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ZURICH: Twenty-eight Russian athletes have
had their Olympic doping bans overturned and
their results from the 2014 Winter Games in
Sochi reinstated after their appeals were up-
held by sport’s highest tribunal yesterday.

The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
said in a statement that it had found insufficient
evidence during last week’s hearing in Geneva
that the 28, banned by the International
Olympic Committee (IOC), were guilty of anti-
doping violations in Sochi.

However, it is not clear yet whether any of the
28 will be able to com-
pete in the Winter
Olympics in
Pyeongchang, South
Korea, which start on
Feb. 9. “With respect to
these 28 athletes, the ap-
peals are upheld, the
sanctions annulled and
their individual results
achieved in Sochi 2014
are reinstated,” said the Lausanne-based tribunal. 

Eleven other athletes were confirmed by
CAS to have committed doping violations.
However, CAS reduced their lifetime Olympic
bans to a suspension from this year’s Games.

The IOC had previously banned Russia from
Pyeongchang as a result of its “unprecedented
systematic manipulation” of the anti-doping
system.  Individual Russian athletes are able to
compete as neutrals if they can prove their anti-

doping credentials but the IOC said yesterday
that the 28 would not necessarily be invited to
Pyeongchang. “Not being sanctioned does not
automatically confer the privilege of an invita-
tion,” it said.

The confirmation of eleven cases “clearly
demonstrates once more the existence of the
systemic manipulation of the anti-doping sys-
tem at the Olympic Winter Games Sochi 2014,”
it added.

The IOC regretted that CAS “did not take
this proven existence of the systemic manipu-

lation of the anti-doping
system into considera-
tion for the other 28
cases.” Cross-country
skier Alexander Legkov,
who won gold in the 50
kilometres and silver in
4x10 km, and Alexander
Tretyakov, who won
gold in the men’s indi-
vidual skeleton, were

among those to be cleared.
Bobsleigh double gold medallist Alexander

Zubkov was one of the eleven whose doping of-
fences were confirmed. Russian Olympic Com-
mittee President Alexander Zhukov said the
CAS ruling had restored the “good name” of
Russian athletes, Interfax news agency re-
ported. 

Jim Walden, lawyer for  Russia’s former anti-
doping chief-turned whistleblower Grigory

Rodchenkov, said the ruling provided “a very
small measure of punishment for some athletes
but a complete ‘get out of jail free card’ for
most.”

Walden added that Rodchenkov “testified
fully and credibly” at CAS and his evidence was
verified by forensic evidence and other whistle-
blowers. Russia has repeatedly denied any state
involvement in the doping which was exposed
by an independent report commissioned by the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

CAS said its mandate was “not to determine
generally whether there was an organised
scheme allowing the manipulation of doping
control samples....but was strictly limited to
dealing with 39 individual cases and to assess
the evidence applicable to each athlete on an
individual basis.”

A total of 43 Russian athletes were banned
by the IOC. Three more are still waiting to have
their appeals heard and one- bobsledder
Maxim Belugin-has not appealed. —Reuters
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PYEONGCHANG: Matthieu Reeb, secretary general of the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), arrives at a press
conference to announce the court’s decision regarding dozens of Russian athletes banned for doping, in
Pyeongchang yesterday. —AFP

Two Koreas, Shiffrin and
Hanyu: Key moments 
for Pyeongchang
PARIS: After years of preparation, athletes from around the
world will take part in the Winter Olympic Games in
Pyeongchang, South Korea, from February 9-25. Competi-
tion will be fierce, and will produce a crop of golden memo-
ries. AFP Sport picks out a few of the most anticipated
moments.

OPENING CEREMONY 
Friday, February 9, 8:00 pm: The two-hour extravaganza

that launches the Winter Games at the Pyeongchang Olympic
Stadium will be memorable for at least one reason. Athletes
from North and South Korea will march as one, wearing the
same uniforms and under the unification flag-a pale blue Ko-
rean peninula on a white background. A total of 22 North Ko-
rean competitors will be in Pyeongchang for the Games, with
most of them joining a unified Korean women’s ice-hockey
squad. The North’s decision to compete in the Games, taking
place just 80 kilometres (50 miles) south of the heavily for-
tified border that divides the Koreas, is seen as a diplomatic
coup, following months of surging tensions over the North’s
nuclear and missile tests that triggered fears of war.

ALPINE SKIING 
Sunday, Feb 11, 11.00 am: The men’s downhill is the blue riband

event of alpine skiing. Racers will average 105 kilometres (65 miles)
per hour down the Jeongseon Alpine Centre slope, pushing their
bodies and equipment to the limit.  The race will be particularly
poignant following the on-piste deaths of popular Frenchman David
Poisson and German teenager Max Burkhart earlier this season.
Norwegians Aksel Lund Svindal and Kjetil Jansrud will likely top
bookmakers’ odds on a slope said to favour the more technically able
downhillers.

BIATHLON 
Sunday, February 11, 8:15 pm: Martin Fourcade will carry France’s

flag at the opening ceremony, but his competition starts two days
later when he lines up for the men’s sprint. France’s most decorated
winter Olympian, with four medals including two golds, will be bat-
tling for more honours during the Games and after a strong World
Cup season is expected to be a top contender for the pursuit and
individual titles which he claimed in Sochi in 2014. The 29-year-old
biathlete will face his biggest rival in the shape of Norway’s Johannes
Thingnes Bo.

ALPINE SKIING 
Sunday, February 11, 10:15 am: When Mikaela Shiffrin rocks off

the back of her skis to exit the start gate of the giant slalom at the
Yongpyong Alpine Centre, she will harbour hopes of a rare multi-
medal haul. The 22-year-old American already has 40 World Cup
victories to her name, and won Olympic slalom gold in 2014 — but
she is looking for much more in Pyeongchang. The giant slalom is
followed by her slalom title defence, the super-G, downhill, combined

and team events. A good start in the giant slalom could see Shiffrin
join the pantheon of alpine greats.

SNOWBOARDING 
Monday, February 12, 1:30 pm: Born in Long Beach, California,

American snowboarder Chloe Kim is poised to become one of the
faces of the Pyeongchang Games when the 17-year-old whizkid
makes her Olympic bow. Kim’s parents are from South Korea, and
her grandmother still lives there, so she can expect vocal support
from local fans as she looks to complete the formality of qualifying
in the women’s halfpipe. Such was Kim’s prodigious talent that at 13,
she could have challenged for gold at the 2014 Sochi Games, if not
for the minimum age requirement of 15. Provided she keeps her
nerve, the Winter Youth Olympic champion and three-time X Games
winner clearly has the game to capture what would be an emotional
gold in front of her number one fan-her granny.

SKI JUMPING 
Monday, February 12, 9:50 pm: Haunted by the memory of her flop

in Sochi four years ago, Japan’s Sara Takanashi launches her bid for
Olympic redemption in the women’s normal hill. But despite being the
most successful women’s jumper of all time, Takanashi has suffered
an alarming dip in form with rivals Maren Lundby and Katharina Al-
thaus emerging as the gold medal favourites in Pyeongchang. A World
Cup winless drought stretching back almost a year has done little to
restore her brittle confidence, but if anyone can turn it around it is
the mercurial 21-year-old Japanese. Takanashi, who will be Japan’s
flag-bearer at the opening ceremony, needs one more World Cup vic-
tory to set a new record total for men and women of 54. But it is
Olympic gold she covets most, and the pressure will be on. —AFP


