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KUWAIT: The Economic and Commercial Counselor of the Embassy of People’s
Republic of China Cheng Yongru along with Defense Attache Senior Colonel  Zhang
Ge visited Kuwait Times recently and discussed matters of mutual concern with
Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

WASHINGTON: US Deputy Secretary of
State John Sullivan said that he spoke with
Iraqi officials regarding the investment
opportunities that would be presented at
Kuwait international conference on recon-
struction of Iraq. The upcoming conference
“would provide an important opportunity
for the government of Iraq to showcase a
number of attractive investment opportuni-
ties for foreign investors, including many
American companies, and to demonstrate
that Iraq is open for business,” Sullivan, who
returned from a visit to Iraq, told reporters.
During the meeting, both the sides also
agreed to collaborate further in the areas of
trade, finance, political, and diplomatic
cooperation.

The US senior official also took note of
Iraq’s recent defeat of the so-called Islamic
State (IS) caliphate and highlighted “further
coordination on this effort at the ministerial
level of the Global Coalition to Defeat IS that
will take place in Kuwait on February 13.”

With regard to the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG), Sullivan indicated that
he told Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Abadi to
continue to work with Kurdish Prime
Minister Nechirvan Barzan to reach “practi-
cal accommodation on matters such as”
salaries and reopening Kurdish airports.

From Iraq, Sull ivan also travelled to
Afghanistan to meet with Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani, Chief Executive Dr Abdullah
Abdullah, Foreign Minister Salahuddin

Rabbani, and other government leaders.
“During each of these meetings,
Afghanistan’s leadership made it clear to me
that despite the recent tragic events, the
Afghan government will continue to work to
create the necessary conditions to bring the
Taleban to the negotiating table, and estab-
lish an environment for a sustained piece,”
said Sullivan.  Yet, he argued “everyone but
the Taleban appears ready for peace.” The
leaders then discussed security cooperation,
the importance of timely elections, economic
development, peace, and reconciliation. “I
applaud the efforts of the Afghan govern-
ment thus far, and welcome those officials in
continuing to make further progress,”
Sullivan concluded. — KUNA

US, Iraqi officials discuss
reconstruction conference

On Feb 1, several hashtags spread around
the world on what has been called the
International Day of the Headscarf to

raise awareness about the hijab and promote
tolerance and acceptance by others. Nazma
Khan launched the initiative in 2013. The goal of
the campaign is to spread awareness about the
veil, deepen the understanding of others about
it, and promote religious tolerance. All of these
are kind gestures, but not enough to resolve
urgent issues. 

As a woman, I believe women need to exert
joint efforts to support their role in the deci-
sion-making process in the world. The veil
should not be the only demand by women. Let
me say what women need in the Islamic world:
Women need intensive campaigns to fight dis-
crimination against women, whether legal dis-
crimination, social discrimination or economic
discrimination. Because all forms of discrimina-
tion certainly frustrate women and hinder the
process of development. 

The most important challenges that are fac-
ing women at the global level, and not just in the
Islamic world, are women’s views of themselves
and the issue of women vs women. It  is  a
regrettable fact that women lack confidence in
women leaders, something that exists in the
West as well . For example, the number of
women voters in Kuwait is higher than male vot-
ers, yet we only have one female MP. This is
clear evidence that there is a social problem. I
wish to see more hashtags to call for women to
work to increase their strength as women, and
not just hair that must be covered. A woman is
an entity, not just a body...

The global social heritage that put men in
the leadership position and women in the sec-
ond row will not be changed by a man, who
cements the concept of roles in the community.
Due to this social legacy, women are lagging
behind. We need a long time to educate women
and real media efforts to convey the reality that
women deserve to have equal opportunities in
leading. This will not happen unless we adopt
an educational curriculum that helps women to
move from a state of negativity and depend-
ence to a state of participation and equal roles
within society.

I hope to see campaigns that call for devel-
oping the curriculum and rejecting a system of
education that portrays women as only fit to
wash and cook. I am witnessing a sectarian rup-
ture, women’s vulnerability to extremism, a
decline of human rights and women’s rights in
the Islamic world and their role in political deci-
sion-making. These are crucial issues worth
mentioning, while initiatives like Hijab Day make
it seem as if this is the only thing missing here. 

Note that the covering of the head of Muslim
women today is in multiple forms and colors.
Also, what about the veil (niqab), and should the
Western world be forced to accept it too? How
about campaigns for equal pay for women and
men in the world? This is indeed an appropriate
topic. What about captive women under repres-
sive terrorist regimes where they are sold and
bought like goods and are fully covered? The
hijab is a piece of cloth that you can buy from
the market and has nothing to do with the
degree of religiosity of the community or its
respect of women as humans. What about equal
opportunities for women and men in the work-
place and in leadership ranks?

In Kuwait, the constitution and the law do not
force a woman, whether Muslim or otherwise, to
wear a headscarf, which reflects the freedom of
women and respect for their human rights. What
many of us see is the enhancement of the role of
women in society. Thanks to Allah, we have
gone a long way to think more about what
women need and how to address their issues
rather than just believing that the hijab is the
only issue, because we need and deserve more.

Hijab Day!
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