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EU will work with Kuwait for
success of KICRI: Mogherini

IOM official hails Kuwait’s humanitarian role 
BRUSSELS: EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy, Vice President of the European
Commission, Federica Mogherini yesterday expressed
her thanks to His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for inviting her to
represent the 28-member EU and co-chair Kuwait
International Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq
(KICRI).  “I am very grateful to His Highness the Amir
of Kuwait for having invited me, as representative of
the European Union, to co-chair the Conference. We
will work together to make it a success, for the sake of
the Iraqi people, but also for our entire region, includ-
ing Europe. We all share an interest in a lasting stability
and prosperity of Iraq,” she said in an exclusive inter-
view. “In Kuwait, the European Union and the interna-
tional community will confirm that we will stand by the
people of Iraq, as they write a new page in the history
of their country,” stressed the EU foreign policy chief.

She underlined that “in this delicate moment, the
conference gathers all friends of Iraq, from the region
and beyond, around one shared commitment; we want
to support Iraq and the Iraqi people to rebuild the
country - not just its buildings, but its society, its edu-
cation system, its institutions.”

Critical juncture
Noting that Iraq is at a critical juncture of its history,

Mogherini said “the government, army and people of
Iraq worked hard for the territorial defeat of Da’esh. It
is now time to consolidate the gains against Da’esh and
‘win the peace’, so we are ready to contribute - as we
did so far - with our support to the stabilization and
reconstruction of the country.” The EU High
Representative lauded Kuwait as “a force for modera-
tion and dialogue in the region.”

“Against the background of rising regional tensions,
Kuwait’s engagement has helped prevent a greater
escalation. It is a truly precious contribution, in difficult
times like ours, and our cooperation has become even
more intense than before,” she said. Mogherini high-
lighted that “Kuwait has also become an important
humanitarian actor - not only in Iraq but also in Syria
and elsewhere. It contributes to conflict resolution, ear-
ly recovery and relief, with political, financial and logis-
tical support.” She carried on saying that Kuwait’s
recent decision to fund the UN agency UNRWA’s
operations in Syria couldn’t be more timely, in a crucial
moment for the Agency and for Palestinian refugees.

“We are keen in this regard to strengthen our coordi-
nation with Kuwait, including within the United Nations
Security Council, where the country is serving as non-
permanent member,” she said.

Mogherini announced that this year the EU will
deepen its cooperation with Kuwait.  “We see in Kuwait
a partner and a friend in the Gulf region. We have
intensified our relations over the past years, with the
signature of a Cooperation Arrangement in 2016. This
year I expect to deepen our
common work on the econo-
my, energy and humanitarian
action,” she said.

Delicate moment
Turning to EU’s ties with

the six-member GCC, she
said “we have always valued
our engagement with the
Gulf Cooperation Council as
a forum, as well as with its
individual members. The
Middle East is going through
a delicate and complex moment; there are some oppor-
tunities to take, such as the territorial defeat of Da’esh,
but there is also great instability and the constant risk
of new escalations.  “It is more important than ever to
keep all channels for dialogue open. The EU has good
relations with all countries around the Gulf, and we are
ready to contribute in any possible way to help estab-
lish a more positive regional dynamic,” the EU’s top
diplomat said.

Mogherini said that the territorial defeat of the so-
called Islamic State is a turning point in Iraq’s history,
and it can give hope to the entire region. With invest-
ments of more than 650 million Euros ($796 million)
since 2014, the EU is already a major supporter to Iraq,
she added.

Humanitarian role
Separately, President of the International

Organization of Migration (IOM) mission in Kuwait
Iman Eriqat said yesterday that hosting Kuwait
International Conference for Reconstruction of Iraq
(KICRI) affirms its humanitarian standing and role in
helping the Arab nations.

Eriqat said that Kuwait’s initiative and hosting of
conferences confirms its leading humanitarian role in

the world, through His Highness the Amir’s initiative to
help support the humanitarian situation in Iraq and
rebuild the war-torn country. Eriqat said that her UN
mission participating in the conference comes to shed
light on its previous achievements and efforts to sup-
port displaced Iraqis, through a presentation in exhibi-
tion on the sidelines of the conference, including show-
ing the agency’s past efforts after Iraq’s war on the so-
called Islamic State (IS).

Massive displacement
Eriqat said that Iraq is

facing more than three years
of massive displacement to
its population in the north,
amounting to nearly five mil-
lion people because of that
war, which resulted in heavy
pressure to many other
areas that have been shaken
by war, adding that not only
people that were displaced
but war ruined infrastruc-

ture. Eriqat added that they are working on the
process of returning those displaced Iraqis to their for-
mer homes and cities on all territories inside Iraq,
adding that the liberated areas suffer from the destruc-
tion of its infrastructure, which requires the recon-
struction of those areas.

The official stressed that aid and support provided
by the State of Kuwait and other countries to the dis-
placed Iraqis has contributed greatly to enable the UN
mission to play its role, which facilitated the task of
getting displaced people to various services they
urgently needed.

On KICRI, Eriqat praised the large participation
from various countries, regional, and international

organizations, considering such big participation
reflects on the importance of these events. Eriqat
expressed hopes that the conference will have “posi-
tive results and best serve the interests of Iraqi peo-
ple, and the process of development and progress
moves forward in order to achieve security and stabil-
ity in the region.” — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait is all geared up to host the minis-
terial meeting for the coalition to fight the so-called
Islamic State (IS) today. The meeting is part of a
series of international conferences that took place in
order to build a formal coalition to destroy the IS,
which had taken over large portions of Syria and
Iraq in 2014. Since then, the coalition is now 68
countries strong beside other decision-making inter-
national organizations, namely the US, the UK,
France, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, the
Netherlands, Canada, New Zeeland, Australia and
Turkey, in addition to members of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, Iraq, Jordan and Morocco.

The first of these conferences took place in
September 2014 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, where for-
eign ministers of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, UAE, Bahrain,
Qatar, Oman, Egypt and Jordan, met with former US
Secretary of State John Kerry on what each of these
countries would contribute to their common security
in the matter. At the end of the conference, the
Jeddah communique came out declaring support to
the American military effort, and commitment to
unite against the threat of terrorism, including that of
IS. In addition, the signatories vowed providing mili-
tary support and humanitarian aid towards the effort,
as well as agreeing to stop the flow of foreign fight-
ers through neighboring countries, countering terror
financing and extremist ideology, and enforce the
necessary measures of justice against violators.

Five-point plan
In December of the same year, another meeting

was held in NATO headquarters in Brussels, which
resulted in a five-point plan to uphold the coalition.
In January 2015, former British Foreign Minister
Philip Hammond hosted the counter IS meeting in
London. Twenty-one countries gathered as a small
group of the global coalition.

The 21 key members of the global coalition
reviewed efforts to degrade and defeat IS, not just
through military force but also by addressing the
underlying narrative of the organization, its financ-
ing, its flow of foreign fighters and by reasserting

commitment to Iraq. In June 2015, Paris hosted yet
another counter IS coalition conference, where all
participants reasserted that The Global Coalition is
united and committed to defeating IS.

Rome was the next host of the anti-IS interna-
tional coalition meetings, as in February 2016, 23
countries reviewed operations and new ways of
cooperation.  The meeting was chaired by the US
Secretary of State back then John Kerry and former
Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni.

Kerry had underlined that there should be no
doubt that IS will be destroyed.  The meeting also
reviewed achievements made against IS in 2015 and
analyzed future operations, as well as it explored
new ways of cooperation.  In July the same year,
Washington hosted the Foreign and Defense
Ministers of the Counter-IS Coalition Small Group,
with Military Coalition and members that have made
major non-military contributions convened to refine
their common approach to IS affiliates in many
regions of the world.

Berlin hosted the next version of meetings in
November 2016 to review progress of collective
effort to liberate Mosul, northern Iraq and to build
momentum towards the isolation and liberation of
Raqqa in Syria; both under the clutches of IS at
the time.

Full coalition
In March 2017, US Secretary of State Rex

Tillerson hosted the foreign ministers and senior
leaders of the Global Coalition working to defeat IS
in Washington. This meeting was the first for the full
coalition, at 68 members, since December 2014.  It
included a detailed discussion of priorities for the
coalition’s multiple lines of effort, including military,
foreign terrorist fighters, counterterrorist financing,
counter-messaging, and stabilization of liberated
areas, to increase the momentum of the campaign.
Additionally, the ministers discussed the ongoing
humanitarian crises in Iraq and Syria that are affect-
ing the region.

In November 2017, Amman hosted meeting for
the political leaders of the Global Coalition against
IS with representatives of 27 countries, as well as
four international organizations attending. It coincid-
ed with the positive developments in the war against
terrorism in Iraq and Syria, as participants discussed
the coalition’s efforts to fight IS, especially after the
liberation of Mosul and Raqqa from the terrorist
group. The Global Coalition against IS was formed in
September 2014 and is committed to degrading and
ultimately defeating the extremist group. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Minister Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf held talks yesterday with the Vice President of
the World Bank for the Middle East and North Africa
Hafez Ghanem, focusing on preparations for a Kuwait-
hosted conference on reconstruction in Iraq. The two
officials also discussed a number of projects the World
Bank is pursuing in Kuwait, in an encounter attended by
a number of Kuwaiti foreign ministry officials and rep-
resentatives of the global financial institution.

Meanwhile, Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI) Director General Rabah Al-Rabah said
that hosting Kuwait International Conference for
Reconstruction of Iraq (KICRI) reflects its important
humanitarian role and keenness to ensure security and
stability of Iraq and the region.

Rabah assured keenness of His Highness the Amir

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the
success of the conference and the importance of
working to achieve progress in developing countries
of the region, as well as benefiting its peoples, adding
that this was what Kuwait has been working on
throughout its history.

Rabah added that KCCI will contribute and partici-
pate in this conference through hosting the “Invest in
Iraq” conference, which will start tomorrow with the
participation of about 1,850 representatives from 49
countries, which will seek investment opportunities in
Iraq, and to be aware of the guarantees provided to
investors, international institutions, including the
World Bank.

Rabah noted the existence of guarantees on invest-
ment opportunities in Iraq through international and
regional institutions such as the World Bank, the
International  Monetary Fund and the Arab
Investment Guarantee Corporation, which give
greater encouragement to those wishing to invest and
help with the reconstruction of Iraq. The Director
General pointed out that the conference ‘Invest in
Iraq’ will be held in the presence of Iraqi Prime
Minister Haidar Al-Abadi, who will deliver a speech,
noting that the conference will review investment
opportunities in Iraq, totaling 157. — KUNA
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