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Conference manifests Kuwait’s belief
in humanitarian action: IICO chief

Kuwait drumming up efforts to help heal Iraq’s wounds

KUWAIT: A total of $330.130 million is the total
amount of pledges announced at Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Conference
to Support the Humanitarian Situation in Iraq,
which concluded yesterday. The conference con-
vened at the attendance of Deputy Premier and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah.

Holding the conference manifests Kuwait’s
belief in humanitarian action, said Abdullah Al-

Maatouq, chairman of the Islamic International
Charity Organization (IICO). His remark came
during a speech at the opening of the conference
yesterday, noting that by holding such gathering,
Kuwait is drumming up efforts in order to help
“heal Iraq’s wounds” as Kuwait is “following a
steady and methodical approach” to preserve
international peace and security while easing
plight of the suffering.” Three years passed with
more than five million displaced Iraqis live harsh

and almost inhumane conditions, he noted, adding
“but with $200 million in aid from Kuwait, a new
window of hope was open.” The conference
kicked off yesterday to tackle latest developments
in the humanitarian situation. It coincides with
Kuwait’s hosting of the International Conference
for the Reconstruction of Iraq. The conference is
being held under the patronage of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and the Kuwaiti government. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The pledges made during the Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) Conference to Support the Humanitarian
Situation in Iraq came out as follows:

Kuwait:
Zakat House and the Awqaf General Secretariat ($35 million)
Salam Charity Society ($15 million)
Islamic International Charity Organization ($10 million)
Kuwaiti Aid Society ($10 million)
Najat Charity ($10 million)
Direct Aid Society ($10 million)
Al Eslah Society ($10 million)
Society of the Revival of Islamic Heritage ($10 million)
Abdullah Al-Nouri Society ($5 million)
Patients Helping Fund Society ($5 million)
Red Crescent Society ($2.5 million)

International:
International Committee of the Red Cross ($130 million in pro-
grams)

Human Appeal of the UK ($30 million)
Qatari Education Above All Foundation ($13.5 million)
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency ($10 million)
United Iraqi Medical Society ($5.1 million)
Qatar Charity ($5 million)
French ($4 million)
Islamic Relief of the UK ($4 million)
Muslim World League ($2.7 million)
In addition to $4 million from a French Muslim society and

another $4 million from an Iraqi organization. 

List of pledging NGOs

Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (right)
attends the conference.—- Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Islamic
International Charity Organization Abdullah
Al-Maatouq speaks during the NGOs
Conference to Support the Humanitarian
Situation in Iraq. 

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: A high-level experts’ meeting
for Iraq’s reconstruction and the role of
finance institutions kicked off yesterday
at JW Marriot Hotel. “Iraq has been sub-
jected to a fierce attack by terrorism that
has led to the displacement of more than
five million Iraqis from their homes,” said
Abdulwahab Al-Bader, Director-General
of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED).

During his opening speech, Bader
pointed out to the need to help Iraq and
support its reconstruction to prevent
terrorism from returning. He expressed
happiness that Kuwait was chosen to be
the place where he revealed Iraq’s vision
for reconstruction and economic devel-
opment, pointing out that the losses
touched infrastructure, transport facili-
ties, electricity, water, education, health
and others.

Secretary-General of the Council of
Ministers of Iraq Mahdi Al-Alak said
that the Kuwait International Conference
for the Reconstruction of Iraq is based
on three pillars - reconstruction, sup-

porting the processes of stability and
encouraging investment opportunities.
He added that Iraq has submitted an
integrated strategy document, including
a field study on the damage caused by
the war on terrorism and the real needs
of post-war reconstruction, pointing out
that despite the large resources Iraq has,
international support for Iraq is impor-
tant for reconstruction. He thanked
Kuwait and international partners such
as the World Bank and the United
Nations for the success of the confer-
ence and achieving its goals.

Meanwhile, the President of the
Reconstruction Fund for Areas Affected
by Terroristic Operations in Iraq
Mustafa Al-Hitti affirmed that the human
dimension is one of the most important
principles on which it is based. He
stressed on the other hand to maintain
the pace of economic process and face
unemployment, in addition to rebuilding
destroyed infrastructure. Hitti said that of
the 138,000 housing units affected by
the war on terror, half of them are com-
pletely destroyed, adding that citizens
are waiting to return to their homes.

Abdullatif Al-Hamad, Director
General - Chairman of the Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development
(AFESD) said the tragic situation experi-
enced by Iraq, which suffered over many
years as a result of the destruction of the
infrastructure, has exceeded its capacity
for reconstruction. “The situation in Iraq
requires all of us to cooperate and be in
solidarity in providing support for
reconstruction,” he explained.  

Supporting
Iraq prevents
terrorism’s
return

KUWAIT: (From left) Mustafa Al-Hitti, Abdulwahab Al-Bader, Abdullatif
Al-Hamad and Mahdi Al-Alak. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

TEHRAN: Iran welcomed yesterday the
Kuwait International Conference for the
Reconstruction of Iraq (KICRI) hosted
by the State of Kuwait. Tehran welcomes
such conferences and considers interna-
tional participation in the reconstruction
of Iraq as necessary and an important
step in this regard, Iranian local media
quoted Foreign Ministry spokesman
Bahram Qasimi.  Qasimi added that
Tehran would have an ‘active and con-

structive’ role in the reconstruction and
development of Iraq’s economy as it will
also continue to support and assist Iraq
in other fields.

Qasimi stressed that the contribution
of the international community in the
reconstruction process of Iraq is a nec-
essary step in the right direction, stress-
ing that the participation should be
“honest and unconditional.”

Kuwait is hosting an international
conference on the reconstruction of
Iraq with the participation of contribut-
ing countries and international and
regional organizations to help with the
reconstruction of Iraq after the wars
and conflicts. — KUNA
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