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LOS ANGELES: DeMar DeRozan delivered
35 points and nailed a career-high matching
six three pointers as the Toronto Raptors
rebounded from Thursday’s loss with an
emphatic 130-105 demolition of the
Portland Trail Blazers. Jonas Valanciunas
added 18 points and eight rebounds for the
Raptors, who won for the third time in four
outings. Six players scored in double fig-
ures for Toronto. Damian Lillard scored 32
points and dished out 10 assists for the Trail
Blazers, who lost for only the second time in
nine games. CJ McCollum had 21 points and
Jusuf Nurkic 20 for Portland.

BUCKS 92, KNICKS 90
Jabari Parker scored 12 points in his first

game since February of last season and
Giannis Antetokounmpo capped off a 29-
point night by scoring with a second left as
the Milwaukee Bucks held on for a 92-90
victory over the New York Knicks on
Friday night at the Bradley Center.
Antetokounmpo pulled down an Enes
Kanter miss with 24 seconds left and
worked the clock down before putting up a
left-handed floater, breaking a 90-90 tie in
the final second. The Knicks called timeout,
and Tim Hardaway Jr. missed a 3 as time
expired. Antetokounmpo hit 10 of 21 shots
and went 8-for-12 from the free throw line
while adding 11 rebounds for the Bucks,
who were playing without point guard
Malcolm Brogdon after an MRI revealed a
partially torn left quadriceps tendon that

will sideline him six to eight weeks. Parker
had been sidelined since Feb. 8 of last sea-
son when he tore his left ACL for the sec-
ond time in his brief career. He played his
limit of 15 minutes and showed few signs of
rust in the opening half, scoring 12 points
on 4-of-7 shooting. He got his first true test
of the knee in the final minute of the first
quarter, driving the length of the court,
planting and going up for a dunk.

76ERS 103, HEAT 97
Ben Simmons had 20 points, six

rebounds and five assists to lead all five
starters in double figures as host
Philadelphia defeated Miami. Joel Embiid
scored 17 points and grabbed 11 rebounds
while Dario Saric had 17 points and 10
rebounds as the Sixers snapped a three-
game losing streak and moved one game
above .500. Robert Covington and JJ
Redick scored 13 points each and Justin
Anderson had 11. The Heat outscored the
Sixers 37-17 and managed to pull within
four in the fourth quarter, but Philadelphia
was able to hold on.

CELTICS 119, HAWKS 110
Terry Rozier scored 10 of his career-

high 31 points late in the third quarter, pro-
pelling Boston over Atlanta at TD Garden.
Jayson Tatum complemented Rozier with 27
points, helping the Celtics beat the Hawks
for the third straight time this season in a
duel between the teams with the best and

worst records in the Eastern Conference.
The Celtics were playing for a second con-
secutive game without All-Star guard Kyrie
Irving, out with a bruised quad. Boston was
also without Marcus Morris (hip), Marcus
Smart (hand) and Shane Larkin (knee).

HORNETS 133, PACERS 126
Kemba Walker scored 41 points to help

make sure Charlotte didn’t waste a fran-
chise record set early in the game against
visiting Indiana. The Hornets scored a
record 49 first-quarter points. That was the
most points for any quarter in franchise his-
tory. Nic Batum, buoyed by seven 3s,
pumped in a season-high 31 points and
Frank Kaminsky supplied 15 points, as the
Hornets cranked it up late after a spotty
midgame stretch.

LAKERS 102, NETS 99
Brook Lopez received a video tribute at

the end of the first quarter in his return to
Brooklyn and scored 19 points as Los

Angeles took the lead for good midway
through the fourth quarter and held on.
Lopez, who is the Nets’ all-time leading
scorer, received a nice hand from fans in
pregame introductions and then was given
a tribute at the end of the opening quarter.
The center scored 14 points in the second
half and finished making 8 of 13 shots and 3
of 5 3-pointers. D’Angelo Russell, who was
acquired from the Lakers for Lopez, had 15
points on 7-of-18 shooting for the Nets.

PELICANS 114, THUNDER 100
Without new frontcourt partner Nikola

Mirotic, Anthony Davis scored 43 points
and passed Davis West as New Orleans’ all-
time leading scorer in a win over Oklahoma
City at Chesapeake Energy Arena. Davis
also had 10 rebounds and is expected to
join forces with Mirotic for the first time on
Saturday when New Orleans visits
Minnesota. E’Twaun Moore added 26
points, Jrue Holiday had 11 points and 11
assists, Darius Miller scored 11 off the bench

and Rajon Rondo had seven points, 13
assists, seven rebounds and four steals for
the Pelicans. Russell Westbrook had a
triple-double for the Thunder, finishing with
16 points, 14 assists and 10 rebounds. Steven
Adams had 23 points and 12 rebounds, Paul
George scored 15 points, Alex Abrines had
14, Carmelo Anthony 13 and Jerami Grant
had 12 points and 12 rebounds.

JAZZ 129, SUNS 97
Rookie guard Donovan Mitchell scored

40 points and made a season-high seven 3-
pointers and Joe Ingles added 16 points in
Utah’s lopsided victory over Phoenix at
Talking Stick Resort Arena. Ricky Rubio
had 14 points, nine assists and six rebounds,
and every starter scored in double figures
for the Jazz, who won their second straight
blowout after beating Golden State 129-99
on Tuesday. Ingles made four 3-pointers to
extend his hot shooting. He made a career-
high six 3s against Golden State and has 16
in his last four games. — Agencies
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Patriots, Eagles ready for
Super Bowl showdown 
By Antonio Coelho
Sports Editor

It’s going to be one game, one night. The New England Patriots
and Philadelphia Eagles have set up a second Super Bowl
showdown after both teams won their respective conference

championships with contrasting victories last week. Reigning NFL
champions Patriots defeated Jacksonville Jaguars 24-20 in the
AFC title game, while Eagles crushed the Minnesota Vikings 38-7
in the NFC decider to set up a the Feb 4 clash in Minneapolis. The
Patriots will be making their 10th appearance in the title game.

New England enjoyed the upper hand when the two last con-
tested an NFL title game in 2005. Overall, the teams have met 13
times through the years, with the Eagles winning seven of the
games, the last in 2015. But tonight’s game is going to be a close
one with plenty of fireworks from both sides.

The prediction is that Eagles will score 35 straight points just
like they did two years ago in Foxboro. But the Eagles haven’t
won a Super Bowl in franchise history. If they win, they will join
the Giants as one of only two teams able to take down the mighty
empire in the Super Bowl.

The player to watch is New England Patriots’ Tom Brady get-
ting his sixth ring, despite an injured hand. He rallied New
England from a 10-point deficit in the fourth quarter with two
touchdown passes to beat Jacksonville. “It’s just been an unbe-
lievable run,” said Brady, who will be making his eighth Super
Bowl appearance with coach Bill Belichick. 

For the Patriots, Brady is on the cusp of doing something no
40-year-old quarterback has done before. He’s also the top can-
didate to earn the NFL’s Most Valuable Player award, which
would be his fifth. 

Justin Timberlake will perform at halftime, while Pink will sing
the national anthem before kickoff. 

Today, the NFL has the highest average attendance of any
professional sports league in the world and is the most popular
sports league in the United States. The Super Bowl is among the
biggest club sporting events in the world and individual Super
Bowl games account for many of the most watched television pro-
grams in American history, occupying the all-time most-watched
US television broadcasts. Television ratings of the Super Bowl
have steadily increased over the years, with advertisers paying
more than $3.5 million for a 30-second spot.

Meanwhile, Las Vegas casinos are joining the Tom Brady fan
club, since their share of what is expected to be a record year for
Super Bowl wagers will increase if the quarterback’s Patriots beat
the Eagles. The defending champions are 4-1/2 point favorites
heading into the National Football League’s championship game
in Minneapolis, with the bulk of bets still to come in ahead of
kickoff.

Brady and Patriots 
looking forward, 
not back
MINNEAPOLIS: The New England Patriots say
they have left past glories firmly in the rear-
view mirror as they look ahead to today’s Super
Bowl clash with the Philadelphia Eagles. The
most dominant franchise of the past two
decades will etch themselves into the record
books today if they claim a sixth Lombardi
Trophy, putting them alongside the Pittsburgh
Steelers with the most titles in history.

But Bill Belichick’s team say their sole focus
remains the four quarters of combat against the
Eagles at the US Bank Stadium. Running back
James White, who scored a record 20 points in
last year’s epic against Atlanta-three touch-
downs and a two-point conversion-said he
rarely thinks about his MVP-worthy perform-
ance in Houston 12 months ago.

“This is a ‘What have you done for me late-
ly?’ league,” White told AFP.  “You’ve always
got to prove yourself and that’s what I’ve been
trying to do ever since. “Houston for me is
over. It was over two weeks afterwards,” he
added. “You never stop having to prove your-
self in this team.”

White’s mantra would no doubt win firm
approval from Tom Brady. The Patriots quarter-
back has his gaze fixed squarely on the chal-
lenge of the Eagles in what will be his eighth
Super Bowl appearance. The 40-year-old icon
is determined to avoid a repeat of the two Super
Bowl defeats he suffered against the New York
Giants in the 2007 and 2011 seasons.

“The ones that we lost are very painful,”
Brady told AFP. “You put a lot into it and when it
doesn’t go well, you wake up the next day and
you’re thinking it was a nightmare. You’re think-
ing ‘Man, did that really happen?’. 

“That’s what I remember from those two
losses.” Brady, however, who would become the
first player to win six Super Bowls if
Philadelphia are vanquished this weekend, has
long learned to leave the past behind.

Like White, Brady has consigned last year’s
record comeback against Atlanta, where he
inspired the Patriots as they overturned a 28-3
deficit, to history. “I haven’t thought about the
game last year much in a long time,” Brady said.
“It was a great win but we’ve got another big
one coming up and that’s where my focus is.
What’s happened in the past is great, but it’s not
going to win us anything this weekend.”

‘WHATEVER IT TAKES’ 
Yet Brady acknowledged that the experience

of digging out so many late wins gave his team a
formidable reserve of mental muscle memory.
Brady has led no fewer than eight fourth-quarter
comebacks during postseason games, a record. It
is a fact that Brady regularly reminds his team-
mates of when he is rallying on the sidelines.

“A lot of times I tell our team: ‘Whatever it
takes. Whatever it takes.  Don’t ever let up. Don’t
ever let your mind drift to a place where you lose
a certain level of belief,’” he said. “Because I’ve
always believed that until the clock runs out, it’s
never over. I’ve had a lot situations in my career
to know that anything can happen. “We’ve been
down 11 points with two minutes left and won.
We were down in this game last year by a big
margin. You don’t want to be in those positions
but if you are, you play to the end.”  — AFP

MINNEAPOLIS: Iron Chef Cat Cora attends SiriusXM at Super Bowl LII Radio Row at the Mall of America
on Friday in Bloomington, Minnesota. — AFP

Raptors rebound from loss 
with three-point explosion

MILWAUKEE: Enes Kanter #00 of the New York Knicks handles the ball against the Milwaukee Bucks on Friday at the BMO Harris Bradley Center
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. — AFP

Turkish Airlines 
brings Super Bowl 
excitement to the 
skies with Dr Oz 
KUWAIT: Turkish Airlines passengers will be
able to watch the Super Bowl LII, the final game
of the National Football League, live on all flights
with Internet connection today. 

“We not only carry our guests to the most

countries worldwide, but we also aim to bring
them the experience of a lifetime by delivering
them not only superb quality of service but also
excellent in-flight entertainment. We are once
again excited to offer the experience of watching
the Super Bowl, the most watched show in US TV
history, live on Turkish Airlines flights. I am also
delighted to announce that our new commercial
video starring famous heart surgeon and TV per-
sonality Dr. Oz will also be broadcast for the first
time during the Super Bowl commercial break,
marking the launch of our Five Senses campaign.”
Ahmet Olmustur, Chief Marketing Officer (CMO)
of Turkish Airlines announced.

Turkish Airlines has been recognized as the
winner of Skytrax’s ‘Best Airline in Europe’ award

six consecutive years and awarded for ‘Best
Business Class Airline Catering’, ‘World’s Best
Business Class Lounge’, and also ‘Best Business
Class Dining Lounge’ several times by Skytrax,
one of the most prestigious passenger survey
organizations in global aviation industry. 

The global carrier offers a seamless in-flight
entertainment service with Planet which features
content in 23 different languages including more
than 800 TV shows, over 700 music albums, 7
in-flight live TV broadcasts, 11 “barrier-free”
films with “descriptive subtitles” and “descriptive
audio” techniques; as well as noise-cancelling
headphones on all long-haul flights. A preview of
the commercial video can be viewed via the fol-
lowing weblink; https://youtu.be/s2Zpajj1aZc

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Boston 38 15 71.7 -
Toronto 35 16 68.6 2
Cleveland 30 20 60.0 6.5
Washington 29 22 56.9 8
Miami 29 23 55.8 8.5
Milwaukee 28 23 54.9 9
Indiana 29 24 54.7 9
Philadelphia 25 24 51.0 11
Detroit 24 26 48.0 12.5
New York 23 30 43.4 15
Charlotte 22 29 43.1 15
Brooklyn 19 34 35.8 19
Chicago 18 33 35.3 19
Orlando 15 35 30.0 21.5
Atlanta 15 37 28.8 22.5

Western Conference
Golden State 41 11 78.8 -
Houston 37 13 74.0 3
San Antonio 34 20 63.0 8
Minnesota 33 22 60.0 9.5
Oklahoma City30 23 56.6 11.5
Portland 29 23 55.8 12
New Orleans 28 23 54.9 12.5
Denver 27 25 51.9 14
LA Clippers 25 25 50.0 15
Utah 23 28 45.1 17.5
LA Lakers 20 31 39.2 20.5
Memphis 18 33 35.3 22.5
Phoenix 18 35 34.0 23.5
Sacramento 16 35 31.4 24.5
Dallas 16 36 30.8 25

Oklahoma City 100, New Orleans 114; Philadelphia 103, Miami 97; Sacramento 104, Golden
State 119; Boston 119, Atlanta 110; Brooklyn 99, LA Lakers 102; Toronto 130, Portland 105;
Phoenix 97, Utah 129; Milwaukee 92, New York 90; Charlotte 133, Indiana 126.


