km stretch along the waterfront, dotted
with defunct warehouses, jetties and slums.

The proposed redevelopment of the land, owned by the
government-run Mumbai Port Trust, is the biggest opening
up of land in the city since the redevelopment of about
600 acres of textile-mill land in the heart of Mumbai in the
1990s. That redevelopment was meant to create equal
quantities of open spaces, public housing and commercial
real estate. Instead, it drove tens of thousands of mill
workers from their homes, as planners prioritized offices,
bars, malls and multi-storeyed parking, according to cam-
paigners who fought for their rehabilitation.

Two decades on, the docklands redevelopment offers
perhaps the last chance for a more sustainable and inclu-
sive future for residents in the space-starved city, home to
some of the priciest real estate in the world, experts say.
“It is absolutely essential that we get it right this time - this
is the last big chance to seriously tackle the challenges that
Mumbai faces,” said Bimal Patel, urban planner and presi-
dent of CEPT University in Ahmedabad. “The development
can, and should, adopt an urban design model that does
not falsely and needlessly pit real estate development and
the creation of new floor space against public interest,” he
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Original settlers
The name Mumbai is believed to come from Mumba

devi, patron deity of fishermen, or kolis. They are among
the city’s earliest inhabitants, with settlements dating back
more than 400 years. As the city morphed into a financial
hub, the kolis have been squeezed into smaller spaces to
make way for high-rise buildings and business districts,
while the docks became less critical to the economy.

Plans to redevelop Sassoon Dock, which was built in
1875 on reclaimed land by a prominent member of the
city’s Jewish community, stalled before. But with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s focus on making India more
business-friendly, a new plan to redevelop the port land,
including Sassoon Dock, was drawn up. While the plan has
not been made public, it has sparked a debate among
architects and planners who have seen it. They say the plan
demarcates 30 percent of land for open spaces, 30 percent
for transport and infrastructure, and the remainder for
mixed-use developments - businesses, offices and homes,
including for those displaced by the redevelopment.

Alongside, the government must also provide alternate
opportunities for those who depend on the docklands for a
living, said Neera Adarkar, an urban planner in Mumbai.
“That entire belt provided livelihoods to people for more
than two centuries - not just fishing, but also manufactur-
ing,” said Adarkar, who was involved in the rehabilitation
of the city’s mill workers. “The needs and aspirations of the
city are very different from those of the market, and it’s
very important that the government address the concerns
of the people who otherwise cannot benefit from the mar-
ket,” she said.

Lung space
In Mumbai, nearly 60 percent of the 18 million popula-

tion lives in slums and other informal homes, many lacking
amenities such as running water and toilets. Across the
country, there is a shortage of nearly 20 million urban
homes, according to consultancy KPMG. Mumbai’s east-
ern waterfront, controlled largely by the port trust,
includes several docks, hundreds of shanties, as well as
colonial-era buildings, mangroves and mud flats frequent-
ed by flamingos several months of the year. 

But residents only have limited access to the waterfront,
which is unfortunate for a coastal city like Mumbai, said Patel.
Urban design models in India generally waste vast amounts
of land in the mistaken belief that having adequate floor
space for businesses and homes, as well as a robust network
of streets and parks, is impossible, he said. The revival of
docklands in cities such as Singapore, New York and London
shows it can be done, he said. “The traditional urban design
model should be abandoned in favor of one that is not waste-
ful, so that Mumbai’s acute shortage of floorspace, as well as
public spaces can be addressed,” Patel said. “Otherwise, an
opportunity to galvanize Mumbai’s economy by creating new
jobs and housing will be lost.” —Reuters

MUMBAI: Sassoon Dock, one of the oldest docks in Mumbai, is set for modernization as part of a
planned redevelopment of the city’s docklands, the biggest parcel of land to be opened up in the finan-
cial hub of India. —Reuters 

Tea, haircuts, fish 
bones: Letting the 
light into Pakistan
MURID KHOSO: Reclining comfortably on a bed outside
his mud home, 75-year-old farmer Mohammad Khoso
watches life go by. His family is now the centre of everyone’s
envy in the southern Pakistani village of Murid Khoso - they
have electricity. “Now I can eat fish and not worry about
bones getting stuck in my throat,” Mohammad told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation, describing how he enjoys a
well-lit evening meal since his son, Ghulam Nabi, installed
solar bulbs in his home three months ago.

For nearly a decade, chronic power shortages have hob-
bled Pakistan’s economy, leaving 144 million people without
electricity or enduring lengthy blackouts, the World Bank
says. Globally, more than one billion people, or one in sev-
en, lacked access to electricity in 2014 and many more suf-
fer from poor supply, which keeps them trapped in poverty,
reliant on wood, candles and kerosene, experts say.     

These numbers may be grim but young entrepreneurs
like Saad Ahmad see this as huge growth potential in
Pakistan, which generates only two-thirds of its energy
needs. “There is massive opportunity for business,” said
Ahmad, 26, chief executive of solar energy supplier Nizam
Bijli, which has powered 1,300 homes since it started in

2016 and hopes to reach 1 million people by 2020. “There
is room for many companies to make a difference in the
lives of these communities.” 

Leapfrog
While the government is investing heavily in coal-fired

power plants, tapping into underground coal reserves, private
investors are exploring renewable energy. A similar ‘off-grid
revolution’ is afoot across Africa due to fast-dropping costs
and plenty of sun. Currently only four percent of Pakistani
households tap into solar power due to lack of awareness, lim-
ited supply chains and a shortage of consumer financing for
relatively high up-front costs, according to the World Bank. 

Nizam Bijli installs pay-as-you-go solar systems in
homes and businesses, where customers pay 2,000
Pakistani rupees ($18) a month over 16 months for three
bulbs, one fan and two USB slots to charge their mobile
phones.  Ahmad believes this is affordable as families spend
a similar amount on kerosene and charging mobile phones
in nearby towns. The average income in Pakistan is about
$1,450, according to World Bank data. Ahmad is certain the
only way out of Pakistan’s energy crisis is to bypass the
grid and leapfrog straight into low-carbon sources like
wind and solar.  “The whopping costs associated with grid
extension (and) low electricity consumption by rural com-
munities dispersed over large swathes presents a barrier to
investment,” he said. Pakistan already has one major solar
park in the eastern province of Punjab, built with Chinese
investment. Meanwhile, the parliament in Islamabad
switched to solar energy in 2016 and sells excess energy it
produces back to the grid.

Tea and cigarettes
Allah Dino’s barber shop in Khorwah, 180 km east of

Pakistan’s largest city, Karachi, is connected to the grid.
But intermittent power had forced him to close by sunset.
Now he has solar, his business is open until close to mid-
night. “There is never an idle moment and my men now
work in shifts,” Dino said.  Next door in Bhittai roadside
restaurant, solar has also been good for Mohammad
Azeem. It allows truckers to stop by throughout the night
to drink his tea, brewed on wooden stoves.

Azeem said he plans to add more fans when it gets hot
in summer to make customers more comfortable and blow
away flies for the longer customers sit, the more tea they
drink. Ali Mohammad, who runs a cigarette kiosk inside
the restaurant, has seen his business pick up as well. “My
shop would remain open using a torch but hardly anyone
came,” he said. “Now my corner is well lit and Azeem’s
customers stop by on their way out.”

Scaling up Nizam Bijli has proven challenging as
Ahmad has to wait 16 months for payment for the solar
kits, which means a lack of working capital to buy more
stock in the interim. Many banks find the prospect of
lending to a company whose customers live on or below
the poverty line too risky, he said.  Promises by aspiring
politicians do not help either, as Pakistan counts down to
polls next year. 

“Potential customers often say they will wait for free
handouts as they know a nearby village has been given
solar by some politician or other to win over their con-
stituency,” said Ahmad. “This phenomenon is quite com-
mon near elections.”—Reuters

PYONGYANG: Photo shows Hwasong-15 ballistic missile during the military parade to mark the 70th
anniversary of the Korean People’s Army at Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang. —AFP 

SEOUL: South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in
(right) poses with North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un’s sister Kim Yo Jong before their meeting at
the presidential Blue House in Seoul.—AFP 


