
LONDON:  Antonio Conte had no doubt the
pressure on his position would intensify after his
Chelsea side’s stunning 3-0 defeat by
Bournemouth at Stamford Bridge on Wednes-
day. The Blues head coach insists his Chelsea
team, the reigning Premier League champions,
are over-achieving this season-but claims he is
“relaxed” if members of the club’s hierarchy
view things differently. Defeat left Chelsea in
fourth place in the Premier League, just two
points above Tottenham Hotspur and Conte ac-
cepted there were concerns over whether the
Blues would qualify for next season’s Champi-
ons League.

“The pressure, it’s normal. It’s normal for a
coach, for a manager,” Conte said. “It’s normal
if you are Chelsea’s coach.  “After the first game
this season, you (the media) tried to put pres-
sure on my job. But I’m trying to do my best.”

The Italian added: “If someone doesn’t think
this club deserves this table (position) or de-
serve this situation. I repeat: we are doing
everything, we are doing 120 percent. I’m ex-
ploiting this squad at the maximum level.

“But, if someone doesn’t agree about this, I’m
here. I have to accept every situation. I’m very
relaxed about this. I know that I’m doing a great
job, a great work, me and the staff and the play-
ers.” There have been reports that Conte has
angered Chelsea’s Russian billionaire owner
Roman Abramovich with thinly veiled criticism
of the London club’s transfer policy.  

‘Reality’ 
Asked whether the transfer business con-

ducted by Chelsea’s top four rivals had made the
task of claiming a top four finish harder, Conte
replied: “We have to understand that, if we want
to speak about football and if we think to un-
derstand football we know very well this (a top
four place) will be very difficult for us.

“If we want only to dream and not see the re-
ality-in this case, I can tell you now we can fight
to win the title this season!”, added Conte,
whose side area huge 18 points behind leaders
Manchester City.

“It will be very important to look at the real-
ity and to know that, if we are able to reach a
place in the Champions League, it will be a
great success for us. Otherwise we have a nor-
mal season.

“My task is to try to be more realistic and try
to transfer this to the players, because the play-
ers... if they know and understand the danger...
But the players are fantastic in their commit-
ment. They understand very well what our situ-
ation is in this season.”

New signing Olivier Giroud watched the
game from behind the dug-out but Conte said:
“I don’t think now is the right moment to speak
about Giroud  after a bad defeat.”

“Now the most important thing is to under-
stand we have to fight. This season will be very
tough. We must be ready to struggle this season
for everything.”

‘BEST FEELING’ 
Goals from Callum Wilson, Junior Stanislas

and Nathan Ake in 16 second-half minutes se-
cured Bournemouth’s impressive victory. The
win moved Bournemouth up to tenth place, al-
though they remain just five points clear of the
bottom three.

Eddie Howe said the victory at Stamford
Bridge was the best moment in his nine years,
spread over two spells, as Bournemouth man-
ager. Howe, who has steered the club through
the leagues from third division League One, said:
“This is the best (feeling) because of the per-
formance. — AFP

S p o r t s Friday, February 2, 2018

Friday46

Conte under pressure as 
Bournemouth shock Chelsea

LONDON: Chelsea’s Belgian midfielder Eden Hazard (C) controls the ball during the English Premier
League football match between Chelsea and Bournemouth at Stamford Bridge in London on
Wednesday. — AFP

Defeat left Chelsea in fourth place in Premier League

Blatter to take 
legal action 
against FIFA
MANCHESTER: Former FIFA president Sepp Blatter,
currently serving a ban from the sport, told Reuters
yesterday he is considering legal action against the
global football body in an attempt to clear his name.

Blatter, who led FIFA for 17 years, was handed a
six-year ban for ethics violations, imposed amid the
biggest corruption scandal to shake world soccer’s
governing body in 2015.

The 81-year-old Swiss said that while “for the time
being there is no legal action”, he and his lawyers
were working on a potential case.

“My aim is to look into the decision of FIFA’s Ethic-
Committee in view of informations, and even evi-
dences that I have received, in the meantime, in
connection with my suspension,” Blatter told Reuters
via email.

“We are working on this case - and looking for-
ward for development.” It is likely that any legal action
from Blatter would take place in the Swiss civil courts.
FIFA did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.

In December 2016, Blatter lost an appeal in the

Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) against the sus-
pension. CAS ruled that Blatter had authorised pay-
ments to Michel Platini, then the European football
boss, worth over $2 million that amounted to “undue
gifts” and therefore violated FIFA’s code of ethics.

Blatter had resigned in June 2015 after several
dozen football officials, including FIFA executive com-
mittee members and former members, had been in-
dicted in the United States on graft charges, along
with two sports marketing firms.

The former FIFA president was not among those
indicted, but became embroiled in scandal when he
was banned from all football-related activity the fol-
lowing December by FIFA’s Ethics Committee along
with Platini.

The men were banned, initially for eight years, over
a payment of 2 million Swiss francs ($1.98 million) that
FIFA made to Platini in 2011, with Blatter’s approval,
for work done a decade earlier. The bans were re-
duced to six years by FIFA’s appeals committee in
February 2016.

Blatter, who has denied all charges against him, had
compared the FIFA Ethics Committee investigation to
“the inquisition”.

In 2015 Swiss prosecutors opened a criminal in-
vestigation into Blatter on suspicion of criminal mis-
management and misappropriation but no charges
have yet been brought. The man who headed FIFA
from 1998 to 2015 says he intends to attend June’s
World Cup in Russia after a personal invitation from
Russian President Vladimir Putin. — Reuters

West Ham suspend director
over racism allegations
LONDON: West Ham yesterday suspended director of recruitment Tony Henry
while the Premier League club investigates allegations that he made racist remarks
about African players. According to the Daily Mail newspaper, Henry said the
Hammers wanted to limit the number of African players because “they have a bad
attitude” and “cause mayhem” when they are not in the team.

Henry, it was claimed, suggested it was a policy supported by club manage-
ment but insisted West Ham had “nothing against the African race at all”. The
club announced on Thursday that Henry had been suspended while an investi-
gation takes place.

“The club can confirm that director of player recruitment Tony Henry has been
suspended pending a full and thorough investigation,” West Ham said in a state-
ment. “West Ham United will not tolerate any type of discrimination and has,
therefore, acted swiftly due to the serious nature of these claims.

“The West Ham United family is an inclusive one where, regardless of gender,
age, ability, race, religion or sexual orientation, everybody feels welcome and in-
cluded.” The Mail reported that Henry sent an email on January 27, in response to
an inquiry about a footballer of Cameroonian descent, to another senior West Ham
official and an agent. In the email, Henry allegedly wrote: “We don’t want any more
Africans and he’s not good enough.” When asked by the Mail why that was the
case, Henry reportedly highlighted “problems” with their former striker Diafra
Sakho, who left West Ham to join French club Rennes on Monday. — AFP


