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Kuwait returns to 
UNSC presidency
with same 
priorities: 
Ambassador
NEW YORK: Kuwait has returned to the
Security Council after 40 years and
returns today to head the council in
February after 39 years, its last presiden-
cy of the Security Council in February
1979, Kuwait’s Permanent Representative
to the United Nations and Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi said.  This came at a
press conference held at the United
Nations recently on the occasion of
Kuwait’s presidency of the Security
Council in February, where Ambassador
Otaibi reviewed the agenda of the Council
and the top priorities of the foreign policy
of Kuwait. He pointed out that the Kuwaiti
foreign policy continued during the past
four decades with the same priorities,
namely the Arab issues on top of which is
the Palestinian issue, as well as its policies
of preventive diplomacy and mediation.

Otaibi pointed out that during the past
decades, the State of Kuwait has made
many moves in the Middle East and that
during its presidency of the Security
Council, it will focus on developing the
Council’s working mechanism to increase
efficiency and transparency, improve the
working methods of the Council and
humanitarian issues.  He said that the most
important session of the Security Council
will be an open discussion session on the
working methods of the Security Council,
a ministerial briefing on the principles and
purposes of the United Nations Charter,
in addition to a session on the situation in
Palestine and a focus on the humanitarian
situation in Gaza after 50 years of occu-

pation. In response to a question on the
position of the State of Kuwait on the
Palestinian issue, Otaibi said, “We support
the Palestinian position and outcome of
the meeting of Arab foreign ministers,
where the participation of Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas in the meeting
of the Security Council on the Palestinian
issue was recently confirmed”.

Otaibi stressed the importance of the
Palestinian president’s planned visit to the
United Nations, which comes after a
meeting of Arab foreign ministers and the
Arab action to push forward the peace
process to deal with Israeli violations of
Jerusalem.

On the recent Security Council’s visit
to Washington to become acquainted with
remnant of the rockets  that were
launched by the Houthis on Saudi Arabia
which the US claimed they were Iranians,
the Ambassador said the Security Council
did not receive anything about this matter.

On Myanmar, Otaibi said: “We tried
and made an effort to arrange a visit to
Myanmar during our presidency of the
council, but the government of Myanmar
did not reject in principle but the timing
was not appropriate”.

On the issue of Kuwait’s position on
the transitional phase in Syria, he said
that this stage was adopted in the Geneva
Declaration, which included a number of
resolutions and the position of Kuwait is
to support the implementation of the res-
olution and the Geneva Declaration.

“If the brothers in Syria agree with
each other, the official position of Kuwait
is in favor of Security Council resolutions
and the Geneva negotiations”, he added.
On the forthcoming conference on Iraq
reconstruction, the Kuwaiti Ambassador
said “We expect the participation of more
than 70 countries at a high level where
preparations are being made in coordina-
tion with the governments of Kuwait, Iraq,
the United Nations, the European Union
and the World Bank to mobilize support
for the reconstruction of the liberated
areas.” —KUNA

GENEVA: Member of the Kuwaiti parliamentary caucus
MP Dr Khalil Abul affirmed yesterday that he and his fel-
low legislators would not be complacent in defending the
country at international quarters. Members of the Kuwaiti
caucus held a meeting with officials of the human rights
committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), in coor-
dination with the Chair Gabriela Barron, to discuss com-
plaints delivered to the IPU against the Kuwaiti parliament,
he said on sidelines of a meeting that grouped Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and Barron, late on Friday.

The discussions tackled protests forwarded by the
Israeli Knesset against the Kuwaiti parliamentary caucus
and charges that the Kuwaiti parliament had taken anti-
Semitic stances. They also
dealt with a complaint filed
by the former MP
Abdulhamid Dashti con-
cerning his lifted parlia-
mentary immunity, as well
as protests by lawmaker
Shuaib Al-Mwaizri. MP
Abul said such complaints
are tantamount to protests
against the State of Kuwait,
rather than “a parliament,
institution or individual.”

Assembly’s role
IPU President Gabriela Barron had confirmed the exis-

tence of several complaints against the Kuwaiti parliament,
while at the same time praising it at the regional and inter-
national levels.  This came in a press statement after meet-
ing Ghanem and his accompanying parliamentary delega-
tion in Geneva on Friday evening.

Barron said in a statement that meetings will be held to
discuss the complaints against the Kuwaiti parliament at
the IPU, appreciating transparency and commitment of the
Kuwaiti parliament and its speaker to search for the facts
behind these complaints. “It is good that there is coopera-
tion from parliament to discuss issues related to parlia-
mentary human rights,” she said.

Barron praised the active and positive participation of
the Kuwaiti National Assembly in the meetings and com-
mittees of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, pointing out that
the enthusiasm and responsibility shown by the Speaker of
the Kuwaiti National Assembly and the accompanying
parliamentary delegation are important and strong for the
development of cooperative relations between Kuwait and
the international community.  She stressed the importance
of the role of the Kuwaiti National Assembly at the region-
al and international levels, adding that the IPU needs the
assistance of the Kuwaiti National Assembly to achieve the
strategies that were set for the next stage.

She expressed concern about the consequences of the
transfer of the US embassy to Jerusalem “and we had a
position on this matter more than a month ago and
reviewed the developments at the Arab, regional and
international levels and we are happy to work and coop-
erate with the Kuwaiti parliament on all Arab and inter-
national issues.”

In the meantime, Ghanem said that “during our meeting
we discussed several complaints, not one complaint
against Kuwait by the Zionists, as well as a former deputy
and current one as I previously reported.”

“Through our meeting with the President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, we have been told that there are

those who provide them
with false information. I
assure the Kuwaiti peo-
ple that I and your
brothers, members of the
Kuwaiti parliamentary
caucus, will not allow
anyone who would dis-
honor Kuwait and pro-
vide international organ-
izations with lies and
misleading information,”
he stated.  Al-Ghanem
expressed his thanks and
appreciation to the

President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union for her praise
of the role of the Kuwaiti National Assembly at the region-
al and international levels and its participation in achieving
the strategy adopted by the Union in the coming stage.

He stressed that “this good reputation of the Kuwaiti
parliament on the regional and international organizations
was built by us and by men of glory before us and no one
will succeed in distorting the image of the Kuwaiti parlia-
ment or Kuwait abroad,” adding that he will inform the
Kuwaiti people on the details immediately upon his return
to Kuwait.

On the other hand, Ghanem said that the meeting
touched on many important topics, chiefly the Palestinian
issue, in his capacity as chairman of the Palestinian stead-
fastness committee formed by the Arab Parliamentary
Union and charged with transferring the Arab position to
the world’s important parliaments on the Palestinian issue.
He pointed out that the President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union has honorable positions on the Arab
issues, foremost of which is the issuance of a statement
rejecting the American recognition of Jerusalem as the
capital of the Zionist entity. “The President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union was in support of the fair Arab issues
in many forums and I share her opinion, which she put dur-
ing her meeting with us,” he added. 

IPU law
Meanwhile, member of

the Kuwaiti parliament Ali
Al-Deqbasi said yesterday
that he was aspiring for
modifying constituent law of
the IPU. Deqbasi, member of
the Kuwaiti parliamentary
delegation currently on a
mission at the IPU head-
quarters, said he was seek-
ing the amendments for
ensuring the states that vio-
late human rights and UN
principles do not occupy
seats in the union. This pro-
posal is ideal for facing

arrogance and intransigence of states and entities that
breach human rights and principles of the international
legitimacy, he said in a statement.

Kuwaiti MPs, at the international level, have been rally-
ing Arab and Islamic forces to face such abuses by several
states, namely “the Zionist entity (Israel)” which has con-
tinued to breach international legitimacy’s resolutions by

committing more crimes, he said. The Kuwaiti parliament,
which is respected and admired by the Arab and Islamic
groups at the IPU, adheres to UN resolutions and interna-
tional laws. The credit goes for this admiration to His
Highness the Amir who exerted efforts at the international
quarters and result of the State of Kuwait balanced poli-
cies to bolster global security and peace. —KUNA

Lawmaker
aspires to

change IPU
constituent law

GENEVA: Speaker of Kuwait’s National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem and his accompanying parlia-
mentary delegation meet with President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Gabriela Barron. —KUNA

MP Abul vows unfaltering 
defense of Kuwait at IPU

Role of Kuwait’s National Assembly extolled
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UN chief, Diwan
Advisor tackle
humanitarian issues
NEW YORK: UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres and Kuwait’s Amiri Diwan Special
Advisor and President of the International
Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) Abdullah
Maatouq, discussed yesterday at New York a
number of humanitarian issues and challenges,
including Iraq Reconstruction Conference,
which will be hosted by Kuwait on February 12.

Maatooq, who is also UN Secretary General
Special Advisor, said on the sidelines of the
meeting that his visit aimed at tackling means of
cooperation and coordination on various crises,
humanitarian aspects, and repercussions,
including the importance of international com-
munity in alleviating the humanitarian complica-
tions of disasters and conflicts.

He stressed keenness on Kuwait support
through its charitable societies to continue
cooperation with the United Nations and its
specialized agencies and to continue their sup-
port to afflicted people suffering from the
scourge of homelessness and displacement or
even those who found shelter in camps.
Maatooq added that he extended his sincere
thanks and appreciation to the Secretary-
General for responding to the invitation of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to attend the Kuwait
International Conference on Iraq

Reconstruction scheduled for February 12-14.
He noted that he discussed with the

Secretary General the efforts of the
International Islamic Charitable Organization to
mobilize local, regional and international organi-

zations in the conference of NGOs to support
the humanitarian situation in Iraq, hoping that
the conference will succeed in meeting the
needs of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi families,
including whose who live in camps. —KUNA

NEW YORK: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres (right) meets with Kuwait’s Amiri
Diwan Special Advisor and President of the International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) Abdullah Maatouq. —KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations and
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi (center) speaks during a press conference
held at the United Nations on the occasion of Kuwait’s presidency of the
Security Council. —KUNA

Kuwait pursues 
relief effort in
disaster areas
KUWAIT: Living up to its UN-bestowed status
as an International Humanitarian Center, Kuwait
continued responding to natural and man-made
emergencies across the Middle East and
beyond over last week. On Saturday, Jan 27,
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Chairman
Hilal Al-Sayer underlined the significance of
development projects for people affected by
natural disasters.  Upon arrival in the
Philippines to launch a Kuwaiti humanitarian
project there, Sayer said that the Kuwait-fund-
ed humanitarian initiatives mirror Kuwait’s
bright image worldwide.

He said he was in the Philippines in order to
open a Kuwaiti humanitarian village in Samar in
Visayas Province, east of the Philippines, which
was hit by typhoon in November 2013 and left
thousands of people dead and caused stupen-
dous damage nationwide.  The Kuwaiti
Humanitarian Village is home to 297 housing
units, he said, quoting His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah as having
announced a
bountiful donation
of $10 million in
emergency relief
aid to typhoon-hit
people in the
Philippines. It
took a couple of
years to complete
the humanitarian
project, with rele-
vant international
safety criteria
having been met,
the KRCS chief
boasted.  The
KRCS was in the
forefront of the societies that had immediately
responded to calls for humanitarian and relief
aid to the Philippines, he pointed out.

On Monday, Jan 29, KRCS unlocked a new
suburb bearing the name of Kuwait in the east-
ern Filipino province of Samar.  The Southeast
Asian archipelago of the Philippines now wel-
comes its newest suburb christened, “Kuwait
Humanitarian Village,” with 297 housing units, a
KRCS statement cited Sayer as saying.

He hailed Kuwait’s prompt and effective aid
to the Philippines, saying the village’s name was
a reference to Kuwait’s UN bestowed moniker
of “Humanitarian Center.” The KRCS Chairman

thanked Filipino officials for their cooperation
and support, which proved instrumental in mak-
ing this fledgling village see the light of day.
“KRCS remains steadfast in its commitment to
address humanitarian challenges, including
poverty and malnutrition, all over the world,”
Sayer pointed out.  Disaster-prone the
Philippines is battered by some 20 typhoons a
year, leaving millions of Filipinos vulnerable and
underprepared for such calamities.

On Friday, Feb 2, KRCS distributed humani-
tarian assistance to earthquake victims near
Halabja province, Kurdistan-Iraq region.  The
“Kuwait beside you” campaign, funded by
KRCS, has delivered 2,000 food supplies to
inflicted victims in Kurdistan region, said
Kuwait’s Consul General in Irbil Omar Al-
Kanderi.

The distribution of aid is part of humanitarian
campaigns under the guidance of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, he added. Meanwhile, Yonis Abdelsalam,
a representative from Iraqi Red Crescent
Society (IRCS) hailed Kuwait’s humanitarian
efforts to earthquake victims and to those in
special need and expressed gratitude for such
support.  Since the 7.1 magnitude earthquake,
KRCS have supplied 90 tons of food aid as well
as 60,000 liters of white oil, he noted. It was the
largest earthquake to hit the region since the 7.7
magnitude earthquake in Saravan in 2013 in Iran,
killing 35 people. —KUNA
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