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CHITTAGONG: Dhananjaya de Silva struck a
century and shared 187 runs in an unbroken
second wicket stand with Kushal Mendis as Sri
Lanka gave a strong reply to Bangladesh in the
first Test in Chittagong yesterday.

De Silva made an unbeaten 104 while
Mendis hit 83 not out, guiding Sri Lanka to
187-1 at stumps on the second day.Earlier,
Rangana Herath and Suranga Lakmal took
three wickets each to help the visitors dismiss
Bangladesh for 513 in their first innings.  The
pair came together after spinner Mehedi Hasan
got rid of Dimuth Karunaratne for a duck
shortly after Bangladesh’s innings ended with
skipper Mahmudullah Riyad unbeaten on 83.

De Silva led Sri Lanka’s batting charge with
his aggressive approach and brought his fourth
Test hundred off 122 balls with a cover drive
off left-arm spinner Taijul Islam. This is de
Silva’s second successive Test century after
scoring an unbeaten 119 in Sri Lanka’s last
match against India in New Delhi in December.
Bangladesh, who are now leading Sri Lanka by
326 runs, wasted two reviews against Mendis
and also dropped two chances offered by the
right-hander.  Mehedi dropped Mendis on four

off paceman Mustafizur Rahman at second
slip, before Imrul Kayes grassed another
chance-this time off Mehedi’s bowling-with
the batsman on 57.

The hosts, who resumed the day on 374-4,
added 139 runs to their overnight score with
Mahmudullah leading the charge on the sec-
ond day.  Mahmudullah added 58 runs with
debutant Sunzamul Islam for the eighth wicket,
after three quick wickets rattled the home side
early in the morning.  Spinner Herath brought
Mominul Haque’s majestic knock to an end in the
third over of the day when the left-handed bats-
man flicked a catch to Mendis at forward short-
leg. He made 176. Mominul who hit 16 fours and
a six, faced 214 balls and added just one run to
his overnight score. Herath struck again as
Mosaddek Hossain lofted a catch to Lakshan
Sandakan at mid-on after making just eight.

Mehedi took Bangladesh past 400 with a
lovely straight drive off paceman Lakmal,
before smashing Herath for a six. But he was
soon run out for 20 by Lahiru Kumara at
third man. Sunzamul made 24 runs before he
was stumped off left-arm wrist spinner San-
dakan. —AFP

De Silva hits ton in 
strong Sri Lankan reply

CHITTAGONG: Sri Lanka cricketer Dhananjaya de Silva (R) plays a shot as the Bangladesh wicketkeeper
Liton Das (L) looks on during the second day of the first cricket Test between Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong yesterday. —FP

De Silva’s second successive Test century 

Sri Lanka trail Bangladesh by 326 runs with 9
wickets remaining

Bangladesh 1st innings
Tamim Iqbal b Dilruwan Perera 52
Imrul Kayes lbw Lakshan Sandakan 40
Mominul Haque c Kusal Mendis b Rangana
Herath 176
Mushfiqur Rahim c Niroshan Dickwella b
Suranga Lakmal 92
Liton Das b Suranga Lakmal 0
Mahmudullah Not Out 83
Mosaddek Hossain c Lakshan Sandakan b Ran-
gana Herath 8
Mehedi Hasan Run Out Lahiru Kumara 20
Sunzamul Islam st Niroshan Dickwella b Lak-
shan Sandakan 24
Taijul Islam b Rangana Herath 1
Mustafizur Rahman c Niroshan Dickwella b
Suranga Lakmal 8
Extras 0b 0lb 4nb 0pen 5w 9
Total (129.5 overs) 513
all out
Fall of Wickets: 1-72 Iqbal, 2-120 Kayes, 3-356

Rahim, 4-356 Das, 5-376 Haque, 6-390 Saikat,
7-417 Miraz, 8-475 Islam, 9-478 Islam, 10-513
Rahman
Bowling: Suranga Lakmal 23.5-4-68-3-2.85
(1w,2nb); Lahiru Kumara 15-1-79-0-5.27 (1w);
Dilruwan Perera 27-4-112-1-4.15 (2nb); Rangana
Herath 37-2-50-3-4.05; Lakshan Sandakan 22-
1-92-2-4.18 (3w); Dhananjaya de Silva 5-0-12-
0-2.40.

Sri Lanka 1st innings
Dimuth Karunaratne c Imrul Kayes b Mehedi
Hasan 0
Kusal Mendis Not Out 83
Dhananjaya de Silva Not Out 104
Extras 0b 0lb 0nb 0pen 0w 0
Total (48.0 overs) 187-1
Fall of Wickets : 1-0 Karunaratne
To Bat: Chandimal, Dickwella, Silva, Perera,
Herath, Lakmal, Sandakan, Kumara
Bowling: Mustafizur Rahman 7-1-31-0-4.43;
Sunzamul Islam 15-1-52-0-3.47; Mehedi Hasan
8-0-45-1-5.62; Taijul Islam 17-3-56-0-3.29;
Mosaddek Hossain 1-0-3-0-3.00.

SCOREBOARD

CHITTAGONG: Scoreboard at stumps on the second day of 1st test between Bangladesh and
Sri  Lanka yesterday at Chittagong, Bangladesh.

All Blacks legend 
Carter hints Japan 
will be last hurrah
HONG KONG:  All Blacks great Dan Carter
dropped a clear hint that he will retire in 2020
after his upcoming stint in Japan-but said he had
no ambitions to coach his world-beating national
team. Speaking to AFP in Hong Kong, where
Carter arrived this week with his French club
Racing 92, for the Natixis Cup exhibition fixture
against South Africa’s Sharks, the 35-year-old
said retirement was looming fast.

Carter, widely hailed as the best fly-half to
grace the game, will see out this season with
Racing before embarking on a two-year stint
with Kobelco Steelers, which will straddle the
2019 Rugby World Cup in Japan.

“It’s (retirement) obviously just around the
corner... but exactly what I do, I’m not a hundred
percent sure yet,” he said, ahead of Saturday’s
game. “But you know I’m still really enjoying

playing and that’s why I signed to play a couple
more years in Japan so that’ll take me through to
2020, sort of mid-2020... that’s when my con-
tract finishes in Japan.”

Speculation has been high about Carter’s
plans after he stops playing but the two-time
World Cup winner, now retired from national
duty, said he had his eye on the commercial side
of rugby, rather than coaching.

“I think immediately after rugby going
straight into coaching you know, I don’t think I’ll
be ready for that,” he said, when asked about
coaching the All Blacks. “To be honest the
coaches work harder than players. They’re away
every weekend for games, it’s quite a big com-
mitment.”

Carter played 112 times for New Zealand and
remains the highest points-scorer in Test history.
He moved to Racing in 2015, winning the presti-
gious Top 14 in his first season and helping the
team reach the European Champions Cup final
in 2016 — a first for the club and “a huge
achievement” for Carter. Though he has suffered
a string of injuries in recent months, he says he is
working hard to be fit and return to the team for
the latter part of the season. —AFP

Matsuyama goes 
for rare three-peat 
at Phoenix Open
LOS ANGELES: Japan’s Hideki Mat-
suyama knows he’ll join an exclusive
club if he can grab a third straight
Phoenix Open title this week. “I love it
here,” Matsuyama said as he prepared
to tee it up Thursday at TPC Scotts-
dale. “Being able to win twice the last
two years have been really memorable

for me and quite an honor. “I’m going
to do my best this year to three-peat
and if I was fortunate enough to do
that, I think I would join the “King”,
Arnold Palmer, as the only three-peat
winner. That would be something.”

Palmer won three times in a row in
Phoenix from 1961-1963. Over the last
40 years on the US PGA Tour, only
Tiger Woods, Tom Watson, Stuart Ap-
pleby and Steve Stricker have won the
same tournament three years on the
trot. Woods has done it four times.

Matsuyama came from behind to

capture both of his Phoenix titles in
four-hole playoffs. In 2016, he trailed
Rickie Fowler by two strokes with
three to play and won the playoff by
sinking a seven-footer for par. Last
year, he trailed former US Open
champion Webb Simpson by four
strokes going into the final round and
lifted the trophy thanks to a 12-foot
birdie putt at the fourth hole of sud-
den death.

He’ll play with Fowler and Simpson
in the first two rounds. “It’s going to
be kind of weird to play with them to-

morrow,” Matsuyama said. “But hope-
fully we can all play well and be there
together on the back nine on Sunday.”

Matsuyama’s win last year marked
a fifth victory in nine starts worldwide,
a stretch that included a victory in the
World Golf Championships HSBC
Champions. He isn’t riding the same
wave of success this year, but he
turned in an impressive 69 on a tough
final day at Torrey Pines on Sunday to
finish tied for 12th and was tied for
fourth at the Tournament of Champi-
ons. He’ll face some stiff competition

this week, including from Jordan Spi-
eth, Jon Rahm and Justin Thomas.
Five of the top seven in the world are
entered and 23 of the top 30. But
Matsuyama believes his game is
moving in the right direction. “It’s
hard to compare a year ago where I
was, where my game was. I haven’t
really played well this year up until
the last day there at Torrey Pines,”
Matsuyama said. “My short game is
getting a lot better and coming to
Phoenix it seems like something al-
ways good happens.” —AFP


